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This interview is being taped with General Raymond W, Barker--
GEM,. BARKER: It's Ray, not Raymond.

DR. BURG: You can correct that, Mrs, Stone, to read, "Ray W,
Barker”. And we are doing this particular session in Genaeral
Barker's home in Southern Pines, North Carolina, on the 15th

of July, 1972, The interviewer is Dr. Maclyn Surg of tha Dwight
D. Eisenhower Library staff. The subject of this series of intar-
views would be General Barker's papers that are being given to

tha Library, so the toplice are just discussions of what is in
the material,

]

GEN. BARKER: MNow if you'll turn that off for a moment. £ .
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DR. BURG: The Ffirst thing that we've examined ie = large
scrapbook, a photographic record of the Allied air effort in
support of the invasion of tha continent of Buroper and it's
signed over to Major General Barker by Alr Staff SEAEF. It'sms a
large black book, dimensions, oh, approximately fiftean inches
by perhaps twenty thresa inches or mayba twanty ilnches. You have
no difficulty seaing Lty snd tucked in with Lt is a poam=-ths
original copy from the London neawspaper--and 2 carbon-copy poem
concarning tha Mulbarry ¥arbors by A. P. Harbart, To thes scrap=-
book are attached two clippings. One is on the death of hdmiral

Bartram Ramsay, who had baan picked to head tha Allied naval affort.
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The second is an obituary notice on Air Chief Marshal Bir Traf-
ford Leigh Mallory. They, too, are in the big black book dealing
with the air strikes in Europe.

I'm going to add to the inventory, now, three large antique map
cases, numbered 13, 14 and 15. These were a set of maps given
in this instance by Hapoleon to one of his marshals, Marshal
£...m. Etienns Joseph llm_? MacDonald., They passed ul-
timately inte General Barker's hands through the officea of T.
Bentley Mott, who was used by General / George Catlett_,/ Marshall
to carry out a mission to save Marshal / Henri Philippe_/ Petain's
life at the end of the oparations in France whan the Allied
Forces took over. So the three cases of mapa include only tha
areas along the Franch beaches--the Normandy operations. The
meps in turn came into tha hands of General Mott through an
elderly woman who was descendant of Marshal MacDonald's, and
then later five cases of the maps wers given to General Barker.

General Barker kept three, giving two others to friends. /_h %

r :
The next item is the "Report of the Theatar Judge Advoecats, \{t__:..e:?
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European Theater of Operations, United States Army, United States
Forces Buropean Theater, 4 April '42 to 3 April "46." This is
contained in a kraft paper envelope addressed to “Maj. Gen.

R. W. Barker, Ward B8, Walter Reed General Hospital."”

The next document is a very interesting expression of gratitude
to General Barker as he left his Berlin command. It was pre-
sented to him by the representatives of the Jewish leaders of
the camp at + known as "Gypocenter."” It's a
translation and the original Yiddish document.

The next item is in a brown envelope marked in penciled letters
and marked with the official "Bigot" stamp and "MDST SECRET."

The envelope contains a leter dealing with “Headcuarters, Berlin
District, United States Army."” The letter war dictated by
General Barker to his chief of staff, Colonel /Elmer Ellsworth/
Barnes, and addressed to Major General Kotikov, chief of the
garrison and militsry commandant of the Soviet occupied territery.
Attached to that is a hand written note signed, "Kotikova® in

Russian. It's the receipt for the letter from Barnes to Kotikov.
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A third item here reads as followe: "I, the aide to Major General
Kotikov, received from General Barker'as aide a letter addressed
to Gensral Kotikov." These items, then, are in the envelops
marked "Bigot”. In the emvelope with the note to General HEotikov
I've placed a letter to General Barker from the War Office,
Whitehall, Southwest 1, dated 22 May 1945. It is a letter ax-
pressing thanks for General Barker's help in feeding prisoners

of war, § b

—e= P
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This next item, which will be marked and set apart with a piiellui'r"tc_-_-,_-b
of notebook papar folded over and taped down, conasiste of a

small sheaf of papers marked "TOP SECRET," "Bigot"; and in General
Barker's handwriting on the front of the notebook paper wrapper

is written the following: "/SHAEF/ minutes of the Chief of Staff
meetings ﬁ:nrlﬁr 194-1?.‘

Haxt wa have the amphiblious oparations from the United Eingdom.
Thera ims a document which sete forth the preparations that

COSSAC /Fd. note: Chisf of Staff to the Supreme Allied Commander
(Designate) and his invasion planning :t:fﬁ?-ui- to make. It is=

a tripartite thing--



Gen. Ray W, Barker, 7-15-72 Page 5
GEN. BARKER: It's a directive,

BURG:=="A", "E', and "C". It is an amended directive to COSSAC

ap to its mission, daced 1943, WHow that is identified by note
papar with General PBarker's handwriting, and it will be found f_-:‘.""_"‘:g}
inside a file folder headed by General Barker, "Minutes of Ilf j:i
COSSAC mtaff meetinge, 1943--44." How that file starts out with.“
the sarliest documentation--the start of COSEAC-—on the bottom
and ends with the most recent document from COSSAC--just before
it hecame EHAEF--on the top., And both these documents, the
amended directive to COSSAC and the COSSAC staff meetings--the
minutes of those meetings--are to be found in the same folder.
The next item is contained at present in a folder--a light kraft
paper folder——with a violent purple "X" drawn across the [front

of it and is marked “"CONFIDENTIAL" and "Eigot" and says, "Operation
OVERLORD, Administrative Appreciation, Part 3, Third ODraft.”

Ineide this foldar is a considerable sheaf of papers which General
Barker identifies for us, and I have written out the note as fol-
lows: "Folder containing studies relating to sdministrative and
logistic aspects of operation OVERLORD." He tells us that the

atudies were made in the fall of 1943. This is all containad on
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a label placed inside the folder. He called my attention to
the great interest of this data, and toward the end of the folder
archiviets will find the estimated casualty figures--British and
American-—and totals run for various times: "D-Day," “D:1," etec.
Then these casualty figures are extended cut and broken down by
"wounded, killed, missing in action”"--things of that sort. BSo
that folder is the next one.

The next item is contained in a kraft paper binder folder with

a very large red "X" acroess the face, and over that "X" im a
paper label which reads, "COSSBAC ﬁ:ﬁ 28, copy number 77," and
the title "Operation OVERIORD appendices.” Inside that will be
found a note paper label, handwritten by me at General Barker's

dicdation, which reads as follows: "Folder containing a study of

various aspects of factors relating to the proposed oparation

OVERLORD." T am told and have added to the note that “a mojor (
part of this is based upon a document prepared in early 1943
iﬂh;qfnrl COSESAC was set up_? by Major General .{E:lr John Alexander/
Sinclair, British Army, and General Barker.” I think I'll put

my label on there the same way.
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BARKER: This ayain is self-explanatory. It's ancther folder
on administrative and logistic aspects of operation OVERLORD,

Leave it right in that folder,
BURG: O.K.
BARKER: Some of it I think is a duplication of--

BURG: O.K. HNow it should be. The next item ies again a kraft
paper folder tied off--hinged, we might say--in orange colored
thread--cord. And again it is marked "GEECRET," "Bigot.” The
title is the same as the previous folder: "Operation OVERLORD,
administrative appreciation, Part 3, fird draft.” It has the

same purple "X"; alse it is stamped "CONFIDENTIAL" down at the

i,
i

bottom. At the top--and perhaps the identifying mark--is the ;
large red atamp, "Bigot," "Copy number 7." Some of the dats &
within this folder may be the same as in the previous !nlﬂnr:.
some of it may be diffarent. On the cuteide of the folder--
actually the container for it--is etill a larger kraft file

envelope headed, "COSEAC /41/ 28-OVERLORD, apprndices,” and that
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tolder is stamped on ite front side, "Maj. Gen. R. W. Barker."”
Here is another folder. Thie is in a kraft paper wrapper., legal
size, as have been most of these documents I've just mentioned.
It's arranged in sort of » three-part affair. There are a couple
of rectangles at the top, left and right. Then beneath them it
says, "Subject and office of origin, Operation OVERIDRD, admin-
istrative appreciation /lst draft/." This is underlined in red.
Then below that there is a regular standard form that says, “Re-
ferred to date"; and in that there is a daasification change
stamp reading “"CONFIDENTIAL." At the top right-hand corner, the
file folder is headed, "CDSSAC/1580/16/A0" and "This is copy

number 36"--written in red. This is a folder of approximately

-

#,
B

half an inch in thickness. z i

: i
thﬁaﬁf

L
The next folder is a legal size folder. On the front face is

written,"Maj. Gen. R. W. Barker“son the file tab face of the
folder, “Joint Chiefs of Staff." I have slipped a note paper
introductory statement underneath the clip on the inside docu-
ments which reads as follows: "This folder containe a discussion

of various means by which artificial harbors might be created



Gen. Ray W. Barker, 7-15-72 Paga 9

off shore to afford'guiet water' 1{:: the British called it/ for
debarkation of troops and supplies.” The top document is green
in coler and headed, “Joint Chiefs of Staff corrigendum to
minutes of JCS 105th meeting note by the secretaries.,” and this
ie copy 36 for i{dentification purposes. Also included as a
gseparate item is an Office of War Information poster, stamped,
“From the American Embassy in London." Tt shows a Japaness

soldier in a terrible state of repair--
BARKER: Japanese?

BURG: Looks like it. 1Is he Italian?
BARKER: Sure, Italian. He's an Italianm,.

BURG: He is an Italian soldier being put back togeather by Msrs.

Hitler and Mussclini doing the best they can. /” “‘:Ehl

BARKER: That represents the German Army.

BURG: And ie a World War II document.

BARKER: It's one of the posters that was dropped by airplanes

over Italy.
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BURG: I might make a note of that:"Dropped by air into Italy for
nropaganda purposes,

Within another long legal folder, headed off, “"Maj. Gen. R.W.
Barker,* we have again s purpla “X'd" interior folder of kraft
papar. Thias contains material headed, "Operation OVERLORD,
headquarters, COSSAC, administrative appreciation, part 3, the
final dAraft." It's copy number 7. At the top of this particu-
lar folder in red is written "Colonel Montgomery, " iid. note:

Col. M. M. Montgomery, attached to G-1, B.Il.l.lg? and I have attached

-

to it the following note: "administrative and logistic appre-

cistions as Seneral BEarker dascribed them." ( 5}

]
* _hn'

BARKER: And now this is the final draft., These are final Arafts

of the administrative appreciation.

BURG: The naxt iism comes in the same kind of legal,heavy papar
folder with "Maj. Gen. R.W. Barker" written on it. Inside is
another of the purple-crossed items. This one is designated,
“Operation OVERLORD, headcuarters COSSAC, administrative appre-

ciation, part 1, final draft.” All this i= underlined, and thie,
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too, is copy mumber 7 with "Eigot" stamped inm the upper right-
hand corner. 1 have not attached any further identifiestion to
it, this cme beiag pretty much self-sexplanatory.

The next item is s rather long, light paper emvelope. Eeld

before you with a long axis ruvaning herirontally, it says,

*on His Medesty's Service,” end then bensath that--printed--is
"Agends Ffor CC meeting, 3:30 FP.N. Wednesday, 20 September.”

On the back side we find that it has beon sealed in wax and
opened. A note here says, "Opaned persenally by Brig. Gen.

R, W, Barker CTOUSA." Inside I have placed a note paper ildentify-
ing sheet which says, "Soms of the deliberrtiones of the combined
comnznders®, Tt was & British sstup to which Gemeral Barker -~
wes attached vhen he arrived in England in February ef 'J);)
1842, Thie group varn & DBritish Aray commander, an RAF ﬂl‘lhlf,
xnd & Royal Mavy representative with Barker added to it, nmad
actually pra~2stes COSSAC. The material within will set forth
some of dalibaraticns that took place in thie particuvler combined

commandarn croup, I'm 2lsc adding to the collection twe Tondon

newspapers: the Daily Telegraph edition of May the 9th, 1843,
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celebrating the end of the war in Eurcpe, snd the Hews Chronicle--
sleo for hedncsday, May the Sth, 19453, These nswapepers will ba

found with the collsctice ifroc Gensral Barkax,

{ Intarruption_/

BAMKER; ~-=the War College, but I figure=—pr to the Army Har
College~-~-but [ figure that they alrsady have them thesre or can
degiicate them fxom the War Department files. This is & series
of cables and cperation orders--but principally cables--from
SHAEF to ths war Depirtment telling what SHALF was doing. Now
this is interesting becauss it's & reflection of Gemsral Lisen-
mower, and I talked to Iks abtut this one tiss whan he was at

Columbia, You know after I was retired--1 wag retired sarly

o

cn acoount of sy fusion in my back-- )

« 3
BURG: I understand, N
BARKER: ~-I1 wanted something to do. 1 was still in Walter Reed
Sospital when a bishop / Feabody 7_/ came %0 see me—Bpiscopal
bishop. Ee had been ssnt by General Elssahower. And Ike had
baen to see me at the hospital, and he knew I was going to be
retired, We talked about it, and I told him I was very worried,
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I s2id, "I'm only fifty-seven and, Ike, at this rank I could

look forward to years of interesting sarvice. and," I said,

“I just got to have something to do.” And we discussed the
whole general subject, and he agreed that I should, Wwell,

lso a man thst came to see me-—came down [rom Hew York-—was Neil
. Cornelius Wendell ; Wickersham of the law firm of Cadwalsder,
Wickersham and Taft. It's a great law firm im New York, corpor-
ation firm. He had bean my aseistant in Berlin and in the
plenning for post-wer Germeny, snd I think 1'll give you a copy

of that book that I prepered s @ handbook for ocoupying troops.

IMI ﬂ-l-. '“T #i

BARFEE: It's beased largely--pertly--on my experience in the first
cocupation. Well, anyway, Neil Wickersham, of course, was a very
wealthy wan snd 2 lawysr of the czliber of, well, the top Wall
Street type corpermtiom lawyer, and he come to see me a couple
of tivse. &And Cinally he arranged for a man from U. 5, Rubber
to come toc see ne, and he came to sse me twice., They finally

made me & proposition and talked sbout salaxy and what 1 was to
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do, and it was cuite an attractive order. I 4idn't know people
made that kind of money. But it would require me to travel a
great deal and abroad also, and I wam still walking with two

sticks and getting physio-therapy and soc on. But anyway 1 was
considering that offer when this bishop came to ses me. He was
chairman of the Board of Trustees of the Episcopal Diccesan
school up in central New York, the Manlius School. And it was

a military academy. It was college prep school. That cup there
with the inscription on it was given to mm by the board. That's
my finest piece of silver. That's George II, 1724, Well, any-
way, it was a military school, and they had a vacancy there for
the head of it. They wanted a general officer. 5o Ike knew I
was an Episcopalian, and Tke sent him to see me. And I wound up
going to the Manlius School and was there nearly thirteen years.

I was a school master. -f:

LT !
BURG: It turned out to be that long? Lo
BARKER: Huh?

BURG: It curned out to be that long?
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BARKER: That long, yes, air. And I had a hard time getting away
because I was engaged on a big building program there and I didn't
want to walk out on it. But, at any rate, that's where I went
after it was over. Well, while I was there at Manlius, I went
to a meeting=--to a group that both Ike and I belong to in New
York. And we were talking thers one evening. Hs was telling
about some of his problems there, and we discussed this file —

.l_-..

here. How what is remarkable about this is how few words iti:':_:

L

takes to direct the operation of large forces on wide fromts.
There are some of these files here that=-well, here is one of
them: “The central group of armies will continue operations to
join hands with the Russians in the Danube Valley and occupy
that part of Austrian zone. Southern group of armies will seize
the area at Landeck snd Innsbruck, seal the Brenner Pass, capture
Salsburg, seize the Bruck-Radstadt area, and occupy that of
Austrian zone. Boundary between central and southern groups of
armies subject to adjustment in detail® and so on. “Twelfth

Army" and se on. Well, in paragraphs like g'm: mt_? "From
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the headguarters of tha Mcklove River, ay forces will initially
hold approximataly along the line," and so on and so on and so
on. And it's all over the map and all in Just about that much

tima,
BURG: Yas.

BARKER: And if you're issuing ar sttack order for a division it
could go into but it illustrates the dagres to which high commanders
must be given lesway and not pinned down by specific. Cive 'sm

the overall objective, what is to be asccomplished, and within

what preas they're toc cperate; and let them go. And now I don't

see it here, but these are particularly interesting. I don't

imagine you have & file of tham.

BURG: Well, there's every chance that we don't.

BARKER; This i»s on the very highest lavel. And it's betwaan--Oh,
what I started to say wvas I got off on this whan I was talking

with Ike that time, This was zbhout the time that Hac Arthur was
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having his troubls with Truman. Now Ike was crrefule--meticulously
enraful==to keap the sacratary of war and the chiefs of staff in
wnshington and the president informed on whet hes wesa doing. Mac
Arthur wasn't. fMe was free wheeling, ané it finally oot him in
trouble. Put this illustrates how very careful Genarrl Eissnhower
was to make sure that the paople in Weshington--'cause it had
political aspecte of it am wall, The movament on Innsbruck, for
axample, was talked ovar; and soma of these things are the re-
sult of an all night seasion., Wa'd Alpcuss i, Wa'd have tha

and the political aspects of it mnd whathar or not it

would get us intc troubls with the Rusalans, and--

BURG: Right.

BARKER: --tha British always took » longer view of it than we
did, too. Thay were locking to the post-war world much more.
e wantad to lick tha Garmans. Theay wantad o lick the Oermans,
but they had to live with that gituation aftar ths Garmans ware

licked, And thay wara a very mndarating influsace in this thing.
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/General walter/ Bedell Smith was 2 man who--often times Ike
wouldn't be there, and /Alr Chief Marshal £ir Arthur/ Tedder,

whno was deputy commander, wouldn't be there. Eesdsll faith would
‘_{El 'l:hl!r_l_,?. The chief of staff would take charge of them at the
staff meetings. And we had a meeting practically every morning
Bt 9:00 o'clock, and sach of us--we all discussed the whole thing.

And Bedell was a man given to Hapoleonic decisions--
BURG: Oh, he was.

BEARKER:--just like that. And he had the answer right away with-
out reflecting on what was liable to happen: and he would say,
"We'll do this" and "do that" and so on. And this fellow ;:Et.

-,

Gen. Frederick !J Morgan, who was deputy chief of staff to I

Bedell, was the finest balance wheel you ever saw, and tact %.'u,
was his middle name. He would Heten to it and may, "Yes, !i&lll-:ﬂ
quite right; I'm surs you're right about that.” This was the

line he would take:"That's good. Now, let's sea. If we do this,
it'll work out that such and such will be the case, and the
Germane probably will react in such and such » way, We'll find

oursalves--and this will be the situation.” And old BEadasll
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would begin to drew back, and bhefore you'd get through he'd have
BEedell Smith going in a hundred and eighty degree action. Nobody
knows how much we owe to Freddy Morgan for his level-hsaded

handling of Badell Smith becauss= BEedell was= not a soldier--actu-

ally. He never commanded anything in his life.

BURG: Oh, he hadn*t7?

BARKER: He had commanded a company in the First War, but he never
had anv resl command. And he had been a war department man,
primarily. He was a wonderful office manager:that was his spe-

cial gift.

BURG: I see,

BEARKER: The administration of the headcuarters. And he was
known as the "hatchet man,"” too. He was a great chopper-off of
heads, I want to tell you. And he'd go off half-cocked lots of
times. PBut Morgan was wonderful. TInstead of saying, "Well, I
don't agree with you, Fedell, you see,"” he started out by eaying,
"That's guite right, quite right, Bedell. HNow--let's see——

that'll put use here, won't Lt7"
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SARKER: “And that'll put so and so thers. Tha German resction
will probably be 30 and so, and we'll have this and that.* And

Bedell began to see that he'd put his foot into it. We osed to--

;:_Inttrrnptinn_:’.
BURG: S5ide two begins., You have heard General Barker dascribe

the importance of this particular folder which is headed off,
“Operations /cables/ Maj. Gen. R. W. Barker,” and headed off on
the file side-—the file tab side of the foldar--too. And ine-
side, basically, z2re pink message forms marked “TOP SECRET" at
the top and also with the designation: "SHAEF staff message
control, incoming messages.® These sre n file of operational
cablas between SHAEF and Washington. Virtually all of them are
from SHAEF to Washington, and General Barker has added his notes
that he views these as being of very great value to historians.
I have attached the hand written nota within the folder too.

All right. The next folder is a long, legal sized Ffolder, headed

off, "Maj. Gen. R, ¥. Barkar,"” and the file tab reads, "Raview of
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cartain fictors affecting preparations for return to ths con-
tinent.” Inside i3 the lightear paper--almost blotter paper—-
materisl with that same title: "Review of certain factors affect-
ing preparations Ffor return to the continent, hsadquarters, com=-
bined commanders planning staff."” I have entered a small nots,
paper nota with this folder which states that “Genaral Barkar

has wdded that the materizl iz deawn largely from a study pr

pared ln early ‘43 by himsel? and by General Sincleir of
British Army and is the basis in large measnure for the m::
plan.”

Gow this naxt item is loocse—outside 2 folder--and is headed with
my nota paper labsl as follows: “Pirst directive relzting te
planning for Cperations in northwest Burcpe with a related peper
concerning the mssting held with regard to that too with Genaral
[ Frank Maxwell_/ Andrews (then Commender of ZTOUSA). At this
time General Barker was G-3 of the European Theatar and as such
pregared a memorandum attached hereto on this subjsct of joint
plznning. Typed, onion skin pages—two of them--were prepared

in March, 1942, acecording to Gensral Barker." Se all of that

material, plus my labal, is together and will perhaps be found
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within another folder for protective purposes.

Ganeral Barkaer has just given me anothar item regarding the
initial directive for COESAC. It is two pages, one of them cut
short; and it's headed off, “"Annex II, amphibious operations from
the United Kingdom, directed to the Chief of Staff, the Supreme
Commander.” And then General Barker has clipped with that hie
own note: “Initial directive to COSSAC (later amended).”

This material which is headed off, "General Barker's notes on
D=Day message,” begins with his handwritten notes from which he
took his message and then continues with the first draft as he
wrote it. MNotice that in the first sheet, which is headed off,
“Thema," he wanted to speak of the fact that the eyea ol the
world would be on them as they made their attack, and he put in
guotation, "The eyes of Texas are upon you." He drew on his own
experisnce in speaking to the Royal Regimesnt of Artillery, which
had made him an honorary member. He used the word "crusade” and
used it, of course, agnin in this message-—perhaps inspired by
the fact that he finally sat down to write the message on St.

George's dAay. That same evening after writing the message he
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became violently i11, one of a number o f American of ficers to
become ill evidently from eating custard in the afficers' mess
that noon that had gone bad. The documentation follows, including,
ag you sea on the typed draft in DDE's hendwriting, final changes
and then his final “"bring back to me” with the initials "DE.*
Somehow General Barker failed to get it back to him. Note too
that the last couple of pages of this material, numbered *1%

and "2" at the bottom of the page and marked 7-D in orange red
pencil, is material ruggested by the American political officer,
Mr. /Willism/ Phillips. T have indicated that fact on a hand
written note of my own just previous to these two pages.

The next item ie a esheaf of three letters. Each i{s two peges

long: all were drafted by General Barker: but Pedell Emith signed
them. And I have » mort of note paper wrapper attached to
them.

The next item is » two page memorandum for General Eisenhower,
dated 15 January 1944. Tt carries his initials up in the upper
right-hand corner. Subject is "Matters for early consideration.®

It is a series of about eight paragraphs all together and signed
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by Thomas T, Handy, Maj, Gen. One of the foldars--ths next
foldar in fact--is a Clark Music Company folder, and marked on
the front you will see that the folder contains propaganda leaf-
lats in various languages: Polish, Prench, Dutch, Balgian,
Flemish, Horwegian--

BARKER: Polish.

BURG: ==Italian, I think.

BARKER: Yeah.

BURG: They were dropped into the occupied countries at various

stages during ths war,
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BURG: Lat me just say that this interview is now commencing
with General Barker on Sunday, July 16, 1972, in General
Barker's home.

The firet question that I want to put to Ganeral Barker {a a
guestion concerning the beginning of his career in Warld War II.
Now, General, you were a regimantal commander on the wast coast

of the United States in field artillery. The war came in Decsmbar

did that coma to be?

BARKER: On Pearl Harbor day I was at Camp Roberts, California,
in command of the 30th Field Artillery. We participated in the
shifts up and down the coast following that and were observers
of the almost chaotic fears that seemed to preavail through the
populace, On February 7, 1942, I received a telegram directing
me to report without delay to the New York port of embarkation
prepared for service in temperate climate. I turned over my
regiment to my second in command, and within forty-eight hours
was ready to leave for the Hew York port of embarkation. It
was impossible to aget a flight by air se I had to an by rail,
As I passed I made a remark that just about a week before I re-
ceived this telagram I had a perscnal letter from the chief of

field artillery, General /Robert Melville _/ Danford, advising me
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that I would soon be relieved of comman’ of my regiment bacause

I was to be promoted to brigadier genaral. MNaturally, I was
surprised to receive this telegram about reporting to New York.
dowevar, ordars ara ordera. On my way to Washington I stoppad—--

or to New York, which--actually my destination was Port Dix,

New Jarsey, which was headquarters of thes New York port of am-
barkation. On my way there I stopped off in Washington and went

te the office of Ganaral Danford, the chief of Ffield artillery.

I happened to be an acquaintance of his, and so I went to General
Danford and asked if I might presume to inguire as to mv desti-
nation and what my dutiss might be. Ha told me. First, he apolo=-
gized in a sort of way. He said, "I'm afraid that this may ﬁi ﬁ%
interfere with your expected promotion, but I was called upon .b:t::_;-.ﬁy
to designate an officer to take over the artillery section at a
large headquarters being organized in London for operations in
Europe." He says, "That's about all I can tell you." I said,

"Well, never mind about the promotion part of it, if I can just

go where the war is." And I said, "I'm gquite happy about this
bescause I've been in England a great deal and I think I can work
effactively there."” I then continued on to Pt, Dix shortly after.

And I found that there they were assembling the personnel which

would constitute this large headgquarters, Amongst them wers a
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man who was to bacome the inapector geaneral; another one was to
bacoma the chief finance officer; another was sarmmrked for Judge
advocate general, Shortly thererftar I was summonsad to Wagh-
ington, as wers two or three othars, including Colon=1l _-_'_E-ﬂwnrd
L‘l._,r_‘ Betts of the Judge Advocate General's Department. We were
told that we were to go to London right away ahead of the rest of
the proposed hesdquarters group. We were told to provide curselvas
with civilian clothes and a civilian passport and not *o take
uniforms becauss wa had to go through neutral countries. I got

a civilian passport--an official passport--from the state depart-

ment and had my picture taken in ecivilian clothes.

BURG: How did you mansge that? Didn't yom have to put on some

e

4

of the photographar's elothes? {1 ‘j
]
S, v

X

BARKER: I borrowed a necktie--civilian necktie-—and a civilian
coat from the photographer and had my picture taken. With this
subsequently I went and bought myself a suit of civilian clothes.
Shortly thereafter we took off by =2ir, and we Fflew Pan American
to Bermuda, thence .o the Azores, thence to Lisbon. I'm not going

to mention that incident 2t Lisbon.
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BURG: Oh, you don't think sa?

BARKER: MNo. And from Lisbon to Shannon. We flew to Shannon

on BOAC. From SBhannon airport we flew to Poole on tha Channel
coast and from thence by train to London. I found that head-
quarters in London consisted of a amall group of officers headed
by Ganaral Lwdmu Eugm_? Chanay of the air force. This group
was known as the "SPOBS Group", 5-P-0-B-3, Amongst them was
Charley / Charles L._/ Boltd, later General Boltd. And the chief

of staff was General f_’_ﬂ'ﬂulph hgglrt'._? McHarnay.
BURG: Why did they call it "SPOBS"?

BARKER: 8-P-0-B-5 was the acronym for Special Observers Group,
which had been sent to London for liamison purposes with the

British before we entered the war.

BARFER: This was a small group of not more than about ten off-
icers. I promptly began trying to function as best I could

under the circumstances in the area of artillery matters.
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BURG: What kind of duties did they expect you to parform in

charge of artillery at that tima?

BARRKER: It was pricarily planning for the smployment of artil-
lary in the area and had to do with equipment appropriate to the

operation and the amdunts that would be nesded--types and so on.
BURG: Did you hava to pick training sites too and--

BARKER: Well, that would have been part of it, eventually; but
shortly after this General / George Catlestt_/ Marshall came to the
theater. While he was there, as I recall Geanaral McHarney was
relieved as chief of staff and returned to the United States.
Colonel Bolté, B=o=l-t=é--Charles Bolté--who had bean head of the
War Plans Section--was designated as chief of staff at tha head-
guartera; and I was named haad of the War Plans Section, as it

wasg then called. This projected me into the planning fleld

o

F5

instead of-<the overall planning fisld--

BURG: How did that happen, Genaral? You wera an axperisnced

field artillery officer. You've told me how that army had to do
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many joba. low did it happen that you were picked for this kind

of work?

SARKER: Because I nappened to be standing thars, and there was
ne one else available. And bear in mind that theres wersa wvery
fow officers available-—on duty--there at that time. And I was
told out of the blus ons day that I was designated ns head of
the War FPlans Section, and I was directed to report to General
Marshalil at 2:00 o'¢lock—-I don't remember the date-—at 2100
c'clock at Combined Operations Headguarters at Richmond Terrace.
This was the hesdquarters of Admiral / Louis Francis Albert_/

Mountbhatten.

BURG: Ah, yes.

BAREER: On my arrival thers and going into the room, I found
the=  vas Admiral Mountbatten and General Marshall and a vast
mssortment of peopla in various kinde of uniforms. Also pre-
sent was Ganasral ,{_hlh-rt mﬁyj Wedameyar, then Colonel Wademeyer,

and an air officer whose name I do not now recall. They had come
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to London with Genaral Marshall. 5o I reported there at this
long table covered with green billard cloth and was told to sit
down. And so we there began the discussion on the employment
of American troops in an eventual return to the Continent, as
the British continually called that operation. General Marshall
left a day or s0o later for the Unitad Statean. Hea stopped en
route in Ireland where the 34th Division was then stationed
under the command of Major General 'lerlppy'iiunll FI‘:IEF
Hartle, H-a-r-t=l-e. From this time on, then, my involwvement

with the planning for operationa in northws=st Purope was continuous.

EURG: General, were you surprised at the size of that meeting
and the peresonnel of that meating, or was that pretty much what

you expected when you reported to Marshall? ( 9

BARKER: I didn't know what wes going on. I eimply knew thart I
was Lo report to General Marshall at Lord Mountbatten's head-
ruarcters at Richmond Terrace, and I assumed cthere was o meseting
in progreps, T was not surprised to see this larqge number of

Eritish military pearsonnel and--T might add--from the civilian
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ministry bacause by this time I had learned that the British were
very, very thorough in all these things and brought into the pic-

ture everyone who had an interast in 1it.

BURG: I see. Now were you known to Geéneral Marshall?

BARFER: No.

BURG: And did you report directly to him personally at that

meating?

BARKER: Oh, yes, ves.

BURG: And did he say anything to you? Aside from--

BARKER: He told me to sit down. Well, there was a discussion
going on, and he knew what I'd come for and he knew what it

wae all about.

BURG: Was the discussion a friendly discussion, General?

BARKER: 0Oh, of coursa--

BURG: Right.
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BARKER: =--of course. And it dealt in very, very general terms,
having to do very largely with the matter of the movement of

American Fforces into the British Isles.
BURG: The BOLEROD?

BARFER: Tha build-up.

BURG: The build-up for it.

BARKER: The build-up of American forces. As I say, General

Marshall left; and the next day or the day after that and from
et b,

that time--as I've said--I was in the planning bracket. /-

BURG: Right. Working at that time just primarily with Americans?

BAREKER: HNo. We had very few Americans, actually, and I only
had one or two American officers directly associated with me in

my area of work.
BURG: I mase.

BARKER: One of my first moves was to attempt to get more people

thers to assist in this, and I put in a demand--if I might call
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it that--=for highly gualified officers. Within a week or ten
days--about ten days——three excellent cfficers arrived. Amongst

them waa Colonel Art ,{aﬂhur E-y-nm:_F Navins--

@
BURG: Ch, I ses. ff '?

BARKER: --Colonel Arch, A=-r=c=h-=-1 suppose that was nruhihl::f
/ Archelaus L._/ Hamblen, and another man named Schulz / Bd. note:
actually Col. Josef R, Sheetz_/, whose specialty was logistica.
Thay ware most useful, but obvicusly the first thing was--it

geamed to me--to find out what the British weres doing in this
field., I found that thare was in existence a sort of joint com-
mittes called the Combined Commanders., Theee were the commandera
of the different British forces or their reprasentatives of all
armes in Britsin. The senior army man was Gen. Sir Bernard Paget,
but these commanders had designated men to actively carry on

the detailed work of planning. PFor the army, there was Brigadier--
cut that thing just a minute while I get the name. The British
army representative in this planning group was Brig. Colin ‘:v.u'lj

MacNabb.



Gen. Ray W. Barker, 7-15-72 Page 15

EURG: I =ea.

EARKER: Tha: navy wag representsd by--I think he was a Commodore-—-
;.:Eyril lj Douglas-Pennant--later became a full admiral. Douglas-

rennant-=-hypheaated name,
EURG: Thank you.

BARKER: The airman was Alr Marshal /Wwilliam/ sholte Douglas.
I do not at this time recsall the name of the representative

from Lord Mountbatten's combined operations.

FURG: All right. ,)9

BARKER: Each of these men from the various services had, of course,
savernl assistants. They were sctively at work on a number of
plans contemplating the return to the Continent. Foremost

among these was a plan called "ROUNDUP." From this time on,

then, I continued to build up a planning staff at my own--at

our own--headcuarters, and we worked in the closest daily cooper-

ation with the British planning people whom I've mentioned.
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BURG: Was it an informal cooperation, Genaral, or had you been

agssigned to sit with their group?

BARKER: Mo one ever actually told me that I should associate
myself or colloborate with these pesople; it was just the obvious
thing to do bacause they were in being. They—

{Interruption)

LI

BURG: =--that they had accumulated considerable experience.

BARFER: No. They had accumulated a vast amount of material-—-
intslligence about the German dispositions, and the German
defensive organization, and about the terrain across the Channel.
And we naturally availed ourselves of this, and they very freely
gave 1= of svarything that they had, There were daily informal
visits-~discussions back and forth as we worked ourselves into
the situstion. Periodically, there were held formal meetings

at which the senior officers came--General Paget and the others.
And formal minutes were kept of thesa., The British ware axpert

in that matter of keeping minutes of meetinga. Before long I waa
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invited to come to a meeting of the BOLERD committee, a British

meeting of their so-called BOLERDO commitctee to be held at Hor-

folk House, 5t. James Square. This was my first introduction

to Norfolk House where I was destined to spend many, many, many

working dayvs over the next couple of years. POLERD was tha code

name which had been adopted to designate the process or the

operation of introducing into the United Kingdom, the American

forcee for participation in the forthcoming--or the anticipated--

operation in Burope. 1t included not only personnel, of cnursa;_ -
el T

but the vast stores of supplies and ecuipment that would be [ ?

needed. The ramifications of this ware infinite. Tt invelvad {j

the erection of warehouses and storage facilities. I recall

that the motor transportation was shipped knocked-down. That

ig, the wheels were off of the vehicles and were in the bodies.

mnd it involvad the construction or preparation of assembly

olante for motor transportation. 'There had to be a wvast amount

ot storage space for rations, There was the matter of madical

inetallations and so on. The BOLERD committes had frecuent

meetings, and out of it came numbers of directives to the var-

ious British ministries on whom this whole thing impinged: the
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General Post 0ffice in the matter of telephone communicatien,
for swxample, and the Ministry of Health, the Ministry of War
Transport. This went on until by the summer of ‘42 the whole
business had been pretty wall clarified and its procedures
set up. And as a result of this, the formaml mestings——as I

recall--of BOLERO just seemed to petar out.

BURG: 1 sas.

BARKER: We didn't--

i _._..l_f_'
AURG: By that summer of 1942 ware thare any number of Amarican
troops in Bngland or Seotland or ware thay all in Horth Ireland

now'’?

BARKER; WNo, in the summer of'42 American troops began arriving
in the United Kingdom. The first combat troops to arrive was
the lst Division, the lst Infantry Division, which was stationed
on Salisbury Plain. An important element for decision at that
time was the priority to be given to differant types of troops.
The chief signal officer was calling for signal troops because
communications lines had to be installed, Everyone was fighting

for tonnage, Thare was a limited amount of tonnage, and we had
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» prediction from Washington 2s to how many personnel could
rome in s certain month. And we were called upon to say how we
wanted to distribute that alloeation of troop spaca to the
diffarant arms, and T was in the middle of groups of different
staffs and branchas of the service demanding = large mhare of
that parscnnel allotment. The quartarmaster people wanted depot
troops so they could house the supplies; the anti-aireraft people
a=id, "Well, wa ought to have some anti-aircraft troopa hare to
protect these installations"; tha chief surgeon was demanding
medical personnel for the hospital; and so on. And the fallow

in the middle,myself, in alloeating these was under an awful

lot of pressure and made a lot of enemies, I'm afraid.

BURG: Well, I suppose the engineers would demand persemnel if

they ware going te build the hospitals.

BARKER: 0©Oh, all of them were demanding personnel. HAnd they
wanted more than their-they 2ll wanted their share of the

shipped cepacity for a menth.
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BURG: Well, how did you--

BARKER: And we had to, of course, operate sixty to ninety days

in advanca, too.

BURG: Yes.

BARFKER: Because once a decision was made as to what personnel
and what units were to coma, then those units in the States had
to ba alerted and prepared and moved to the ports and so on,

S0 we were operating on a lead of sixty to ninety davs on all

of this.

BURG: By what process did you establish these priorities? That's

going to ba of great interest. How does ons determine whether

to bring in more engineers than signal or-- Ei N
)

F 2
2]

BARKER: Wall, you just had to look at the situation as :ﬁﬂﬁéi-tnﬁ-ﬁ
or would exist--say, sixty days from now and use your own bast
judgment in the light of discussions with the various depart-

ments or arms or branches and arrive at the best posaibla decis-

ion as to which need was mc pressing in tha light of the situ-

ation as it existed,
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BURG: After the event did you look back to find that by and
large you people made the right decisions, or do you remembar
any time when mayba you had far more infantry than vou could

house or——

EARKER: The British were very genercus in giving us housing for
the combat troops and for troope. They made a lot of their
barracks ‘{:ﬂi.hhl.!?-!ur instance, the Aldershot area. Sid-
worth /Ed. note: Sidmouth/ in particular had been a big British
garrison in peacetime, and they turned that whole thing over

Eo us.

BURG: I ses.

BARKER: They were very helpful with this. Put we had a vieit
from General Marshall in Juna. He came over to discuss with ua
tha matter of operations that year., The preaident was most
anxious to have troops in action in the Buropean Theater in

the yvear 1942, especially before election.

BURG: I ses, Yan,

BARKER: And Genseral Marshall and others came over in Jume to
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explore this whole thing, and General Marshall pushed us vary
hard to plan an operation on the Continent with such troops as
were available that year. And under pressure for that, my litctle
group prepared what we thought was the only practicable operation
with the troops awvailable in 1942, namely, a landing with avail-
able forces to seize the Cherbourg penninsula

in an unreasonably short time--less than twenty-four hours--we
did prepare an outline plsn for that. T remember we worked

all night--right through the night--Art Hevins and some of us—
and the next morning I had to present this plan to General
Marshall. It was what we used to call an outline plan. And
Genaral Marshall went to the British Chiefs of Staff to propose
that, and the British Chiefs of Staff turned thumbs down. They

said it was just not feasible. &%

=

3
BURG: Mow your plan would have employed how many divisions? =2

BEARKER: Oh, I don't remember. The lst Division. We had by that
time the lst Division /and’/ the 34th Divieion. I think the lst

Armored Division was in Northern Iraland at that time, and we
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would have brought more divisions--more troops-—over because it
was to ba some months hance. But looking back on it, the Bri-
tish Chiefs of Staff, headed by General ;f-nllm mnr.-i-j Brooke-—-—

Alan Brooke--as I see it now, they were guite right about it.
BURG: Had you planned just to lodge yourselves in the Cotentin?

BARKER: That's right, that's right. To seize this-——to get =
toeshold on the Continent where we could construct airfields and
from which we could break out in conjunction with other landing
operations, the following year-—which would have been 1943. But
all of this came to naught when in late July we suddenly got
orders to drop everything in connection with planning for opera=-
tions in northwest Europe because we were directed to prepare
plans for operations in Africa. And that was the TORCH operation.
And in the last week in July--I don't remember the axact data,

but it was toward the end of July--I was in my room in my billet
in the Dorchester Hotel where General Eisenhower was also billeted
and I received a phone czll From him to come to his room, I rathar

think it was sbout 9:00 or 10:00 o'clock at night. He handed
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me this cablegram from Genaral Marshall saying that the prasi-
dant had directed that American forces must ba engaged in the
Buropean Theater in 1942--that was tha presidant's direction--
and to prepara for operations in NWerth Africa. That was the

beginning of the TORCH operations.
BURG: Yes.

BARKER: GCeneral Eisenhowsar had bhasn thers lass than two months
and he was not--I would say a month and a half, something of

that sort; you ean tell from ths record--
E'IJMI !“. I'-L"_" J.-:':'

BARKER: --ha was not vet thoroughly familiary but he said to me,
“T will have to form a joint Aritish-Amarican headguarters and
ataff for this. Can you recommend British officers for key
poaitionas in thia?" And at the samea time he sald that he wanted
me to taka tha 4ob of G=2 on the oparation. I told him that
thare wara two officars that I would particularly recommend to

him. One was General Humfray / Myddelton_/ Gale ms the chisf supply
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and logistic of ficer. That war the first time Humfrey Gale
evar came to General Eisenhower's notice. At that time General
Humfrey Gale had this sort of position on the staff of Genaral
Paget, who wes commander in chief, Home Forces, in BEngland. And
he subsecuently msked for General Gale and got him. And General
Gale stayed with him to the end of the war. That was a success-

ful appointment.
BURG: Right.

BARKER: I also recommended Kenneth /W.D,/ Strong for G-2. He
tried to get Kenneth Strong, but thes BEritish would not release
him. Inatead they offered a man in the intelligence field

named {ifiq. Bric E;?.Hﬂﬂh1.f_?‘rr?ﬂﬂn——“-ﬂﬁcdkﬁ1—.—fh—rh._r*rb?h
m-a-n. Mockler-Perrymsn joined the staff as G-2 but laft it
after the force got to Africa. And then Seneral Eisenhower was

able to get Kenneth Strong, who stayed with him to the end,
BURG: Right, right, 2

BARKER: I continued on thie until shortly before the date for
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the operation when word came from General Marshall to recon-
stitute the ROUNDUP planners for operation in Burope. T had
been head of that on the American side, so I was pulled out of
TORCH together with a couple of others and went back to work on

what becama OVERLORD.

BURG: Had you completed the TORCH planning at the time you

ware pulled off?

BARKER: Well, it's never completed until the last. It had
pretty well cryatalized, and T was succeeded by--turn that off--

I was succeeded by iEln. Lyman ug? lLemnitzer,

BURG: Lyman Lasmnitzer.

BARFKER: Lyman Lemnitzer. 5o I went back to work on ROUNDUP,as
it was then called, which was a sort of a generic word for the
raturn to the Continent. And T worked on it through the fall.

It was very difficult because TORCH had first claim on everything.
BURG: Yes,

EARKER: And it was rather frustrating all through the fall, and
the British personnel were being changed all the time. Finally,

along about December they designated General ._-‘ilj. Gan. EBir
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John nlnxmdug_? ginclajir-—generally known as "Sinbad Sinclair®

bacause originally-<he was an cfficer of the Royal Horsa Arcil-
lery, a gunner, as they called him—-but originally he had been

in the navy so tley called him Sinbad,

EURG: m- I sea, yas .,

BARKER: But he and I were able really then at mid-winter to get

down to brass tacks and with constructive planaing.

BURG: Now let me ask you this, Gemeral: when you left the TORCH
i |
satup was there any final word to you from General Eisenhower?

£y

Did he say anything about-- |‘-_ 3
BARKER: No, no. General Eisenhower was up to his ears in TORCH,
BURG: All right. Second question. Was it your impression at

that time--now you're off TORCH and back on ROUNDUP and the

Britisn are chenging their officers--did you think at that time

that perhaps the British weren't as serious about ROUNDUP as

we were? Or how 414 you view it?

BARKER: Well, we were dead serious about it from the very begin-
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aing: I knew that from General Marshall. And we Americans were
convinced that this was the prime way to defeat Germany. The
Eritish--the prime minister--as is a matter of history, swayed
back and forth on this, and T won't go into that. They always
wanted to go back to the Continent. It was just a question of
how they would do it, and the prime minister had this idea
about the "soft underbelly” that we had heard so much about.

We heard about it at Quebec. But the demands on the British T
I‘,‘::-'.' -EI_:\-:'

for officers were very, very great. They were operating in =

""-iu a

various theaters. And a number of their planners had gone to
TORCH just as ours had, so it took a while to get settled firmly
back on to what was then called ROUNDUP, But, as I told you
yesterday, it was on New Year's Day, 1943, that I put it up to
General Einclair that we had a vast amount of data, information,
intelligence, and tentative plans but it was time for us to pro-—
duce something that would bring it all to a head and come up
with a definite conclusion and a definite recommendation as to
what in our view was the most promising answer to the guestion

of whera and in what way the operation could be launched with
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the greatest prospect of success. And we did produce this paper
in February of 1943 and submitted it to the Combined Commanders.
It wvas a very axhaustive study and, we thought, a very construc-
tive cne. And this paper became known as "CC-109," CC standing
for Combinnd Commanders. I think I'm right with that number
109. Put it was this paper that was available to COSSAC when
COSSAC was formed, and it was the wpringboard from which the

planning for OVERLORD was launched,

BURS: How wide o digsemination did CC-109 have? Did it come .
'I:IJ .":

here to the United States for example? l\': N

iy
BARKER: Yes, it did. We submitted it to the Combined Commanders,
and it went from the Combined Commanders to the Chiefs of Staff
Committee, which war the top armed forces committee under the
prime miniscter. The Chiefs of Staff Committee was presided

over by Ganeral Zrooke, who was CIGE, Chief of tha Imperial
General Staff. And it numbered the top naval man, who varied
from time to time, and the senior man for the Army--actually that
was EBErooke-—and he had an assistant. Also sitting in on that

was General ﬁEnti.nq- leﬁ Ismay, "Pug® Ismay. Air Marshal
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,,__ﬂharlu Frederick Algernan __? portal was a very potent member of
that groupr Hountbatten was a mesmber of it. Go this paper of
ours did go through to them also. I don't recall just what

they did with it, but--

BURG: In short it did not come back to vou with anv written

statements on it from them?

BARFER: I don't recall just what their comment was. But it was
available to us, and, of course, things began to move. The
Casablanca Conference was hesld, and cut of that came the deci-
sion to form & planning group to make definite plans. By

that time it was evident that the oparations in North Africa were
going to succeed, and a0 the decision then was taken to proceasd
with definite planning for operations for a return to tha Con-

tinent across the Channel. I.r._"f:

%
ﬂJ.:_:I:
BURG: Ah, you gualify that by saying across the Channel-——

L]

BAAFER: Yes.

BURG: How did you feel? Did that please yom that they were

setting a very definite range in north Europe?
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BARKER: Well, I was too far down on the ladder at that time.
I bacame aware of all this when they directed that a staff be

formed to do this planning in the name of the supreme allied--
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BARKER:-=-to do it in the name of the supreme allied commander.
And out of this came the appointment of General Ertdltink
udqmrt];? Morgan with the title of Chief of sStaff to the Su-

preme Allied Commander (designate).
AT

BURG: Yeas, Yes.

BARKER: And I was designated as deputy to General Morgan.

BEURG: Did Morgan have any say in your being picked, or was he

in sffect handed you =g an exparienced American officer?

BEARKER: It happened that at that time I wore two hats: I was
head of the planning group and I was also G-3 of the Buropean
Theater at Grosvenor Sguare, the American headouarters. So

I had two hats, and General g&'.mh I.mnk;_,_f Devers was in command.
He took command after Generasl /Frank Maxwell’/ Andrews was killed
in a crash in Tceland. And Morgan consulted with Devers, and
Devers--1I am told--said, "Well, tha logical man is Ray Barker.
He's been in this racket all along. He's more familiar with it

and is more deeply immersed in it than any one else.” 50 as a
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result of that, I wvas a brigadier at that time,

BURG: You had been promoted?

BARKER: Yaes, I was promotaed in the summer of '42.

BURG: All right.

BARKER: And so I moved on over into COSSAC.

BURG: Leaving now your duties as G-37

BARKER: For a while I continued to supervise that in G-3 as
wall, but after a time I was reliesved entirely of that. And it

was at this time that I was promoted to major genaral.

BURG: And your official designation in COSSAC was Deputy Chief

Of==

BARKER: Deputy Chief of Staff,

BURG: =-—-of Staff.

BARKER: Deputy Chief of Staff. Morgan was senlor to me: ha was

8 lieutenant-ganaral.

BURG: Yas.
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BARKER: We worked on an sgual plane. A8 A matter of fact,
Morgan salid many times, “Actually, I ought to be the junior
member of this because the Americans are going to be the pre-

ponderant force ultimately.”

BURG: He saw chat sarly?

BARKER: Oh, he saw it right from the beginning.

BURG: Right.

BARKER: Right from the beginning, he said, "The British are

going to be the juniocr partners in this eventually.”

BURG: Can you describe your first meeting with thie man? I
know how mach you admire him. Wwhat was your first meeting

and what took place?

BARKER: Well, T was told by General Devers that I was to be
the senior American officer on that and was to be deputy to
General Morgan, and I said, "Well, who is he and where is he?"
And he said, "Well“=-and a= I recall Devers made an appointment

for me. I went to Norfolk House and there met General Morgan
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for the first time,

BURG: His officea were there?

BARKER: Well, we really hadn't set up COSSAC yet, We were just
getting together--getting acquainted--and were starting to

gather some people around us.

BURG: Yas.

BARKER: And as a natural thing the small group that I had working
on the planning for ROUNDUP—the “"RCUNDUP planners® they callad
us-—we just redesignated ourselves and were absorbed into COSSAC,
And a group of Britishers moved in, and so the thing just flowed
together without any formal thing. PFinally, of course, after we
began to accumulats people, Genaral Morgan called us all together
one day, and he introduced himeelf. He told them what it was
all about and read to all of us the first draft we had of our

directive. Mnd from that time T was in COSSAC.

BURG: How you must have been concerned. You weres going now to
work very closely with a senior British officer. What was your

first impreseion of Morgan?
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BARKER: ©Oh, like every American who met him, it seemed that I

was very much attracted to him. I realized that here was a

great character: here was 2 man who above everyvthing slese was
honest and straightforward. And it was apparent right away

that ha was a man of great ability, but the ocutstanding impression

that one gained waa that “"hers ias a straight shooter.”

BURG: Yas.

BAR¥ER: I've heard that so many timms [rom Americans: "He's a

straight shooter.,”

BURG: Now he's known to have liked Americana. Hs seems to=—

BEARKER: Fnown to have what?

BURE: To have liked Americans.

BARKER: Oh, yes, yesm.

BURG: BSeams to have admired us.

BARKER: Yas, he liked Americans, and Americans sensed it.
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BEURG: How you have a reputation of having admired many BEnglish.
Was there anything in your mind that you might have been placed
in your position because you were known to get along with the

English and to admire them?

BARKER: Well, we mustn't use that word admire too freely. I
think I understood the British point of view mnd the British

people batter than most Americans.I'd been in England a great

danl,
BURG: That is, before the war, General? { F’-"

BARKER: Pefore the war. And 1'd always been a great student of
English history. And I seemed to be able to astablish a rapport
with them better than a great many of them, Ganaral Marshall
said to me one day, fairly early in the game--T think it was on
one of his vieits to England--he said, "They tell me that you
are pro-Eritish.” I said, "I don't know what they mean by

‘pro-Eritish,' but certainly under the present circumstances
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hera I shouldn't be anti-British, That would be fatal to our
cause, but, " I said, "I do get alono wall with them. T under-
stand them and I understand their point of view," And General

Marshall smilad, It didn't sesm to--
BURG: And your assignmant was not changed?

BARKER: Well, I told him I felt that my loyalty was first to my
own paople and to my own command--and that prevailed over avery-
thing else--but that I did get along well with the British and

geamad to be able to establish a rapport with them. fﬁ A

iy

]
L

¥y

BURG: MNow let me ask you this, General. Marshall looked at
you and said, "They tell me you're pro-British.” Did any others in
England eey thie to you and perhape say it v though thet was
n bed thing for you to be pro-British? Any trouble with your

fallow officars?

BARKER: No, no, that never interferred; that never arose.

BURG: T ses ,

BARKER: Thara was on® circumstince, Whan T laft o go o
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England, I had to laave my uniforms back in the States becausa
I want in eivilian clothes, and my uniforms were in a foot

locker., It didn't arrive for a couple of months, and I was not
in uniform., Thare ware no American uniform supplies available,

no gquartermaster; and I had to get a uniform tailored in England.

BURG: I sea.

BARKER: And I had to use some British material which was slightly
diffarent from ours. It's upstairs here now. And somasona com-

mented on that one time.

BURG: They did.

BARKER: Jokingly. But this guestion never bothered ms, never

had ANy =

BURG: But there was one buttom on your tunic that was non-American.

BARKER; Yeah, I moved that down to the bottom of my coat where
it attracted the least attention, and I wore that for quite somes
time to please General Morgan. And he did the same, but even=-

tually we took them off.

BURG: But this was the circumstance where--
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BARFER: This was 2 little symbol that just meant somathing and

Genarel Morgan falt meant something,

BURG: Now did he remove your button and one of his own and trade

with you just about the time that you first met in COSSACT

BARKER: Yes, right at the very besginning.

BURG: Fight, And the two of you then wore each other's uniform

button on your own tunica.

BARKER: For a time, I think I took mine off when I went to

Quabac,

BURG: I sea.

BARKER: I took it off at that time, but I wore it during the

sarly days of COSSAC,

BURG: It was an interesting symbol, Let me ask you this, Gsneral,
bacause it's the sort of thing that typically doesn't occcur to
people, I guess. Can you describe for me a fairly typical day

for you at COSSAC with Ganeral Morgan? How would ths day begin
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for you, and what kinds of things might yov be doing during
that day--what kindes of meetings, with what kinds of pecple=-

Juet a typical day of operations in that unit? £

BARKER: As far as we two wera concerned, thare was no typlcal

day. The British working day is different from curs: there's
an hour's difference. We Americans, after all, we had to--for
the great bulk of the people that worked there, thers had to be
office hours. There just had to be an hour when you heaan work.
We hed American clerks and American WACS and secretaries and ser-
geants who were typists and who worked on maps and all that
sort of thing and handled the files. Thosa people--the general
run of them, officers and men--came to work =t nine o'eclock in
the morning. They were scattered all around in billets, and it
took time to get there. 5o nine o'clock in the morning was

the usual time for Americans--the American elament--to start
work, The British, however, likad to begin work at ten o'clock.
Wa liked to quit work at five. The British liked to work until
six-=-game numbar of hours but a different time. And this,

strangely enough, was & minor problem all the way through; the
working habita of the two pecple were different. But for Morgan

.
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and myself, we free lanced. I might start the day by going to
ane of the British ministries, I might etart the day by going
first to Grosvenor Square to see the Americans about something
that had come up. And Morgan and I mada it a habit to get
together in the early part of ths morning--about the middle of
the morning--to talk about things that had happened and what
we were going to do to plan. He'd say, "Well, I want to go to
the War Office this morning to see Brooke® and so on. And we
spent a great deal of time with the planners on the next lower
level, giving them our ideas, checking on what they wera doing,
and so on. We were often called to meetings in the War office
whare the British were having conferences, and we would go and
ait in on that. Morgan and I worked late, later than anybody
alsa. Wa would have something to eat and by eight o'clock or
eight-thirty we wers back in Norfolk House. There might ba two
or three others there of the senior officers: General gﬁhj. Gen.
Charles n;?'w--t or Brigadier gihnn.th El?'ﬂdhtln or someone

like that, but Morgan and I a great deal of the time naver laft
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thare till ten or aleven o'clock at nighte-oftentimes working
roacifically on 2 given problem, or a givan set of figures, or
just having = bull session on how things seemad to be going—-
trying to size up the situation, But I would say four nights out
of five found me working my way back to my billat sometime be-

twaen tan, =leven, a2levan-thirty at night, in tha derk--
BURG: Hlackout?
BARXER: In the blackout.

BURG: Yas. ||Ih '."|

kil g

BARKER: And 5o on. And usually baing stoppad along the way by
a street walker, as there were plenty of those on tha streests.

Thay wera Franch, incidentally, most of tham,

BURG: Sundays off for all of you, or did you run seven days

2 waeak?

HARKER: For most of the rank and file Sunday was off. For the
senior ones amongst us, we worked Sunday morning and then tried

to get some axercise in the afternocon.
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BURG: Yes.

BARKER: And I would often take a bus out to the outskirts of

town and hike on the country roads until dark. And General

West and I were great walkers together and turn it off.

({Interruption)

BURG: Lat me ask vou thie, General: were you and Morgan--wers

your offices close togethar--that is weare you on the same

floor of a structure?

BARKER: Oh, thers was no--=is this being recorded?

BURG: Yes, it's running. 5
B

BARKER: There was no distinction whatever along national lines,

no severance. Here was a team, and whather a man wore a U.S5.

or a Crown made not a bit of difference, not a bit of difference.

Ho one thought about it. You just worked together am a team,

and no one thought about whether a chap was British or American

or Canadian. We had some Canadians with us; and wa had some

South Africans too. Ho one thought about that at all.
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BUMG: Wall, you wers, that is, you and Morgan were Talrly close

physically in the building--

BARKER: Yes.

BURG; =--s80 you could easily consult?

BARFER: I was in the naxt room.

BURG: Right. Sow big a force was this? How many peopls in

CO33ACT

BARKER: Oh, bafore we got through and the planning took more

definite form I think we must have altogether had at least three

hundred pesople of one sort or another. ; {-_‘R'ﬁ.
. 5
URG: I eee, -

BARKER: HNow that included sverything £from orderlies, clerka,

typists, file clerks, mimeograph operators, draftsman who could
make maps, and people who could do multigraph work. There were
translators because we were translating German and French docu-

ments cquite fraguantly. And then if a mejor decision was made
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to carry out a certain project there had to be people in the

lower ranks who would have to sit down and do the nuts and bolts
of it: how many crafc of this type, how many craft of that type,
how many meén are nsedad to man these cpaft and then the capacities
of craft, how wuch you could get onto different craft, how many
eraft could be funneled through & certein point--through a cer-
tain hard--and so on, and the rates of flow of supplies. Now
that took a lot of calculating, and for that you needed a great
many people—-experienced pecple, intelligeat people--in the
grades of captain, major--some of them lisutenants--and so on.

BURG: Mow some of those men are Americans; some are Canadians;’
i

some are British; some are Bouth African. How was it deter- o

mined that when you needed some intelligent young officers—-
how 4id you determine where you would get them? Did you go

to all the services and then pick out, or how was that done?

EARKER: Mo, we would call on the War Office to supply officers
with such and such a gualification from the British, and we would
eall on American hesdguarters in London for officers of such and

such & grade with such and such qualifications. Or we would ask
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Washingten for them Ffrequently. We had to ask Weghington for off-
irare, and that is tha way wa got most of our Amarlcan officars.
They wore sent directly from tha Statas. And you'd eak Tor men
o7 such and such a grade wvho é;nr;}’ capable of doing such and

anch things. Then we would get them; sometimes we would find

that they weren't capable, Then we'd get rld of them and so on.

BURGt I ses&. Then beneath you and Morgan we have high ranking
officers to whom the two of you turnad over certain problems?
You mentioned McLean. For example, if you and Morgan are dis-
cugsing a problem concerning, well, let's say, landing craft

and obtaining landing eraft, you would then turn to McLean and

say, "Here i®s what you must do," &and McLean would then see to

.-. T

it that it got done?

BARKER: Wall, theare wara staff sections. Thare wera dlfferant
groups organized for certain functions: and if Morgan and I
dacided that wa wanted to axplore the feasibility of the project,
we would eall in the hazde of cartain groups znd perheps their
sggistants. We would eall In the people who would be invelved
therein. And we would discuss them with them, get their views—
they were intelligent, good people--gst their views cn it., And

out of that would come a declsion: "Well, we better try something
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else. Or, go ahead now, and produce a paper which will put this
into effect.” S0 it might——usually would--start from a dis=-
cusmsion betwsen Morgan and myself, initially, probably at ten
o'‘clock at night or something like that. And we'd say, "Wwell,
then, tomorrow morning, then, we'll call in %est and McLean

and ‘-'_’:Enl. Frank Il_._? Albrecht and Huggins .J_'Elpt. Gordon Hutchings,
UEIJ_'?, and we'll put it up to them and put them to work on it.”

It was guite informal--

BURG: Let me put this to you: How effectively did your informal
organization work? Did you find areas where you had to make
adjustments to get results? In short, it seems to me that it
would be impossible for this group to form an organization that
worked perfectly. There must have been things you did wrong

> i

at first and corrected, Can you remember that? ™

|:?'. 3
&
BAREER: Well, there wap always in a project like that, ML-
starting more or less from scratch, a period of trial and error,
getting acquainted with each other, finding the most effective

way of making the machine work. BAnd that came out of conmulta-

tion. And as we became better acruainted we found the best
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way to handle proijects of thirs type was thus and so, and so the
thing evolves. We didn't start ouvt with any table of organiza-
tion; we didn't have an organizatiom al chart. We had to build
that as we went along. And it started with a box that had
Morgan and myself in it; and like an inverted tree, thare's
tha usual orgenizational chart. And we put a box and =ay,
"This is logisticss this is intelligence planning: this is
transportationy this is amphibious"; and so on. Then you began
to put into sach box the pesople vho sasmed to be appropriate;

and each box in itself sometimes would subdivide—-it evolves.
BURG: ligh.ti

BARKER: Because unlike the organization in the War Department or
unlike the agsnization of a division or a corps in the Army _a";h-rf
thare is a prescribed orgesnizational chart and slots which have

to be filled, we didn't have anything like that; and there was

no one to prescribe it for us. We had to develop it as we
want along. e\

]

F:"--. af'}
BURG: And the two of you then--the two countries--you and Morgan--
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you drew upon your knowledge of organizational matters in yomur

respective armies--

BARKER: Oh, sure.

BURG:--but you put together a pragmatic workable thing--

BARKER: Sure.

BURG:=--unlike both.

BARKER: And thers was a certain amount of trial and error.
You would say, "Well, wa'll organize it this way,"” and in a
short time you'd find that you'd have to wake an adjustment

on that.

BURG: Yes.

BARKER: That's the way it goes.

BURG: Think back now, General. Do you remember what disappointed
you most about this planning period in COSSAC? Was there any

problem or set of problems that disturbad you because parhaps
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they were not solving themselves?

BARKER: Well, problems don't solve themselves--you solve them.

Ho, I don't think so because I think Morgan and I wers axpar-
jenced people. We were accustomed to working with staffe and—
{(Interruption)

EARKER: Morgan had an uncanny aptitude for understanding and
knowing how to work with our people, and I had already had a

good deal of experience with the British. I was known by this
time—-pretty well known--in Whitehall in the many of the minis-
tries. I1'd established rapport there. The people knew me, I f._f;-“-_-.r.:

knew them., And I could call them on the phone and =ay, "I'd '._-.___ ;

|k o

like to come over and talk to you about this. What would be

a good time?” And so on. And they would call me on the phone
and say--I was known by my first name amongst a great many of
them--"Ray, can you stop by and have a chat with me about thie
or that?* And you might think it wae just a little thing; and

when you get there, you find it was something that was worrying

them a great deal.
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BURG: Can you give me an example of that kind of problem?
EARKER: Mo, I can't think of anything specifically at the moment.

EURG: I was wondering about the assimilation of our troops in
England--the results of BOLERD. Were the Englich sometimes

troubled by us and how we acted?

BARKER: Oh, well, of course, that's a different story. You're
getting into an entirely new field., The British and the fAmeri-
cans——we on our part and they on their part--made a very definite
affort to see that relations would be good. We had handbooks
that were given to the soldiers on the ship coming over telling

about the English people, who they were, what their habits were--

BURG: Yes. £

BARKER:--and giving their background and their social eu-tn'l-
and so on. We had an excellent pamphlet on that, and every sol-
dier had ons of them in his pocket. We'd glven it to them on
the ship. The Eritish prepared films to show American troops,

and they circulated a great deal of literature amonget their
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paople-=their civilian population. They made a definite effort
to orient tha ecivil population on the matter of having to live

with the Americans for a while.

BURG: Yes. Well, I thought that might--

BARKER: Incidents arose.

BURGEy; ©Oh, veB.

BARKER: Uncuestionably they would; mostly over girls—
BURGE: Yas,

BARKER: =--more often than anything else., The American soldiers

had more money to spend than the English soldiers, and it irri-

£

;

tated the Engliah esoldiers. s '“f;_;
BURG: Yes, Well, I thouoht perhaps it might be along those Wy

lines that they would occasionally call you in to find out--

BARKER: In the esarliest days befores COSSAC--they talked to me

a graat deal about it, but at COSSAC we never concarnad oursalves
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with that. We were working within a different framework entirely.

BUORG: All right, let me change directions on you just a bit,
S0 far, besides Morgan's name, we've referred to Senaral West.
We've referred to McLean. Could you briefly describe each of
these men? What special cualities 4id West, for example, bring

to the COSSAC planning staff?

EARKER: Well, primarily, General West brought--he was an engineer——
to COSSAC a keen, analytical, engineering mind that could analyre
a problem and get to the roots of it and an ability to reduce

it to fundamental terms at first.,

BURG: I see.

BEARKER: He was an anginear. Mclean was a hard, pragmatic Scot-—-
came from a little village up in Scotlind. And he too was a man
very much like West /and/ who had more combat experience. Well,
I won't say that because West as an /NRPMZ/ officer in the First

War had a tremendous amount of fighting--saw a great deal of
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fighting. But they were men of very much the same type:both

of them engineers, both of them of long service in India,
BURG: Uh-huh.

BARKER: And you know in the British service in the line regi-
ments——in the combat arms--they took a peculiar view of engi-
neers; they regarded them as a separate breed. We very often
d4id too. But these were both hard thinkers--pragmatic men--
who had a keen powsr of analysis. West g;lf a much cuieter

man than McLsan, A fine man,

EURG: Do other Eritish officers in your group now stand in your

mind for their gualities?

BARKER: There was ﬂilj_,_? Gan, Hevil Brownjohn, B-r-o—w-n- f~h-n—
B.J. He was a supply man. He was with us the counterpart of
Humfrey Gale. And hes was what we would call gquartermaster type,
and he was tops in the field of supply. He headed up in our
organization all the supply planning. He was an outstanding man.

He later after the war became a full general, was in command of
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British troops in Barlin, and was knighted. Ha is now Gen. Sir
Hevil Brownijohn and a very, very sick man. Last ysar when I
was in England, I called his house., I wanted to go to see him,

and Lady Brownjohn said that he was in bed--that he can't see

snyone.

BURG: That's too bad.

BARFER: He was a vary outstanding man too.

BURG: Did you have any Royal Havy types with you?

BARKER: Oh, of course, there was .—‘_’*mdnrl -:I'uhn_? Hughes~Hallet.

I've mantioned him.

BURG: Yes, "Hughes-Hitler" was the nicknama.

BARKER: ©Oh, beahind his back, we callad him Hughes-Hitler. He
was a most excellent man. Ha had had lots of sea ssrvice--lots
of fighting at sea--and waa an intensely practical man., We were
not well represanted at COSBSAC by the U. S, Mavy. They didn't

give us their best men, I'm zfraid., I'd like not to discuss that.
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BURG: Well, just discuss what you think their reasons wera. We

neadn't name the men if you don't wish to but--

BARKER: Well, T don't know. 1In the first place Admiral /Ernest
.:I'numF King was interested in the Pacific, and he would put in

everything he could into the Pacifie.
BURG: I sae.

BARKER: And, no, the main burden of the planning at COSSAC fell
on Hughes-Hallet and his group, and our navy was not well re-

presented either numerically or otherwisa.

BURG: How, how about the British Royal Air Force? Did you have
i

good people drawn from that branch? |"'"- i

BARKER: Oh, we had axcellent wmen. Our best man there was Air

Commodore Victor Groom, later Air Marshal Groom.
BURG: How did he spell his name?
BARKER: G-r-double o-m,

BURG: All right.
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BARKER: Maybe thare was an 'e' on it. EHe wvae an excellent
chap. #And we remained friends for many ysars after the wer,

I visited them in England, We corresponded, but it sort of
petered out in the last few years, But we kept in touch with
ezch other over the years, Vietor Groom, Ha made 2 trsmsndous
contribution. But I woarked with him from the very beginning;

ha was one of the earliest people in my experience there. I

was with him right from the very beginning., Ees and I were asso-
eciated; and whan we formed COSSAC, I made = special request

that Groom come over with us at COSSAC.

BURG: Now how about the strengths of the American contigent?
Who were the senior American officers, and how do you see their
contribution?

BARKER: Oh, I think their contribution was, of course, competent
and excallent. I wouldn't derogate them for a minute baecause I

speak of the British--you‘'ve been speaking about tha British--
BURG: Right.

BARKER; =--and not the Americans. We had some very vary axcellent
paople. fﬁumll Frank ll,.fu.hnuht of the engineers was an
outstanding man.
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BURG: Was his quality of mind very much like his British counter-

part‘'s? Was he a practical and--

BARKER: Oh, yes—

BURG; ~-sharp minded?

BARKER: Oh, yea. He was an engineer. and ha later becama a
major-general and was chief engineer in the EBuropsan Theater

for a time=—

n -'I;:
BURG: I see. |'£ ij

BEARKER j-—aftar the war. He wasg an eXcellent man. Hames have

begqun to slip me on a lot of these people.

BURG: Was /Arthur Seymouy/ Nevins with this unit?
BARKER; What's that?

BURG: Was Nevins with this unit, Arthur Hevina?

BARKER: Ho, no. Art Nevins was not in COSSAC: he waa in

Horth Africa.
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BURG: I see,

BARKER: And after Ike joinad us Art came up from Africa and
was absorbed into SHAEF. There were a number of peaople from
Horth Africa who came up because Ike had known them there--=Tke
and Bedell Swith--and they wanted them. They had proven them—

selves, and they wanted them.

BURG: Right. How you've told me that our U.S.Havy representation

on COSBEAC was rather weak. How about our Alr Corps representation?

R

Fis

BARKER: Oh, we had some good men. They changed a number of '.,L :JJ
Ciinas, W iedn aoh aemed L. Tayveed Ba. 0T aaetils aed T
we had /Col. Paul 5./ Bwards; but they seemed to be shifting
all the time, We didn't have continuity in the air planning,
which was very unfortunate. BPBut the Alr Force changed their
people a number of times with us, and that was unfortunate.
And as a consequence, most of the work was done by Groom—-headed

up by Groom.
BURG: Yes.

BEAREER: But we had Air Force officers too. EBEut wa had too many
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changes in the Air Force component.

BURG: Later on thare was guite a—-I would have to say a great-—
argument over the fact that Eisenhower wanted to pull bombers off
the etrategic bombing of Germany to bomb for OVERLORD. Do you

suppose that some of the arguments came from the fact that Alr

Force represantation changed?

BARKER: Mo, no. By the time Eisenhower came the operation--the

form of the operation--had crystallized, and Bomber Command iu o

‘\x ;;
_ll_.-"'

Harris--was quite a potent influence in BEngland. They were all

the Royal Air Force-~headed by Air Marshal {_Arthu: mm;f

for bombing the hell cut of Germany itself, but as the time
approached for OVERLORD it became increasingly important that
we seal off the area where we were going to make our landings.
And you look at that big book, and you'll see the pictures all
around the arc, an arc which enclosed Hormandy. The rallway
bridges had to be knocked out; the tracks had to be knocked
out; and the marshalling yards had to be destroyed. But there

was one thing we had to be very caraful about: not to concentrate
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everything on the Hormandy area cause that would be a dead

giveaway as to where we ware going.
BURG: Yas,

BARKER: So, unfortunately for the French, we &id a hell of a
lot of bombing arcound Pas de Calals area and other areas so as
to keep the thing in balance and not point the finger too
closely. Then, of course, once the operation was launched, then

it was intensified around the area vhere we were operating.

BURG: Did vou ever encounter great resistance to any of your
jdeas, say, from the Combined Chiefs, the British--well, Alan

Brooke, for example? Any real opposition from that lewvel? - .

{7 J
'I.f- =

BARKER: Opposition to what? g V7
BEURG: To any aspect of your plans?

BARKER: Well, of course, the prime minister right on up to the
time of Quebec had reservations about tha cross-Channel operation.
He had lived through the first war. He'd seen the destruction
of a generation of young Englishmen. And at a briefing that we

gave him one time at Morfolk House he shook his head, and he said,
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"I wake up at night and see the Channel floating with bodies of
the cream of our youth. I'm paraphrasing that. He was wor-
ried about the losses. He thought there might be a cheapar way
of doing it. And he kept proposing operations in the Mediter-
ranean--the underbelly; but after Quebec he was into it heart

and soul and so was Brooke. And occasionally there might be

di fferences of opinion about some of the details. But, basically,
they were all for it, and they threw themselves into it just as

we did.

BURG: You and Morgan ware both guite satisfied in your own
minds as you singled down to Hormandy that you were right--

becter that, than the Baltic coast of Germany?

BARKER: Oh, yes, yes. Thare was no guestion about it.

BURG: And that—-

BARKER: Ho guestion about it.

BURG:-—the best thing to do was Normandy with a deceptive

feint at the Pas de Calais?
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BARNER: Well, yes, that was part of the dacsption, of coursae.

That had to be.

BURG: Mow you spoke of coming over to the United States, and
you brought over with you material which you then presented to
our Joint Chiefs. Could you describe how it occurred that you
were sent to do that and what the trip was like for you? And
whe it was you talked with and their reactioma? Could you sort

of sketch in for me that exparience while you were in COSSAC?

JARKER: Well, I think General /Thomas Troy/ Handy probably was
the one who had proposed ity but, at any rate, General Marshall
and the Amarican Chisfs of Btaff didn't want to go into the
Quabec Conference cold to be confronted with this plan for the
first time right thare with the British who already knew about
it because we had presanted it to the British Chiefs of Btaff

on the 15th of July. S0 I was ordered to come over to Washington

and bring the proposed plans with me and make 2 presentation

to tha Chiefs of Staff-—which I did. And we did that in Wash-

ington. Then we went by train to Quebec.
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BURG: What was the reaction of the United States Navy to the

plans when you presented in Washington?

BARKER: Well--
BURG: King was there and /Admiral William Daniel/ Leahy was there.

BARKER: Leahy was there and Admiral King. Well, Admiral King--
I gained the impression--now this is purely an impression--and
I told this to Samuel Eliot Morison, who is a friemd of mine, up
in Maine one summer; and he disagreed with me--I told him that
my impression was that Admiral King had no enthusiasm for the
thing at all: that he didn't like it very much because he was
mad at the Japs and wanted to divert everything--wanted to fight
in the Pacific and give that the first priority. But again,that
was my impression at the time. I just felt that he didn‘'t

have great enthusiasm for it. .f/_j"‘l
BEURG: Did he ask many questions?

BARKER: Oh, yes, but I don't recall too much about it,
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BURG: Anyone at that mesting who seamed very enthusiastic as

you think back to those days?

BARKER: Wall, of course General Marshall was. He was all for it.
BEURG: I see.

BARKER: AndGereral /Henry Harley/ Arnold was also.

BURG: Right.

BARKER: They ware in it right up to their eyes, yeah,.

BURG: And then, when those sessions were over, you took the

same basic material up to Quebec?
BARKER: That's right. :

BURG: Now did you present the material then befors Roosavelt

and Churchill or--

BARKER: Ho, no. ©On the way over--Kenneth McLean had come over

with the Prime Minister, and aboard ship he had made a presentation
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to the Prime Minister. I've got a piéeture here of our COSSAC

group, and it includes Kenneth McLean, mysalf, Albrecht and

/Capt. Gordon (USN)/ Hutchings and one or two others taken at
Guebec. Gosh, I looked young.

I thought I'd never go back to that. But they wers both familiar
with it--both the American Chiefs and the other--and I don't

think a formal presentation was made to them thers, Kenneth

Mclean didn't, as far as I know; and I didn't. They were

familiar with it, and they just discussed the implications of

it. Their discussion was largely on s~-I think--most of them—-
becauss they sat in closed session almost all of the time. B
And there was one time when everybody was driven out of the f j
place, and it was reduced right down to the prime minister, o
gfmi- Francis w Mountbattem, and Brooke and General

Marshall and the president and General Marshall., And I don't

know what others. It was pretty hot there for a while between

them. But better gualified people than I have talked on that

subject.

BURG: So at Quebec there really wasn't a great deal for you to do?
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BARKER: Mo, I had more or less dome . However, there was a
great deal done on my level between officers from the War De-
partment and from Washington because we on a lower level did

a great deal of talking about landing craft and weapons and the
question of artificial harbors. We had tremendous discussions
on that, and it was there that the decision was made to use the
Mulberry system and to embark on that. And Eir Harold inllj.
Gen. 5ir Harold Hﬂﬂ'ﬂltﬂ!?.lﬂﬂllt came over from England in the
midst of the whole thing because he had been exploring the
Mulberry problem--heading it up. And he came over to (uebec,

and it was there that the decision was made to adopt the Mul-

berry plan.

BURG: S0 it had turned ocut to be a profitable thing for you be-
cause it put you in contact with some of your opposite numbers

in Washington and--=

BEARKER: Oh, sure. Oh, sure. There were constanf discussions of

the people on the working leval.
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PR Yan,

BARKER: The prime minister and Brooks and the president and
Ganeral Marshall were on the policy leval--don't you ses?——:
the overall statesmenlike policy and pelitical aspects of it.

And we people were the nuts and bolts--on the nuts and bolts lsvel=-

BURG: Yes.

BARFER: =-working level.

BURG: MNow when you returned to England and to COSBAC, what was
the situation? What was naxt? Was there any change of pace

after Tuebhac?

BARKER: ©Oh, yes, of coursa. Then we knew that it was definitely
on and that there was no gquestion about it. And I won't say
there was a change of pace. Perhaps saveryons falt that the
thing was nesarar and nearer a reality and we better jolly well

get to work and pick up all the loose ends if any and so on.

BAMRG: Right.



@Gan, Ray W. Barkar, 7-18-72, Intarviaw #2 Paga 90
PARESR: T think the wark intens!fiad from that time om.

BURG: Sow Eissnhower is back in England in very early January

of 1944. Is that right?
BARKER: Yezh,

BURG: And befora ha actually appearad, you had had to cope with
mwhtm.lmﬂunm. Was he the first of the
high-ranking generals who was going to use the plan? Was he

the first one to sea it, then, and-—

BARKER: Ha appearad first. Monty appearsd first, and we mada a
presantation, NMennath McLean did it. We asked him to do it
beczuse ha had known Monty and so on, and so before the maps
Monty was given a briefing on the plan. And then the naxt
parson to appear wasz Bedell Smith, snd finally along abeut

the 10th of Janusry General Bisenhower oames, That's all in the

recorda so thare's nothing I can add,
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BEURG: But Montgomery was unhappy about the size of the attack?

BARKER: Wall, 30 were we, Monty didn't bring anything new to

os in that. At Quebec T made a very strong plea for more landing
craft no we could extend the frontage and put another division
anhore, particularly on the Utah beachesy but I didn't epeak with
any authority soc to speak. W¥We ware just the planning group,

and we could pressnt our--

{Interruption)

BURG: Now after COSSAC--after the attack--after Hormandy has
occurred, what happens to you? What is the courss your career

i

takes? Ilﬁ

I'\.'l ':"..
'.\,'_q:.l:l_ :a_,.r
BARKER: Well,a peculiar thing--. I guess I told you about ok

General Marshall having told me in Washington after Quebec about
his having been designated as a prospective supreme commandar.

I told you that.
BURG: Yes, and he asked you to do what, sir?

BARKER;: And, well, he said he was beginning to think about

his staffy and because I'd beam in the sort of G-3 end of it,
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he said he wanted me for his G=2. And that was when T told him
I mpprecinted it, that it was a compliment, and so on. And then
he brought up the cuestion of the chief of staff as I told you.

You have that on your--

"y

BURG: Right, T think we do have it.

=

..-.I.
3] Tl

g S

BARKER: And then he began to think in terms of General Morgan as

fﬂ-‘u"r":-x
< :
1

hie chief of staff, and he told me to have General Morgan come
over, It was at that time that I suggested to him that if Morgan
wae to be hie chief of staff--and he seemed to be guite sold on
it--that /then/ I could be of more use to him as deputy chief of
staff to Morgan as I had bean at COSSAC--because weé ware a team.
He seemad to look favorably uvpon that, and from that time on we
sort of wont on the assumption that Morgan was going to be chief
of staff, and that T would be ddputy chief of staff. Ceneral
Marghall then said to me he would have to think of someone else
as G-1 instead of me if I went to deputy chief of staff. Eo he
then hit upon General /Harold Roe/ Pull, whom he had known at
Benning. And =0 he sald, "We'll send General Bull over right

mway.” And General Pull was ordered over forthwith, and he
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joined us wi th the understanding that he was going to be G=13.
Genaral Marshall fully expected to come over as suprems com-
mander; and his secretary--fellow named /Lt. Col. Prank/
McCarthy--actually sent over to me some of General Marshall's
personal effects for use in his office. A package arrived, and
we bagan setting up an office for him. And we sctually had some
of Gensral Marshall's personal effects there in anticipation of

his coming.

BEURG: What kind of personal effecta?

BARKER: Mostly for his desk. / : A
EURG: I sea.

BARKER: There were desk pads and so on and things for his per-
sonal use in his desk., Those things actually came, and they

weare sent by this man--I think his name was Frank, Frank

McCarthy--
BURG: Most interesting.

BARNER:--which is evidence that he sxpected-=-that General
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Marshall expected--to come over. And I had some personal corres-
pondence with McCarthy, who was a sort of a secretary to General
Marshall, on the subject of General Marshall's coming. And
Morgan seemed to think when he came back from Washington that

he was going to be chief of staff and that I was going to be
deputy chief of staff to the commander; and we worked on that
basis. Then all of a sudden along about Thanksgiving you know

what happened.
BURG: Yes.

BARKER: The president designated Eisenhower. And that put an
entirely new aspect on the staff bescause everybody knew that ,:";';1 ‘:j
fXe would want Bedell Bmith for his chief of staff. Morgan <o’
began to wonder what was going to happen to him, and there's

a telegram here in that file from Bedell Smith to General
Eisenhower in Washington on the subject. Bedell talked to me.

I was the first one he talked to when he came to London the

first time from Africa, and he raised the gquestion of Morgan--
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just what was going to happen to Morgan. And I urged him very,
very strongly to keep Morgan on as his deputy if Morgan would
accent it. And also when Badell first came, I said, "Under

this setup hera Pinky Bull ir going to be G-3; and if Morgan--
and I don't know just what my status is going to be. And,”

I said, *“I'll tell you what I'd like very much, Bedell. I would
appreciate greatly a chance to go back to soldiering.” I said,

T would like to go back.” I said, "I'm fed up with this sort

of thing.” I said, "I'm a soldier: and I prefer duty with troops

to everything else; and I would like to get command of a divi-

e
F ."I My

v .\\.

sion.” T said, "That's my ambition.” And I said, "I've had an
awful lot of this, and I'm fed up with it.” And he said, “In,}.
you can't,” He said, "You're too deeply into this, and I nu-dxzh;u3-
you here with me to help me get oriented and get broken in." He
said, "I ean't consider your going back to s division.” And

so T stayed on, and for quite some time I spent a great deal of

time in Bedell's office getting him oriented and helping him to

get the feel of evarything.

BURG: Right.
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BARKER: And later I again asked him after he seemed to be getting
in if T could go back to soldiering, and he said, "Ho." He

said, "You've got to stay here with us.” And he said, "We'll
make you G-1." And I said, "Bedell, that's not my field--per-
sonnel and that sort of thing. I don't know anything about that,
particularly, except in a very general way." He sald, "Wall,
that's the way it ie.” He said, "I can't let you leave the
headquarters; there's too many things that you are involved in."
So gradually I bagan taking on gquite a lot of special projects
for Bedell Smith and became in effect a sort of a liaison between

SHAEF and the British suthorities because I knew everybody. —
o -

£

BURG: I ses. Ny

BARKER: And I d4id4 an awful lot of liaison work back and forth.
And then the whole business of prisoners of war was dumped in
my lap: the responsibility for everything hawving to do with how

many prisoners of war in allied hands, allied prisoners of war
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in German hands. And what a job that was! And gradually I had
to build up guite a sizeable group that d4id nothing but work on

prisoners of war data.

BURG: select group: Eisenhower,Bedall

Smith, Morgan as Bedell's deputy and you as sort of a special——
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