THE SECRETARY OF DEFENSE
Msshington

FEB 25, 1952

Desr Sengtor Connellye

The Departrent of Defense, lnclwding the Joint Chiefs of
Staff, supperts the Hesclution new before your Committee which
would approve the sgreement between the United States and Canads
with respect to the St. Lawrence Sesway project. In recommend-
ing its edoption, the Department of Defense would like to polnt
out the Tollowing important edvanteges te the national defense
that this projeet offers.

First, the Seawmy, when completed, will incresse the flow
of high-grede iron ore for the production of steel for munitiens,
and other purposesa, from the Lebredor-Quebec ares which is now
being developed. Unless the Seaway 1s bullt, cbtalning ore from
this new source will present serious problems of trausportatiom,
including inland transportatlon and the hagerds of wartime sea
trapsportation, On the other hend, the ascessibility of the
Lebredor-Quebec areas mede possible by the Seawny would supplement
our present supply and would furnish the required substantisl ad-
ditlonal source to sugment the greatly dimipished reserves of open
pit ore from presaut sources.

Secondly; the power rroject to be comstrueted in cohnection
with the Seaway will provide additlonsl sourcee of necessary cheap
power in a reglon whose industrisl potential is vital to our
mobllizetion program.

Thirdly, the Seawvay will fecilitate the transportation of
mmnitisne to overseas bsses. For exmmple, 1t would shortenm by
1000 miles the open sea route to the British lsles.

Fourthly, the Sesway will provide sccess to sdditlomal ship-
bullding and repelr facilitiea which are alweys very necessary in
time of war for our suppremacy on the high sess,

Since the Seaway project 1s most important to our natlonsl
security, I conslder participation by our Government in the menage-—
ment of the Seawmy to be of the utmost importance. Unly by having
an equsl voiece in the pleoning, building, snd operation of the
Seavay project can we ingure that we will meintain in cur own hands



some measure of control over the development of thds important
paturel resowrce. I urge the Committes that the project be
approved in order that 1ts timely coneiruction may be soocn
achleved through the mutusl efforts of Canada and the United
Stetes.

Very pBincarely yours,

Ja/ William C. Foster
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