Personal and Confidential

There is no use belaboring the point nor pursuing the analogy
too far. The fact is, however, that while we get almost dis-
gusted with the picture that France currently presents, we need
only to look at the rest of the world -~ indeed to ourselves -~ to
see many points of similarity.

I think I have digressed sufiiciently far from Bermuda that I
should come back there just long enough to say that I left the
Islands one moraning, flew to New York, and that afternoon made
a talk to the UN,

That particular talk had been evolving in our minds and plans for
many weeks. Quite 2 while ago I began to search around for any
kind of an idea that could bring the world to look at the atomic
problem in a broad and intelligent way and still escape the im-
passe to action created by Russian intransigence in the matter
of mutual or neutral inspection of resources. I wanted, addi-
tionally, to give our people and the world some faint idea of the
sise of the distance already travelled by this new science -- but
to do it in such a way as not to create new alarm.

One day 1 hit upon the idea of actual physical donations by Rusaia
and the United States -- with Britain also in the picture in a minor
way == and to develop this thought in such a way as to provide at
the very least a calm and reasonable atmosphere in which the
whole matter could again be jointly studied, Once the decision
was taken to propose such a plan in some form, the whole prob-
lem became one of treatment, choice of time, place and circum-
stance, and the niceties of language. 1 had, of course, a lot of
excellent help == but I personzally put on the text a tremendous
amount of time. '
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Throughout the friendly world reactions have been good; our
official messages have been much like the public statements you
have seen in the press. The Soviets have now, at last, moved
toward a meeting, though not without their customary grumbling,
griping, and some sneering. We will see now what the next
step brings forth! Bat all in all I believe that the effort up

to this point has been well worth while, and has done something
to create a2 somewhat better atmosphere both at home and
abroad.

A week after finishing the UN talk, my Cabinet and I had to be
ready to meet the Republican legislative leaders and go over

with thern the legislative program we had prepared during

these past months. We knew exactly where we wanted to go in the
matter of principle and we were quite sure of the basic direction
that we would take in each of the several important fields that
togetker would make up an entire program. But it was very
necessary to get together-with the legislative leaders for several
purposes: =

(a). To gather from the legislative lzaders their impressions
of the sentiment of the country, compare their reactions with
ours, and thus arrive at an order of precedence or priority |
in :he presentation of the program.

(b). Under the principles and purposes laid out by the
Administration, to work out applicable legislative methods,
as well as modifying amall details to add to the attractiveness
or popularity of the particular program.

{(c). To renew the habit of cooperative effort between the
Executive and Legislative Departments.
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