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CAMPAION STATEMENTS

(Mo statements on Statahaod)

STATE OF THE UNION ADOHESS - February 2, 1953

"Another of it najor concérns is our tountry'a lsland possessions.
Here, one matter deserves attention. The platforme of beth political
parties promlsed lmsediate statehood bo Hawadl, The pesple of that
Tsrritory have sarned that status, Statehood should be granted
promptley with the first electlon scheduled for 155,

EI'-ITF'J'EHT BY THE FRESIDENT AT THE QUNCLISION OF THE SECUND DAT'S SESSION OF THE
i g ay, Dac r 1B, ] 5 =i

On the second ay of oonferences with Congressional leaders and Chalrssn
of Senate and Howse Commitises, eight main subfests wora dizoussed, one of
which was Hawaifan Statshood :

*he guestlon of statehood for Hawall was discussed and it was
pointed out that the Hopublican Platform urges "immadiate
stalehoad® for that Territory,®

PHESIOINT SISENHDWER'S PHESS AND RADTD CONFEAEHCE = Pobruary 24, 1953

9. Barnet Novar, Denver Fost. Will you try o recommend sarly Congressional
actlon on 3tatehood for Alaska?

THE PRESTDERT: I believe the Resublican Platform saye that Alaska's situstion
will be studied, Lo make a determinatlon as to whuther or not Statehood
should be recomasnded and granted. [ think in the case of Hawaii, the case
has been proved. It's & large population, it has a broad local industry to
support it -- broad tax base -- they provided fighting men in the war, and
mids a fine record =- and thelr case has bean proven.

To my mind, mot yel has ihe Aleskan case Deen completely
proven. I is more & dependency thanm it i o separate and sell-gupgporting
region. And I think the cases are not the gima, So [ am not yet pespared
L3 maike Such & Feconmendalion,

FPRESTDANT ETSENHIWER'S PAESS AND BATI) CONFERENCE = My :I.J.'.lI 1953

He Thank you, Hr. President. Alice Johnson, Seatils Times, Hr, Presldent, srs
you atill opposed to the inclusion of Aloska in thoe Hawallan Statehood L411%

THE FHRESTOENT: T am personally of the belief that the Hawalian 241l should be
handled by L1tself on its merits, I have seid time and again, and this is
encirely aside from what the mepublican Flagtfors sald onm Lt =— my oum
comviction i this: In Hewsdil you hawe an economy that is self-supporting,
there is a large population, and on top of that, they delivered a record in
World War Two that to my mind clearly entitles them to the privileges of
Statebood, And I would like to Sew that case handled clearly and specifisally
on its merits, without complicating it with any other question — amgy other
matiar.

STATE OF THE [NION ATDRESS = Jangary 7, 195

*tha pesople of Hawaii are ready for statehood. I renew my reguest for this
lagislation in order that Hawail may elect its State officisls and Lis
representatived in Washington along with the rest of the country this fall.=®



-

PRESTONT SISENHOWEN"S PHESS AND RADT) CONFERENCE = January 13, 195

4. Mlice Starr (?7) Seattle Times. A year sgo in your State of the Union
Mesrage you recomsended statehood oventually for Alaska, undsr certaln
circumstances. This year you didn't even mention Alasks. JIoes that
mean that you are less favorably disposed to their statehood =-

THE PHESTDENT: (interposing) Tt merely means that the circumstances that

I would lay down as the complate justification for Alaskan statahood
have pot yet arcived,

PRESTDSNT EISEVHIWER'S PRESS AND RATT. CONFERENCE - February 10, 195

Qs Enowles, Hew York Times, You were asked for statehood for Hawaii, Tt
lecks like you are going te get it — there 1s a bill out in the Senate.
Hut there are alas bills reported both in the Senate and Howse for
slatehood for Alasks. Do you think the time 18 ripe for Alssken state=
hood a8 well?

THE FEES[DZNT: Thess things &re now separated on the HL11, whers they are
&t111 under discussion, and T think, rather than stert a debate in this
body on the same guestlon, I will wait till they declde. Then if wou
want to ask me that questlon agaim, I will talk to you about it,

FHESIDEN T EISENOWER'S PRESS AND HADTO CONWFEREWCE = March 10, 195k

G. Mr. President, Hensley, [hited Press, Sanatsr Anderson vestorday Formally
called up hils amendmant to tack Alaska onto the Hawsilan Statehood bBE11,
0o you have any comment on that at &l17%

™E PHESIDENT: Well, our leadarship has promised to do its best to keep then
separate;, and T parsonally favor that plan.

How you people know where I have stoosd on this business of
dtatehsod for the two Tercitories. You kpow that T taks a Flatform
aorboudly. [ am trfying very much to carry out the basis promises of the
Bepublican Party Flatform. T note that some of them are paralleled in
the Deaccratic Flatform, 5o [ don't see amy resson why each of these
States can't be handled on Lts owm merits,

PAESIDENT ETSENEMWES'S PAESS AND RADTO CONFEREMCE = April 7, 195k

4. (interposing} Mr. President, Alice Johmson, Seattls Tines, [Last wesk,
the Senate passed a measure giving == enabling both Raweit and Alaska
to achisve Statehosd. IF the Houss should pass that measure, wsuld you
vato the bill?

THE FRESIDENT: Wall, I talliewve I have mads the ruls hare never to pradict
what I will do, T am sometines like the man, you kmew, whe — In a spesch
== Wi lntroduaced a Littls bit DIuI‘-EﬂﬂII"ﬂ-IﬂlJ"' ha SEYD, ua‘_l_]_* I am golng
%o be interested in what T have to say, becawe thers has certainly besn
proat prodictions made about it. [laughter)

How, I hawve stood for a long time for Hawsllasn Statahoad.

I thought there were certain considerations of national security, and so on,
that made tho other cass & separate ome, IF these bllls are pul together,
I will hawve Lo take & look &t then at the tims, arnd study them and decide
what I believe to e right at that mcment. 1 just can't predict.

J. [(Allecs Johnson) May I ask Just cne more allied guastion? Oovernor
Beintzleman recently sugemated that Statehood should be glwven only to the
populated area of Alaska, Would you lavor such a mova as that?

THE PHESTOENT: Well, [ don't know whether I would favor it. It certainly is

(Continued)




THE FRESIDENT (Continued):

a different problem, and T would look st it with an entirely different
viewpoint than T would if we had all those outer reaches -— bDarren oubar
reschel — that are lying on the Bering Sea and the Arctic Ebum.
included alsa, Tt would be a different problem, in sy mind.

PRESIDENT SISENHOWER'S PRESS AND AADID COMFERENCE - July ¥, 195

G« Hprry Frants, [hitsd Press, Heverting to your comment on the legislative
program, have yoo abandonsd hope of petting legislation for Hawalian state=

hood this session, and if sa, will you carry over the campalgn into foturs
confarencas

THE PRESIDENT: Well, Ho, I bawen't entlrely abandonsd hope, I would be fooliah
to say that thers aren't some wvery tricky problems imvelwsd in 1t, because

the Senate pul both these together. But I baven't sbapdoned hope st all,
by sy means.

PRESIDENT EIS:NHUWER'S PRESS AND HADTO CONFERNCE - July 1, 1954

Q. (interpoaing) Saith, of the Fortlamd Oroegonian. I have besn trying to
amgertain ths Administration's position more specifically on Statehood
for .ﬂn:.";q. and in the Interior Department T hear theare are certain defansa
conaiderations there, but at the Pentagon there 18 no spparent apprehension
o that count. And in both Departmenits they augpest that in the White House
thare is & certain feeling on that point, T wonder if you could clarify
this whole matter?

THE PRESIDENT: Well, you are asking my porsonal epinion. You said "White House.®
[ suppose you mean me, because I think 1 imow & Litile more about the military
than anybody ¢lse in the White Howse. (laughtar})

Indesd, I am copcerned, Amyone thet loocks al the map can sos
what the isportance of Alasks — the Aleska territorlal oxpanss == is to the
lhited States from 4 security standpoint. So I am vary deeply concerned as
to the fate of all of those sutlying aress that lie, let uws say, west of the
150th meridisn and, let us say, north of the Tukon or the Brooks Hange.
Those reglons are of tremendous importance. And I don't think I should say
more than that.

J. Mr. President, ===

d4. (intarpesing) In that same connection =- Vandercack of the Amorican
Broadeasting Company -- I don't quite understand the theory that & territory
is necessarily sasisr to defend than & State. Would you explain that, sir?

THE PRESIDANT: Well, T would say this: [ don't say 1t's essler to dafand, I
gay it's easier to use, because in one case it 18 mder the absslute control
of central government, and in the other case 1t 1 not.

ADDRESS BY THE PRESIDENT = HOLLYWOOD BOWL, LOS AMGELES, CALIFOANIA - September 23, 1554

¥ . - = = Many other isportant problems will command Thée attantion of the next
Congress.

Among them will te measures for - = = = Statehood for Hawaii =-=®

ANNRESS OF THE PARSIDENT - CITY ADITORI M, DENVER, COLORATD — CQotober B, 195l

W must drive through partisan ohatructiona to gchieve statahood for Hawsii, = -.®
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PRESIDENT EISENHOWEH'S PAESS AND RADIO CONFERINCE = October 77, 195k

Q. Mr. President, Alice Johnsan of the Seattle Times amd Aleskan papors, The
Republicans recently experisnced an almost sne hundred percent disaster in
the Alaskan election, and both the Republicans and the Demoorats, those who
won and those who were dafeated, sttributed the Demoeratic vietory to the
Teeling of Alaskans' disappointment that they did not — weren't included
in the Statehood move., Will this lead Fou to explain further to the pesple
of dlaska your position?

T™E PRESIDENT: Well, T can't say what T will somment on this. A8 a matter aof
fact, T haven't seen all of these records. T haven't geen these statements.
Hut 1f I have anything to agy, I will say it, I am sure.
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