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Tnis is an oral history interview with Reverend Robexrt A.
Machskill of the Gettysburg Presbyterilan Church, Gettysburg,
Pennsylvania. The intercview was conducted on Juns 11, 1938,
at the Dwight D. Eisenhiower Library. Interviewing Reversnd
MachAskill are Dan Holt and James Leyerzapf of the Eisenhower
Library.

ME. HOLT: Im Dan Holt, Director of the Eisennower Library
and today is Juns 11, 1998. We're in the Eisenhower Library
with Reverand Robert Machskill, and also present is Jim
leverzapf, an archivist with the Eisenhower Library, and
Kathy Struss who’'s with our audicovisual department. First
af ail, when did you become pastor of the Gettysburg First

fraapyrerian Church?

REV., MACASKILL: I became pastor of the Gabtysburg
Prasbyterian Church in May 1957, and I served as pastor

almost thirty vears and retired in 1985,

Q: Do you recall your first contact with Presldent and Mrs.

Eizenhowaco?

BEV. MACASKILL: ¥Yes, I deo: Originally 1t wss throough
correspondence, Knowing that I was Lo come Lo GeThtysburg &as
the pastor, I did have some correspondence with Fresident
Eissnhower. My second Sunday, which was May the BTth: 1357,
I was aware that they would be in service and they had as
their guest Field Marshall Montgomery so we had an

interesting exchange thers.
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9: Whose father had been the Bishop of Tasmania, 1T I

remember right.
FEV. MACASKILL: 1 believe 350.
¥+ What was the correspondence concerning?

REV. MACASKILL: The correspondence was of pretty general
pature. He was aware of the committee on ministry being
zctive in the pursuit of a new pastor and they would,
through cur newszlatter and other correspondence and church
publications give reports as to how that committes was
procesding. So he kept aware of that and when 1t was know
that I had received the <all he was notified about that.
sent a letter welcoming me to Gettysburg as paster of the

church,

"

3: D[id vou meet with President Eisenhower privately?

REVM. MACARSZEILL:

-
1%
L3

@: In the sarly days?

REV. MACASKILL:

g
m
Ln

g: Who arranged that?

[k

n



reverend Robert A. MschAskill, June 11, 1998 Page 3

DEYV, MACASKILL: Well, I would arratge 1t through his
secretary, Brigadier General Robert Schultz; he was my
{pnitial contact when I would want to contact the offiice, and
if it was really of a personal naturs I would be referred to
him and he'd kind of screen and he’'d give me advice and
suggested times and whatever. But I was always able to get
in contact with President Eisenhaower. By the wWay, whe2n ne
left the presidency he was really addressed as General
Eisenhower, bzcause he was a2 five-star gen#ral. But ns
would, you know, walcome you in your greetings as Fresident

or General.

O: How much contact did you have with Calensl Schultz?

REV. MACASKILL: It was not really an intimate <ontact bot
it was kind of an official contact. He knew whe I was and 1
knew who he was and we kind of knew our areas of interest
and the boundaries of the contact and so- forth. 5o I would
not just pick up the phone and have a general conversation
with him, but it was more or less official nature that he

knew when I contacted him it was something that I wanted to

ne brought to the attention of President Eissnhower.

: Did you have much contack, any contacts, with sther

mambers of his staff in Gettysburg?



Reverend Ropert A, Machskill, Juns 11, 195§ Page &

REV. MACASKILL: Rusty Brown was his secretary and I did
have a good contact with her and she would also nelp In tne

clearance ang information that I might want.

Q: Any impressions of Busty?

REV. MACASKILL: Yes, she was a2 very gracious person and
very friendly and very ocutgoing and acded kind of 2 human
alement tg the whole staff procedure and bureaucracy, you

might Say.

g: Did you ever visit with Mrs. Eisenhower alone, or was it

always with General Eisenhower?

REV. MACASKILL: I would visit with her on occasion alane,
yes. Usually when I would visit with her would bes at the
Eisenhower Farm. That's where they did their social contact
and usually he did all his business arrangements at the
Gettysburg office. But I would call her on the phone and in
chureh affairs and se forth I would have some asscglation

with Mrs. Eissnhowsrc.

2+ Did she participate in any church activities, programs,

aor suoh?
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EEV. MACASKILL: Really not. Neither one of them were
really able, or free, to actively participate because LE
chey show undue interest in @ne, to one group, Or one

concern or ancther, why, others are wondering , "Why can we

not So that?”

: Thay would have had to sit on every committee and

participate in every program.
REV. MACASKILL: That's right.

0: How often did they attead church? Failrly regularly when

they were at Gettysburg?

REV, MACASKILL: I would say fregquently, not regularly, but
frequently becaussa they would be, maybe in California part
af the time, or Augusta, Ceorgia, or travelling elsewhers

with other responsibilitcies but they were fraguent

artenders.

G: Would you say that on those, for those pericds of time
when they were in Gettysburg that they came most Sundays,

when the opportunity was

REV. MACASKILL: Right, T would say that if they were in

residence they made it a peint to be in attendance and they
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would always notify me the day in advance. Secrer Sesrvice
would let us know that they were coming and that
arrangemants wWers to be made, so we had a good weorking

srrangamant.

Q: I was just going to ask if this created some ususual
problems for you and the congregation. Were thers pthers?-—
I mean, when they did show up for church wsre there press

corpy, were there hangers-on gut froat; that kind of thing?

REY. MACASKILL: One of the best ways to see President anc
Mrs. Eisenhower wauld be to come in church and they would be
seated in the pew. They had a designated pew and the manner
in which they would coms, the Secret Service would bring
tham to the front entrance of the church and then they would
be greeted there by ushers and brought up to thelr pew.
Mrs. Eisenhower would then enter the pew and then President
Eisennower would bs szated on the end of the pew. AT the
cloge of the service I weuld leave the pulpult ares, walk
down the sisle, and stop by the pew and Fresident Eizenhowar
would step out and then I would walk with Mrs. Eissnhowesr to
tha narthex and he would follow behind. Then at that peint
Secret Service would pick them up and take them te their

limounsine. Then there would be throngs of peaple aut ik
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front, the press and the media and the tourista in
Gettysburg and so forth. So that woulc he ane of the best

places to be with the Eisenhowers, in the worship services.

g: How'd the rest of the congregation accept all this?

REV. MACASKILL: They were very uriderstanding and wvery
cogperative in every way. BAnd I was caraful net to say,
"Well, we're very happy to have President and Mrs,
Fisenhower with us today.” They didn’t want that fyps af
recognition, we respected that. So it was kind of, theay
wanted to be just a part of the congregation and so we tried

re deal with Ehem in that mannérc.

Q: Dig President Eisenhower sver eXprass Lo you any
preferances for the worship service, or particular nymns, oT

bible passages, or discuss possible sermon Topics?

REV. MACASKILL: Yes, ne did. I did have early on a listing

ol hl

11

fzvorits hymns and I would seek ta work them in when
appropriate, and the occasion and so forth. He was carsful
not to try te suggest to me what I should be preaching about
or anything like that. And in my preaching I was careful
net to, =06 to speak, "Now I have the Bresident here; I'm

going to tell him what he should be deing or shouldn’t be
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doing." So I had to watch my remarks but I tried to be as
gpjective as I could and he was one wno, I remember once in
speaking with him, he said, "I come toc church to get
something out of the service." And often when I would sp=ax
with him about that he would bring out an aspect of the
sermon that I didn’t think he would be interested in at zll
but he did grasp that and then he would talk sbout it. 3o I
would meet with him, usually on s Monday morning, at his

ocffice there on Ccampus.

g: What do you think he meant by "get something out of the

service?"

REV. MACASKILL: wWell, the worshlp experience and the whole,
the singing, other participants in the service, It was &
nice experience for them tc come and feel the fsllowship and
the community of that househeold of faith. BAnd it was,
hopefully, enriching for him and enriching for others to

have him with us.

Q: Do you remember his favorite hymns? To see if they

match with what we have in cur receords?

REV. MACRSKILL: Yes, "Oh God Qur Help in Ages Past, Our

Hope for Years to Come," "What a Friend We Hawve In Jesus;"
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some of the old gospel songs; "I Love te Tell the Story”
and, of ~curse, patriotic songs--"America the Beautliful "
"america® and things like that. He had a broad spectrum of

hymna that he enjeayed.

Q: You mentioned this in passing sarlier--the scop2 and
nature of his participation and supporting the programs at
she church. We hawve svidence in our records here that he
was & generous centributoer te the church but we know things
like, he ancnvmously presented a fifty-star flag to the

chursh. Dg vou remember that incident or why that was done?

FEY. MACASKILL: Yes, I remember. ©One of the members of our
church who Was 3 pharmacist in town, his name was Paul
McDonald, made the suggestion early on, when Alaska became 3
state during his presidency, Hawaii becams a state during
nis presidency, that we have a fifty-star flag. Anc that
Flag was flown over the Capitel and it came through the
ausplces of gur congrassman, George Coodling., Yes, George
Goodling at the time; his son, Bill Goeodling is currently
ouir congressman. It was presented, not publicly by
President Eisenhower, but it was presented, acknowledged,
and it's a part of the appeintments of the sanctuary--that

fifvy-srtar flag.
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Q: So it"s still in the sanctuapy?

REV. MACASKILL: Ch yes, it's still there.

27 In September of '63, President and Mrs. Eisenhower,
according to our records, attended a state church rally in

Harrisburg. Do you recall that? Were you there?

REV. MACABKILL: Yesa, I made arrangements for that, ves,.
And the speaker was Franklin Clark Fry, who was one of the
leaders of the Lutheran Church of aAmerica. It was an
ecumenical service and he came to Harrisburg at that forum
and was 30 recognized in attendance thare. Burt he was vaEry
mucn interested in the concern of churches for oeace and
ecumenicity and goodwill arcund the world, sa he entered

lnto that by his presence and involvement.

W@: In June of ‘63 the Gettysburg church started & major
renovation and we know that Eisenhower wrote a message for
the program in the: church bulletin, Do wou recall thar?

Was nhe, did he offer to do that or was he aszked?

REV. MACASKILL: Yes, we asked him. We developed a brochure
for that program and for the dedication, and asked him to
make a comment about kthe church. He said that., "This church

is very simple in design and architecture, It does reflecr
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the tradition and heritage of the Gettysburg Presbyterian
Church, ™ ‘and he was "glad te be a part of this new facility
which helped to provide services to the people of ths

community and the outreach of the church.”

0: In thac same year, in ‘63, Presigent Eisenhowsr S$eat a
letter on to you that he had received from & coliege in
Michlgan that suggested the Presbyterian Church do something
far Marina Oswald and her children. &And he evidently agreed
something should be done. Do you remember that, or how that

curnad out?

AEV. MACASKILL: Mo, I den't. I remember, generally

speaking, but T canfot glve the detaills on that

&: It rather surprised us when we Were looking through th=
files that ha had forwardsd ta you this letter from this
Michigan college administrator and saving [in his covering
note], "Maybe this fsn’'t such a bad idea, that something
aught to be dene here." But there was no additional

correspondence and we didn’t know hHow that turned out,

@1z Many historians have been interested in the nature of

Eisenhower’'s faith=--and Billy Graham has written about this
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a little bit--which to some historians it'=z rathar eiu=zive
to try to determine what his faith really was or the nature

of it. Some have characterized it as very simple, a civi

religion type of approach. 3Some have gven sald 1t was more

j—
[
e
i

an 18th century deism than contemporary Christisnity.

=
-
1]
rt

impressicons do you have af this matter?

QEY. MACASKILL: Yes. I chink he had a very strong faith in
God, One of his favorite psalms was the l12lst Psalm: "I
will 1ifr up mine eyes unte the hills from whence comes my
help, My help comes from the name of the Lord who made
neaven and earth. He will not suffer thy foot to ba moved,
he that keepeth thee will neither slumber nor sleep. The
Lord is thy keeper, the Lord i1s thy shade on my right hand."
So he hé&d a strang, a good knowlsdge of the Bible and
particularly the 0ld Testament--some of the warring slements
thera, you know, the militaristic aspects which he had
pursued. I understand, I can’t dquote this for sure, but
thar he had read the Bible through thres times by the Lims
he was twenty-one years of age. [ den't know 1f wou have

any record of that or not.

Q: I don't know but it's a fascinating atory.

I*va naver heard that refarenced befora.

F_i
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REV. MACASKILL: His faith was a very uncomplicated, simple
type of falth, very dirsct. He was a believer in God. My
impression was that he sensed that his 1ife was a
partnarship with Ged and that had evelved from the =trong
fairh that had been imparted by his parents who were god-
fsaring people. They were from the River Brethren
pbackground and that was typically his background. He did
not officially unite with the chuzrch until he had become
prasident. One of the first things he did on being slscted
president was to unite with the Matioral Presbyterian Church
in Washingtan, DB.C. The pastor of that church was Dr.
Edward L.R. Elsecn. He had been a chaplaln during his
military career and they nad estaplished Criendships. When
Eissnhower was eiscted president, then, thsir homg was the
Wwhite House in Washingteon, D.C., =c they attended, kecame

members of, the National Presbyterian Church. There he was

o

sptized and made public profession of faith in Jesus Christ
as Lord and Savier of lifa. Then while they wers members of
the Naticnal Church, when they would come to Gettysburg on
weskends or vacation pericds or even recovering from iLllress
and so forth, they would attend the Gettysburg Church. When
he left the presidency in 196l1--February lst--then he

gfficially united with the Gettysburg Church and that’s when
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I bacame officially his pastor and I was until his death in
18965, Mrs. Eisenhower’'s until her death in 197%. But his
faith Was very direct and simple and uncomplicated and he
beligved in the sovereignty of God. In that respeck, you
might be interested to know that when we had this dedicatory
servica of our churcsh in 1963, we had a week of services,
starting on Sunday, and the speaksr was Reverend Eugene
Carson Blake, who had been the s5tated clerX of our general

assembly. And in the evening was Dr. Don McCloud, who was

18]

professor of homilestics at Princeton Theological Seminary.
Monday night it was the dedication of tha corgan and that was

performed by B

L

#lipplnger, whe was an organlst af the
Luctheran Theologiral Seminary in Gettysburg. Tuesday was
Presbytery Day and he was invited te sgspeak and I Invited Jim
to come: Aand he spoke on religion in pubklic scheols and
sducation. It was guite unigue ard I think perceptive how
he dealt with that. Hes sald, "We do have religion in the
schools. Whenr you realize that ninety or ninety-five
percent of the teachers, the personnel, administrators and
s forth have some religicus background, whaktever that might
bs. And that thev do give expréssion to that faith and Eta
that commitment through whatever they teach; see, whather

itts 3 poach in athletics, or a music teacher, or a home
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gconomics teacher, a science tsacher, philosophy, or
whatever. They are in that manner expressing thedir faith.”
S0 he says, “We de have that presence in the school." And
so he said, "It's not so essentizl that we just mandate that
there be so many verses of the Bible reag each day or a
grayer offered." He said, "There are cppertunities for
rthose expressions to take place in the current situation.”
End I thought that was guite perceptive; he saw the church
as the body of Christ and each member of that church gives
sxpresson to his or her faith in their daily wark and thelr
gcrivity and o a teacher has thabt dipeet centact and
acceptanca by thelr stugents, you sae, ard can communlcate
that in very effective ways. 5So I thought that was guita

partaprtive on his part.

0: 1I‘'m going ta suggest this guestion, I['11 iet Jim folliow
up on it because he's more versed in this than I am. You've
already mentioned the River Brethren, but did Eisenhower
sver discuss the religiocous background of his famlly heme
which, of course, was very strong, or his parent’s
affiliation with Jehovah's Winesses or the Russellitss--tha
Russellires movement seamed to be of more interest to Ida

snd David than anvthing else. Did he ever discuss this?
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REV. MACASKILL: MNot in detail, but I was aware of that
packground. In that regard, you might be interested to know
that Layton Ford, who is a brother-in-law of B8illy Graham,
is & fine preacher. He's a Presbyterian pastor and In my
book he's a better preacher than Billy Graham because, I
like his style and--not densgrating Billy Graham at all,
certalnly,--he Has a fine mannsr of prasenting his message
and ke has the type of crusades that Billy Graham has. He
was conducting & crusade in Harriaburg, Pennsylvania at the
Larm siow arsna--a week of services., Mrs. Graham, Billy
Granam’s meother, was to be there one night and to address
the assembly. So I was contacted by 3 rapresentative of,
Layton Ford is hig name, that if it would be possible For
Mrs. Granam to come and see Presldent Eisanhower, and would
L maxe that arrangement? I saisd I certainly will make
inquiry about that and I called him. I talked with the
president about that and he said, "I'd Be delighred to see
Mrs. Graham." So she came to Gettysburg and I remember we
hosted her at lunch time I should say, and then right aftar
that we had arrangsments to go acrass, it was a restaurant
right across the street from his office on the campus. She
met with President Elsenhower and they talked and seesmed ro

observe that they were the same generation and sc farth.
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But, Billy Graham has a brother by the name of--George
Graham, I think, is his name. He iz 3 dairy farmer in
Charlotte, North Carolina. When Mrs. Eisenhowsr was ance
asked one time whiat she thought about her sons, she said,

"Which one?" Her five baoys, vou see. Mrs. Graham, of

L 11

course, has as much regard for her other son a3 she doss for

b

Billy Graham. They talked on that basis, you know. But it
wag interesting to hear them exchange visws and ralk about
interestz and personalities that were of interesst ta both of

Cham,

Q: Jim, d2 you have anything on this? Because you've done

mere cesedrch on that thap

Q: ©Oh, it's just that more and more resaarchers,
bisgraphers, are looking inte the childhood years and, of
wourse, auring ths war the media exploited Ida Eissnhower’s
affiliation with the Witness=s, for obvicus reascons--ha's
“he supreme warrior and that is a pacifistic sect znd sc
-@rth. Very little of the family corresgondence was to
survive so it's hard to get a measure of to what extent the
boys were exposed to the Brethren influence and to what
extent . . . because they took up with the Witnesses,

apparently, right after Paul's death, the cne boy, in ‘34,
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*95, 1B95, sop Iks was rather small when they were already
affiliared with the Witnesses. We'wve checked Sunday School
zalls for the Brethren in Christ church in the first decade
of thisz century, and the impression it leaves ana is that
every Sunday those boys were sent to Sunday School and,
prasumably, church, the Brathren church. But it’s really an
apan question ag te whether David and Ida wsnt. They seemed
to have kept the tradition geing that way, yet they were

ursting the Russellite meatings at the sams time.
g

REV. MARCRSKILL: I= that righct? That's interesting.

@ Of course, every bisgrapher wants to knew, "How much
influence did that have?" How would you take a3 measurs af
it anyway? But his religious background iz Being studied
mere and mors and pecpls are trying to get some sense of
whether that had soma impact on him, did he ever commart
Aabout it, and ss5 I say, It's very elusive. There’s a litrle

hit of evidenca hsre and there.

U: Did he ever bring up the issue of this pacifism in his

background with yau?

REV. MACASKILL: Not to any graat extent, no. No, he

didn*c.
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@i Do you think that, with all his y2ars in the military
and where religious services are rather simple and VEery
direct and chaplains are, you know, you're a Protescant
chapiain, Wsually. You do Merhodlst, Baptist, Presbyterian,

whatever.

Q: It's scumenical by definition.

REV. MACASKILL: Right, right.

2y Do you chink it had a real influsnce on, like you wara

mentoning sarlier, he looked at thi

il

a8 vary simple and
dncomplicated. Do you think a lot of that is from his YEArs

in the military, of seeing this procedurs

REV. MACASKILL: Yes, that was really nis church pefora, as
& member--1 mentioned officially identifying, taking
membership in the church, He was a regular attendant in
military chapels. That was his life and wheraver he

I understand they lived some forty piaces cduring their
married life, Ike and Mamie. So they then entered intoc the
chaplaincy services and that did indeed giwve him an
ecumenical eutlock and libsrated him from any s=ctarianism
cr dencminaticnalism as such. And I'm sure it contributed

to his broad outliecaok in world concerns.
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Q: During the 1960s Eisenhower was cutspoken, espacially in

print, like in some of the Reader’'s Digest articles, on what

he saw as signs of meéral decline in America. Did you ewver
giscuss that with him—-issuea like race relations, and
crime, and poverty, and youth, and the "decadent™ youth from

that time period?

BEV. MACASKILL: You mentioned the youth. One of the last

articles he wrote was for the Reader's Digest and he spoke

about the youth, He said, "The world will soun be yours to
do with as you will. I urge you to approach the task with
courage and boldness and the joy of challenge in your hsartt,
and faith, with numan dignity and justice. I, Ior cone,
believe in you. Good luck then., Go forth Iin that spiric.”
So that waz kind of 'a direct quote, the intersst hs hagt 1n
youth in Bmerica. Interestingly enough, I hapoen ta be a
bartlefield guids in Gettysburg and I meet peopls of all
places and sorts of conditions. The youth, which I deal
with considerably, always liked bc stop by Eisenhower’s
office, and he would come cut. HNo matter what group or how
large the group, he would comeé from his office and meat with

them on the campus in front of his office and he would speak

to the youth. They were all enthralled and interestsd ta
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hear him and see him and to hear what he would have to say,

50 he always maintained an interest in youth.

Z2: [Did he ever discuss racial issuss that went with toat

time period in the &0s7?

REY. MACASKILL: Yes, he did. He was very much aware af the
tension. and the cleavage that did exist. But belng part otf
the miiitary that was one of the first groups ko
desegragate, and he realized that tne sfficiency of any
command had to respect and recognize the contribution of
sdch membar, whateyer race or cresed or natiomaliry. Tha
effectiveness of that unit was dependent upon the
individuals working together. 3o it's Kind of 3 broad and

accapting spirgit and concern that he had.

-

Q: How often did you visit with the Eli=enhowars, ar
particularly President Eisenhower, during the Last years of

hiz life? D[id wou sse him at Waltesr Reed?

BEEV. MACASEILL: Y¥es, I zaw him in Malter Beed and I was
aware af . . . . His last year was basically spent in
Walter Reed Hospital and he was wery much Iinterestsd in the
religions aspect of life and his faith, concern, and I would

talk with him and pray with him and s¢ forth. I was carsful
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net bEo interject what views or positions I might have, but
kind of direct his theught and channel it in manners that
might be of help and a censtructive nature te him. But he

Was very receptive and interested and, hHopefull ; Erieq to
) I il

b

1t

i
4T
e

spply his and religious interests in his daily life.

It gave him a lot af time to think asnd meditats and ko
remember a 1ot of things that had transpired in his life.
in that respect, I think it had 4 healing manner in his

1

I

a
and was kind of a final chapter, Vou knaow: it king of wound
down and he was sble to share these concerns not with
pressure, any media pressure, vou might say, being sxerted

upan fim.

2: Did yew attend the funeral service at the Natiangl

Cathedral?

REV, MACASKILL: Ysas, I did. I artended with hils physician,
Dr. Harold Johnson in Gettysburg. And we wera i the
cathedral and world figurss were there, like Cezaulls, and
Nehru, and, let’'s see, Diefenbaker, and Supreme Court
justices, congressmen, governcrs, and so forth; senators,
and persons from the, Bob Hope was thers I ramember, and

Leorge Murphy from the entertainment world, and Arnold
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Falmer Irom the sperts world., So it was guite a national

tribute and celebraticn of hisz 1lifa.
Q: Did you help arrange any of the service there?
REV. MACASKILL: Mo, I did not. 1 was not involved in thaz.

@ Just gensrally discuas the fervices here, the respactive
roles of yourself and Pastor Dean Miller from Palm Dacarc,
and the [ormer Chisf of Chaplains, Gensral Luther Miller,
who participated in that, and your Kkeesnest memoriss ar the

things that stand out in that day for vyou here.

REV. MACASKILL: Yas, when I lzarned of the deach of
Prasident Eisenhowsr I wWag contacteéd by the army to conduct
the zervices here in Abilene. And mindful that there would
have been 2 s&rvice in the MNarional Church,: tailored it in &
mannar that would appeal to the pesple in Abilens and the
midwestern part of the country and sa forth. 3o I kept that
in mind and participating with me in the service; as you
mentioned, ware Pastor Miller and the Chaplain and athers.
Ja we had come to Abilene the day befare, just kind of
rehearsed the procedure and the procession that would be
attendant tg his service. I remember going through the

streets of Abllene and there were soldiers about every
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twenty-five yards. As the hearse would pass thsn these
soldiers would snap to asttention and sa farth, &ut of
raspect, and so forth. Then we met on the steps of the
Library here and it was indicated that he was puried in a
G.1. caskst, and it was a very windy day hsre and they had
to really finally tie the flag on the casket. It was being;
you know, disheveled and so forth so they discovered that
tae best way to do it was just kind of tie it around the
casket, But I was tcld tao bring the message for that

oceasion and the text I took was from 2 Timothy, the fourth

=
4

Chaptsr, werses six through eight, "The time of my departurs
1s nowW at hand, I'm now ready te be offered up, I feught a
goad fight, I finished the course, Ifys kept the faich.
Henceforth, there is laid up for me and not for me only buk
far gll those who beliawve a crown of rightegusness, which
the Lord, the righteous judge will give to thess thar lave
his appearing.” So that gave me a very natural outline fagr
my ramarks, He fought a good fight, he was a soldier and he
«new the elements of warfare and strategy shd planning and
all of chat. And he had finished the course, that which
started some, almost eighty years ago in Denison, Texas and
up inta Abilene, Xansas. He had remained true to the course

that was set befors him. And that was inculcated inta his
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faith by his parents, which I indicated early on, had taught
him an early love for God and a reverence for the
scriptures. 5o he sensed that he was not alone throughout
his journey, wherever it would be, in America or arcund the
world, that he was a co-worker with God and that his
presence is always near and his streagth could be relied
upon. And then he kept the faith and it was a simple,
uncompileated faith, "the faicth of our Fathers livimg scill
in spite of fire, dungeon, sword," and so forrh. He =aid
that it’s the faith that sustains the saldier in Korsa or
the European theater or whatever, and it's the faith of all
people as a result of their trust in God. S¢ he kept that
faith and that was a sustaining factor in his life, 56 that
served him through all the periods of his life and through
the experiences and wicissitudes and trials thar he
encountered, and that kept him on course. And I think that
he had lived a full and very productive life. S0 rhase were
kind of the basic outline to my remarks that I made at his
service. But another interssting thing at that service was
I notec that slipping in beshind wherse the families wera
gathered there--and Nixon was president at that time——was
former president Lyndon Jehnscn. And he had come here, and

I said to him, "It's good to see you, Mr. President." And
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he said, "I would not have missed this. He was a very dsar
[riend of mine." Even thougkh they might have been poles
apart poliitically, Eisenhower relied upon Johnson to helo
angineer his legislation, Johnson kXnew the mechanics and
the operations of the senate and government and chat was noct
in Eisenhower®s background experience. He knew how to
delegate that authority and to rely upon his judgment and
hiz leadership in implementing legislation that he proposad
and s0 . . . . and he left almest as suddenly as he asrrived;
he did net want to detract from the attenticn of others
there, but he camé to Abilaps to share in. that service. anpnd
then, too, I recall going to the Meditation Chapel and
Thaplain Miller conducted that part of the service and wa
waited cutside and that kind of finalized the ssrvices Hera
and then we met with the families, all in a soecial reception

gfter the servips,

@: We have the military plan for the funeril which was,

what, Jim, two hundred pages long or something like that?
2r It'= about that, wves.

REV. MACASKILL: Is that right?
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Q: And as with anvthing well-planned, something always goes
awry. Are thers any anecdotes vou remember from all of this
plarning and manuvevering that strikes you at this point? I
mean, something had te go wrong semeplace in this, I would

think.

REV. MACASKILL: Yes, the flag incident I menticoned thers,
they had to try to deal with that. But as you say, that was
oretty well crganized and planned and rehearsed and all that
sort of thing. I didn’t detect any major flaw or anything,
put alse thera was this unexpescted appearance of farmer
President Lyndon Johnson, bat other than that it was very

memorable. And vou really couldn't, I mean, vou w

EYXEen"t
aware of television cameras at all. They were all sscluded
snd wou just were not aware of being on television. But it

Wwas ratianally tazlavisad.,

@t The funeral for Mra. Eisenhower - how involived were you
with the planning, actually, for that and your rols here for

that funarsi?

BEV. MACRSKILL: Very similar to what I had with President
Eisennower and they followed scmewhat a similar procedure;
the place aof burial was khe same and so forth., But what T

trisd to do there is emphazize the distinctive role that she
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nad as a wife of the president and as he saw her rele as
belng supportive and encouraging and helpful to him in svery
way. HNot to grab the headlines or to upstags him in any
way--that was her basic thought in all their relationships.
SCc she had a tremendcous influence and was = very significant
part of his life and services. Actually, after his deatn
she kind of emerged. HNow that she was the only Eisenhower
living and the spotlight then focused on her, and she saemed
Lo sense that that was now an copportunity for her to share
her coneern and interest in anv way, in any productive way
that she could. Even in the life of the church, after che
services she would then remsin and talk znd mingle with the

congragation much more than she did when hs was president.

Wi S50 she was conscious of 2 new role, 35 it wera? 2She wWas

very canscigus of that?

REV. MACASKILL: Yes, a new role. Right, and she trieg r=

fulfill that very graciously and faithful.

J: Did you ses her very often after the cresident died?

REV. MACASKILL: WNot often, but I would really ecail her on
the phone more than I'd go out and sse her. A member of our

church, Or. Starrett, was her personal phvsician there in
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Gettysburg after Président Bisenhower had died. He

maintained a pretty close contact with her.

Qr Jim, I skipped aver some of the guesticna we had. Is
there anything we need to go back to and ask in more detail?

Or do you have anything you want te offer that wa haven'c?

REV. MACRESRTLL: I might say that, you know, he was the oniwv
president to have offered a prayer befors his inaugural
address. And that prayer re2ally set the tone for his
adminisztration., We have an embossed copy of that prayer on
tha walils of th=, what we call the Eisenhower Lounge in the
GeLtysburg -Presbyterian Church, ©On the death of Tresident
Eisenhowsr, Mrs. Eisenhower then wanted to deo sémething in
memory of Fresidant Eisenhower and the suggestion was that
she give a lounge--that was her suggestion. and, of course.
the church was very cpen and receptive to that znd she
agreed to pay for the furnishings and the intarior
gacoration—--sll that was involved in the farnishing of that
loungs., And in the lounge we had some memorabilia of
Eisenhower's and, of course, as you know he was a fine
painter. We have prints of his paintings there and 1
mentioned the prayer, there's an embossed copy of that

prayer and I°d just like to share that with you because



Lid
2

Reverend Robert A, MacAskill, Jume 11, 1%95 Fage

that, to me, L5 kind of the essence of his thought and
concern of his failth. "Almighty God, as we stand here at
thisz moment my future associates in the executiwve branch
jein me in beseeching that you will make full and complate
our gedication to the service of peoples in this thromg and
their fellow citizens everywhere. Give us, we pray, the
abllity tw discern clearly right from wrong, that all our

words and actions may be governed thereby, and sspecially,

i
i
<=

g
=
&
)
L#

neesn for all the peocple, regardless of race, or
creed, or calling, that all may work for the gosd of our

beloved country and to thy glory. BAmen." So that kind of
set the tone for his administration and he sought to foliow

Lhose precapts.

Q: When a wreath i35 laid hers on his birthday €very vyear

that prayer 1= always read.

REY. MACASKTILL: Is that right?

@ ¥es, in the crypt, usually by an army chaplain.
Anything eise that you can think of chat we should know or

wish to offer or, Jim, do vou have anything?

@2y 1T really don®t,

@i You have 2 remarkable memory.
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REV. MACASKILL: I appreciated, of course, the privilegs and
the association I was to have with the Eisenhowers, the
enrichment that they brought te the Gettysburg community and
To the church itself, and, of course, to the nation and che
world, But he was a unique individual and I remember Mrs,
Eisenhower was once asked what was her impression about her
nusoand — his integrity, hi= character, his nonesty and his
dedicatien. And I think he sought to Ffulfill that in SVELrY
rols that he was called ugon to play in his role asz a
citizen, soldier and a leader. I711 a4y Chat when the
antals af the twentisth century are written he must amerge
a4s one ol the two or three top leading figures of cur
nation, you kKnow.. Mot only s leader in wer, but in Ceace,
Aand averyone can say, regardless of pelitical affiliastion,

"I like Ike." He had that tremendous Appesi and acgeptance

ay all cur people.

Q: I have to reslly ask this gquestien. T[id he really tell

you the truth about his geolf game?

REV. MACASKILL: I was carsful not to explore that.

Lo

You're his minister, I mean, wha els= could he confess

to, that "I moved the ball too much."™ Did he sver discuss
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his leisure time or, that probably never came up in

wzg really curious.

REV. MACASKILL: Yes, I was careful not to gxplore some of
those things! By the way, hisz caddy in Gettysburg ls =
memier of the church there. And I've been with him on
occasion Wwhen he will tell about the role that he played as
a caddy and how he had a close assaciation with BEisenhower

and he knew the warta and all.

i 1'1ll bet he had interesting stories =g tell.
! g

REY. MACABXILL: He had a hole-in-one there in Gatoysburg.

L-don’t know if yaou knew that or not.

W: Yes, the year before he died.

REV. MACASKILL: So he had some interssting stories to el
about that. But he was interested in achletics and he was
very athletically inclined; I know, as a youth hera in
Roilens and at West Point. He was injured, I know; when he
was at West Polnt but he maintained a good interest in

athletics across the years.

@: That!s all T have.

Q: It's peally all I have.
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Q: Okay. Well, thank you wvery much.

REV. MACASKILL: Thank you. It wss a pleasure bta share with

P
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