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INTEEVIEW WITH
Elwood R. COuesada
for

Dwight D. Eisanhewer Library



This interview is being taped on Ogtohker 17, 1973 with
Lieutenant General Elwood Quesada in General Quesada's
affice at 490 L'Enfant Plaza in Washington, D.C. Present
for the interview General Quesada and Dr. Burg from the
Eisenhower Library Btaff.

DR. BURG: General, what I'd like to start with., under the
assumption that the Air Force project will pick up the sarly
background, would be to take you back to December 7th, 1241
and to ask you where you were on that day? wWhat was your

assignment? What was wyour rank? What were vou doing at

the outkhrealk of tha war?

LT. GEN, QUESADR: I was a major, temporary major, and I

was in command of the 33rd Fighter @Group. And the 33rd
Fighter Group was stationed at Mitchel Fileld (New York).

On Sunday, December the 7th, I was in the process of tryving
to get & group of boys who were assigned to that group cap-
able of flying P-40=, We had a lot of trainses that were
zanpt up there to get Zome transitiocon in P-40s, and the idea
was that I was to give them a very rapid transition in P-40s
and they were to be sent over to Takoradi on the wesat coast
of Africa to ferry P-40s from Takoradi to the British in Egypt.
And on that morning we were using three fields to give them

their transition, and because we had so many of them one field

waen't enough. I learned about the war in a heospital.
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BURG: You were in & hospiltal at that time?

QUESADR: T was in a hospital under these conditions: While
this transition was going on, one bey indicated he couldn't

get his gear down; he indicated =0 on his radio. And we

egached him as well as we could and saw that he was going
down say about a mile from the field where we were. And so I
got into & car and followed him, having in mind to pick him
up becauese I knew he was geoing to crack up, which he did.
And he cracked up in a cemetery. And when he d4id so, he hit
akout three people, one of whom just bought a lot for him=-
self, and he, himself, was burled in it a few days later
because he was, in fact, killed. &and so I conmmandeered some
cars to get the people who were injured and took them to the
hospital in Mineola, I think it was, or Garden City. B&And
while I was taking them in to the hospital--several of them
ware very, very seriously hurt, cne of course died--a reporter
was trying to get as much of the story as he could and 1 told
him, "If you'll just let me get these people into medical care
I'L]l eome ack and tell you the facts."

And he zaid, "Don't worry, laddis, this story will be on
the tenth page.”

I said, "Oh, I hope you're right, but why?" BAnd then he
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told me that the Japanesae had attacked Pearl Harbor, That's

how I heard about it.

BURG: Now let me ask you, your 33rd Fighter Group was equipped

with P-40s7?

QUESADA : With P-40s.

BURG: The young men who were transitioning were transitioning

from Curtis, the, what was it--

QUESADA: They were right out of the £lving school.

BURG: ©Oh, I =sea.

QUESADA: They were right out of the flyving school,

BURG: Eo thev had gone through their advanced training--

QUESADA : Right,

BURG: =--2nd were now ready to take on fighter aircraft.

QUESADA: Had akout a hundred of them. They weren't particu-
larly assigned to my group. They weare just kidas that were being

sant to a place where thers were P-40s. And thev wers then to
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be shipped to Takoradi to ferry these airplanes to Egypt

through Timbuktu,

RURG: Why d4id the wvoung man come in wheels up rather than
simply bail out of the ship? Was there a particular set of

instructions that said he was to ride it down if possible?

QUESADA: Well, number one he was fairly lew. Number two, as
a general rule you dan't want to just abandon the airplane
becansa your wheels are unable to be extended. #As a matter
af fact, wyou made me think it through more, wasn't landing
becauss he ecouldn't gelt his wheels down; he was landing
Lecause he was having engine trouble or propellor troublse,

we never did learn which., 2nd it wasn't his wheels. I got
confused becausse I remember his wheels were down and we told
him to raise them--and that's why I got confused--to make his

landing easier.

EUURG: Was this a3 P-40 with an 2Allisof=-

QUESADA: No., Yes, b P-40 with an Alliszon endgine,

BURG: aAnd these, I presumse were still a2 little, perhaps some

of the bugs still in them?
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QUESADA: We were having a lot of trouble with them. Sut T
imagine the trouble here was really cockpit trouble, We

were having more cockpit trouble than engine trouble,

BURG: By that do wvou mean, dials, instruments that didn't

read properly?

QUESADA: HNo, the training of the personnel was not up to
the airplane. We were dealing with veung boys who were not

trained as well as Lhey later were.

BURG: EZkipping ashead just briefly, later on was an inter-
mediate step placed between going into a first-line fighter aircraft

out of the training aircfaft.

QUESADA: Yes. Later on there was a very, very much improved
training preogram. The personnel that were put into combat
operations in the early part of the war--we put a lot of boys
into combat operations who were not trained well by necessity.,
I'm not bellyaching., The war was thrust on us very guickly,

and this is an example of how we had to take voung kids and--

(Interruption)
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BURG: Well vou were saying that these young men had to

pretty much ke thrown into this early on in the war.

QUEEADA: They were not trained as our young men later were.
The airplanes were guite a task for them to fly; they did the
best they could. Our accident rate was incredibly high and
the boys in guestion here were later shipped to Takoradi and
Ferried planes from Takoradi to Egypt via Timbuktu and Khar-

Lo,

BURG: Reélieving the British of the necessity of handling that

stage of the trip.

QUESADA : That's coarrect.,

BURS: Then they could be turned over, aperational, to the

British in Bgvpt—-—

QUESADA: Right,

BURG: --Ffor use in the western desert. All right, now, may
I ask you this, on that day, on December the 7th, were your
aircraft dispersed or were your airoraft parked in rows more

or less in the peacetime fashion?
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QUESADA: 'They wers parked az if it were peacetime.

BURG: When vou found out that war had come, what ¥ind of
action did you initiate on that day? Did you disperse then,

or what happened?

QUESADA: MNa, we didn't disperxse. Evervbody got guite hys-
terical, and unnecessarily so, The air defense people, of
which we were a small wnit, became guite active and our air-
planes were put on alert. And we were sent after radar targets
which always turned out to be birds. And the whole atmosphere
along the whole west coazst, and east coast and west coast, was
more responsive to hysteris than to a real military threat,
Because if wou remember at the time the Germans couldn't even

get across the English Channel.

EURZ: But I remember the pericd and the hysteria that pre-

vailed,

QUESATRA : There was incredible hysteria.

BURG: Did it calm down within a week or so so that you were

getting fewer of these radar targets and--
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QUESADA: It calmed down within a week. There was a dispersal
elong the eaat coast to various bases to, so-called, protect
our wulnerable and strategiec targetsz, In our case, which iz
only one of many, one sguadron was sent te Norfolk to, so-
called, protect the naval base at Norfolk. Another one was
sant to Philadelphia to protect the navy yard at Philadelphia.
And another was sent to Washingteon to protect the nation's

capital.

BURG: When we talk of a =squadron, how many aircraft, opera-

tional aircraft—-

QUESADA : Twenty-five,

BURG: Now these pilots, these seventy=five pilots are old

line, regulars, trained, experienced pilots by and large?

QUESADA: No, they were old line regulars in terms of the time.

Most of them were very ineXperienced,

BURG: 0Oh, they were?

QUESADA: ©h, sure. When the war broke out a vast majority of

the voung crews were extremely inexperienced. Each squadron
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would have an allecation of boys with one year of experience
and another allecaticon of two, another allocation of three,
three years of flying experience that im. A boy with thres
yvears of flying sxperisnce was considered quite senior, and

he'd be a flight commander.

BURG: S0 in these three squadrons, we're not thinking along

the same terms, for example, as the RAF, let's say, in 1939=-

QUESADR : Mo, not at all,

BURG: -—--with the heavy amount of professional long-term

personnel?

QUESADA : Very very far from it., The turnover had been s¢ great
that if wvou had five boys in the sguadron with three years

experience it would be guite unusual.

BURG: Men simply did not stay in the service, having learned

to fly and having Berved a bit they--

QUESADA: Our expansion was so great, we were sxpanding so
rapidly that we had to take our personnel and spread it out

very thin.
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BURG: 5o roughly perhaps from 1940 up until--

DUESEDA: That's right.

BURG: =--Dacember of 'dl, expansion had weakened a squadron.

QUESADA: Weakened everything. Everything was diluted.

BURG: What is the next thing that happened to you then? You
are a temporary major at the time that war comes commanding

that fighter group. What is the next step for you, personally?

QUESADA: Well, the group was moved to Philadelphia and we had
to operate one of these information centers. The group head-
quarters was in Philadelphia, and, as I say, one of these
information centers was activated using mostly eivilians. One
squadron in Philadelphis, one sguadron in Washington, and one
in Norfolk. we thought we were in an active air defense pos—
ture, but it was really more training than that. There were

a few of us who thought that we were wasting our time hy
standing by and being on the alert rather than taking these
very inexperienced personnel and teaching them how to Ely as

combat pilots.
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BURG: In short, at this period of time, these inexperienced
men who could have stpod practical air experience under

tutelage are in readiness on the ground perhaps.

QUESADA : Unnecegszarily so. And there was a large school of
thought who said that we should just reserve our strength and
use it when and if we were attacked. Well there's another
gchool of thought, of which I was onea, that thinking that we
were going to be attacked by air iz just damn foolishness, and
that we should use our resources to train our voung men who
were poorly trained and then take them over to Burope and

fight where the fighting is. {; ﬁ

BURG: MNow let me agk you this, you were one of those who
kelieved this latter position. Was it your experience =t
the time that the other view of husbanding strength was held
chiefly at higher levels than group, or were there some in
vour own fighter group that also believed in this reserve

vour strength and-——

QUESADR: This division was almost every place. There was a

great tendency a2t the time toc remember that considerable
eriticism was thrust upon the senior military people in Hawaii

for nhaving been caught with their pants down. 5o there was a
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great effort on the part of almost everybhody, senior and
middle class, to be defensive. I don't mean militarily
daefensive, but defensive in terms of their own reputation.

They don't want to be caught with their pants down.

2URG: Didn't want to lay themselves open to any kind of

criticiam.

QUESADA: Right.

BURG: For not being alert snough-—-

QUESADA: Right.

BURG: --and in that continual posture of we can strike—-

QUESADA: That was a dominant thing that contributed to the

turmoil.

BURG: Now, ultimately, it does go the way vou ware hoping it
would go. Does that happen sometime early in 1942 as we begin

te transfer gtrength over to Burope?

QUESADR: That began to occcur when we got more experience, more

aware of what really was going on, and more courage. And it
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demonstrated itself first when we went inte North Africa, We
realized that most people who were defending their reputation
realized there was no real threat on their reputations and

realized that what we ought to do with our rescurces was take

them where the fighting i=.

BURG: NFow how about wou persconally, did you continue to
command that 33rd Fighter Group through January of '42 and on

into that year or did your own personal course diverge?

UUESADA: My personal course diverged and the 33rd Fighter

Group was alerted to participate in the invasion of Africa.

BURG: When did that alert come for you?

QUESADA: About a month bafore we left. We went to Africa in

December of '4l or January of '427 Or it was Decamber of '4--

BURG: The invasion occurs I think in the auvtuma of 42,

QUESATA: The invasion of Africa?

BURG: Right.
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QUESADA: ©O.K. It was in the autumn of *'42 that the 33rd
Fighter Group was alerted to participate in the invasion of
Africa, and it was alerted about a week beforae departure.

The 33rd Fighter Group was assembled in Philadelphia, and

all the personnel were given training on being catapulted
from a catapult system that was on the ground at the nawvy
yard in Philadelphia., It was really an accelerator more than
a catapult, bacause they were to be loaded on one of the
small carriers and when they were on the carriers thay were
to be catapulted off and then land in Afrieca, not to land

back on the eparrier,

BURG: Would that carrier handle your entire group--

QUESADA: It tock the entire group.

BURG: ==of geventy-five aircraft.

QUESADA: That's right. EBighty, actually.

BURG: That meant that all of you for the first time in vour
lives ware geoing to have to comes off the deck of a carrier at

BEé&d .
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QUESADR: That's correct. &And through the navy it was
arranged that all the crews would get an experience from
being shot out of a catapult by one thevy had on the naval

base at Norfolk.

BUBG: And in effect, General, this wes zome kind of a

tather that hooked to the line--

OUESADR : That's correct.

BURGZ: —--=of the aircraft--

QUESADR : ——that's right.

B RG ——and the cakle was 8rawn forward and the aireraft

was accelerated off the dack.

QUESADR: That's correct. They would bounce along the ground

and ctake off in a shorter distancse than atherwizse we could,.

BURG: Would that mean the aircraft had fto e fitted with =

strong point or a hook--

QUESADR: A hook on the landing gear, simple, very simply done.

BURG: &oxrt of a jury—=rigged arrangement.
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QUESADA: That's right, very =zimply done. And it was done to
all the airplanes. And then the airplanes were hoisted aboard
this small carrier. They joined the invasion fleet and went
across the At lontic and a fellow named Momyer was the group
commander, His first name was Spike Momyer. He developed a
very fine war record. And he took the group into Afrieca, into
Cagabhlanca. And then the group moved down to Tunisgia and the

Kasserine Pass. And then the group was moved to Asia.

BURG: DBut you were no longer with them?

UUESADA: I was no longer with them. I was a wing commander

than.,

BURG: ©So you did not go with it to North Africa?

QUESADA: T 4id not. I Jjoined it later in Africa., I went over
to Africa just a few days after the invasicn, after the actual

landing,

BURG: Was the 33rd part of your wing?

QUESADA = Hao.

BUEG: You'd been given a different wing.
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QUESADA: A different wing.

BUORG: Also P-40s27

QUEERDR : P40z =2nd P-38s2 and P=-39g,

BURG: R11 right before I get back to that let me ask you
this, first of all, handling the situation in this manner,
putting them on carriers and flying them off those ecarriers
for the first time in their lives, they actually never 4id

practice coming off a carrier till the day they did it.

QUESADR. They'd never even been on a carrier. They left the

carrier by air having been catapulted down its deck.

BURBG: 2t & considarable risk.

QUESADA = Yeas.

BURG: But evidently the risk was considered to be & justi-

fiabkle one.

QUESADA: Oh, definitely. Most of them, they did it all

right. They got away with it
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BURG: HNobody had any problems; they did get off all right.
How long was their flight in? That is, were they launchad

alt some considerable distance From land?

QUESADA : About fifteen minutes.

BURG: So no navigational problems for them to handle?

QUESADA: HNo.

BURG: And no difficulties in reaching the field onto which

they were going to f£ly?

QUESADA: They had a little difficulty because there were sone
bombr craters in the field--couple of them cracked up in the

baomby craters.

BURG: I see, Bui really not bad considering the number of

aircraft?

QUESADA: Do,

BURG: HNow may I ask you this--and you may not remember thig--
but how were those aircraft marked when they came in, that is,

was it a U.S5. insignia--
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QUESADAR: U.5. insignia.

BURGS: ==with white star and red center?

QUESADA: I don't remembar.

BURG: 1 wondered whether they had a yellow circle drawn

around,

QUESADA: They wers not marked as British airplanes.

3URG: Ho, but we seemed in Africa, or about that time, to
have wsed a huge yvellow ring around our insignia on a tem-
porary basis evidently to provide some kind of ready visusl

data.

QUESADA: I would think that that is the case because I think

we plcked up this new design after the African campaign.

BURG: ¥Yes, I know the insignia did change several times.

DQUESADS :  Yas,

BURG: Then you were there within just a few days in a new

position and presumably with a new rank.
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QUESADA: Yes. I was 2 general then, brigadier general.

BURG: You had gone from temporary major to brigadier general.

QUEEADA: Brigadier general, temporary brigadier general. T
want from major to lieutenant colonel to colonel ta brigadier

genaral,

BURG: TIn really a short span of several months.

QUESADA :  Rbgout eight months.

BURG: Let me ask your personal reaction to that rapid
promotion because I assume that you, like so many others,
had languished in your grade for some peried of time before

You got this svudden accelerated series of promotions.

QUESADA: Well, my only reaction was that I can remember
that it was a product of our rapid expansion and that it

provided opportunity rather than privilege.

BURG: &And you had no gqualms about this: you felt vou were

ready for this and could handle it.

QUESADA: ©Oh, no gualms at all,
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BURG: May I ask, when the war broke out, what was yvour age?

QUESADA : What year did it break out in?

BURZ: TForty=-one.

QUESADA: Forty-one, I was born in 1904, So I was thirty-

SEVETD .

BURG: Your maturity at the time, all of this began to happen
to you. Y¥You really didn't have a great deal of time to

become familiar with your new wing, did you?

QUESATIN : HNo.

BURG: Tts squadron leaders or anything?

QUESADA : No, that's not unusual though.

BURG: Were these three men, these three squadron commanders

known to you, that is were they men that yvou had worked with—-—

QUEsADA: In the 33cd?

BURG: Well, I was thinking of the wing that you--
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QUESADA: Well, you saee now a wing in those days had several
groups. Don't think of a wing in those days as you think of
a wing teday. A wing in those days might have two, three,

gr four groups in it.

BURG: How many groups were there in yours?

QUESADA: It would change——-in Africa?

BURG: Yes.

QUESADA: About three.

BURG: And those group leaders, group commanders, were they

men that you knew from yvour past services?

OUESADA: Ko, some of them I'd never seen before.

BURG: So all of yvou then had to establish a working relation-

ship-—

QUESADR: ©Oh, sure,

BURG: --right off the bat?

QUESADA: That iz no problem in the military service.



Lt.Gen. Quesada, 10=-17-73 Page 23

BURG: HNo problem at all?

QUEBADA: No. Generally it ian't.

BURG: Their pilots were of the same type that we've discussed

hafara?

QUESADA: Absolutely.

BURG: Same kind of level of experience, generally?

BURG: And a mixture of aircraft types?

QUESADA: We had some B-24s3 also,

BURG: Good Lord! In yvour outfit?

QUESADA: Yea. They were anti-submarine aircraft.

BURG: Now that would lead to the next legitimate guesticn--
how about the logistics of supplying parts and maintenance
for three or four aircraft types within your group? Did you

run into any diffieculties there?
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QUESADA: ©Oh, sure. The supply problem during that wholea
African campaign was a very difficult problem. The supplies
were not in orderly depots like we are accustomed to in the
United States with stock record card, They're in boxes
with casmoline and hardly in orderly fashion. A lot of the

atuff is strewn over fields and things like that.

BURG: MNow vour flying fields, I would assuma, continuwally

shifted to the =ast?

URSADA: Yes. v A
patLi

BURG: Now is it wour recollection that the bulk of your parts
were coming up on the railread line or weres you able To fly

in some of your supplies?

QUESADA: Mostly on the railroad line from Algiers.
BURG: Did it ever at any point in the campaign--
QUESADA: And Oran.

BURG: Did it ever at any point cause you sufficient diffieulty

to impair your wing's performance in the fiald, That is, did
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supply problems ever ground any significant number of your

airgcrafe?

QUESADR: ©h, always. We were always cannikalizing airplanes
to keep them going and there was always a rather large number
of airplsnes ocut of commission because of lack of parts. But
in those days we could improvise and screunge and survive
pretty well. We weren't affluent; we weren't soft. We were
making the best with what we had. And these young men were
guite good at imprevising. And rather than have ten airplanes
ot of commission because of lack of parts, they'd have three

that they would cannibalize.

BURG: Did vou lead personally, were you actively flying your-
gelf in this pericd of time or did your administrative work

keep you pinned down?

QUESADA: I flew soms. Flew every chance I got. Mot as much
. i

as I did in Europe.

RURG: I see. Why wag that?

QUESADA: Well, hecause we were more stable in Europe. And
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the situation in Afriecz, there was more turmoil, and there
was more I had to do administratively. I had to scrounge

getting things that makes the airplane fly.

BURG: Was the usual size of operation, say, at £light level

or wonld there be sguadron sorties or did you fly as groups?

QUESADA: Oh, mostly flight level. EBecause the role that I
was in in Afriea, in addition to being a wing commander, T
was zlso deputy commander of the Northwest African Coastal
air Farce. and it had three roles: it had the air defense
role: it had the anti-submarine role; and it had the role of

striking at German ships.

BURG: Ships coming into Tunisia from--

QUESADA: And into east Africa as well. As they come out of
the Italian ports, we would launch strikes at these ships

and try to sink every god-damned ship.

BURG: You say you were deputy commander of that force. Was

the commander «f it British?

QUESADA: He was British, Alr Vice-Marshal Huagh Fughe-Lloyd.
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Hell of a nice fellow.

BURG: Was he?

QUESADA: Oh, delightful.

[Interruption]

BURG: We were talking about Air Viee-Marshal Pughe-Lloyd.

QUESADA: For clarification, let me review some of the history
that was applicable to the early days of Worth Africa. When
the British and the american forces went inte Afrieca, each
was under the command of their own nationality and the dis-
cord was incredible. The American commanders wanted to
command the American effort, and the British commanders
commanded the British efforts. And it was chaos; there was

a great deal of parpchialism, & great deal of jealousy. Some
aof Fhe copmanders got to be adverse to each other. B3And it
was so bad that everybody knew that something had to be done
immediately. So after the Casablanca Confersnce where it

was decided that the forces in Africa would be put under ona

commander and that they would be made combined forces rather
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than joint forces—-—combined means commands that are several
nationalities. Joint means commands that embrace more than
ane servica of one nationality. So the Casablanca Conference
dictated that all the effort, British and American and French,
in Morth Africa be put under combined command. EBilsenhower
was made the suprems commander, as you may recall, and all the
military units in Africa were then divided up into various
commands that ware functional. The various divisions were
attached to corps and armies, and the commander of the army
or corps would command all of the units in it and some might
ke French and some British. In respect to the air foree,
there was & bomber command and an air defense command. They
were divided into varieus zir forces—-the Bomber Air Force,
the Northwast African Coastal Air Porece, and the Alr Troop
carrier Air Force were all divided. All the units regardless
of nationality were put in these varicus forces. A&nd the
Morthweat African Coastal Air Force was commanded by a man
whe happened to be British. And in that command there were
many British units, many American units, and one French unit.

And I was the deputy commander.
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BURG: Now when you were given that assignment, were you
briefed in any way? We know for example that General Eisen-
hower made it very clear to the pecple he was working with
rhat there was to be no fartionazlism, that they were to werrk
closely. Whether it was a British officer in command or an
american offiecer or regardless of who was deputy, they were
ta work with one ancther. Were you briefed in a similar

fashion before you tocok your post?

QUESRDR: T was not briefed. I was aware of the discord that
was evident and rather distressed by it, and in certain cases
disgustad by it. I do remsmber [General Carl] Spaatz, who I
knew and respected, having made it clear that he didn't want
any of us to indulge in the parcchialism of the past. I
absorbed this philosophy more by what I saw than what I was
told. T saw the discord that was guite evident and I saw that
it was not liked, and so that was the admonition to me to

control any parochialism that I may have had.

=g
L ,‘,nq'-"'

BURG: Then when you met Pughe-Lloyd, your impression of him,

i+ sounds as though you were impressed right from the ocutset.
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QUESADA = Tmmediately.

sURG: Was this due to his parsonality, the way in which he
welcomed you, or did it ogcour ovar a matter of days as you

zaw the way in which he warked?

QUESADA: I think it pocurred over days in which there was
mutual respect and a desire to get along with tha war and a
desire to eliminate uRNeCesSarLy frictions. He had a very warm
personality. And ancther thing that made me respect him
tremendously was the fact +hat he wasz in command of the air
force when Malta was most saverely mauled. And he had a great
deal of operational experienca. And I was Very anxious to

have some of that rub off on me. Because donp't forget, no

Americana had any operational axperience.

I"q."?- i ;.:}"-
BURG: My next question was, becguse I assumad he had had

that kind of exparience on Ops Over @ period of several years,
he must have handled his rolationship with you with great tact?

vou ware the new boy, S0 to speak.

QUESADA: And, boy, ig wall chosen; ha was gsomawhat older than

LI
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BURG: He was?

QUESADA: Ba I look back, T think he liked me as much as I
1ike him. T don't think there was anything that motivated
us, either him or me, than to just get the job done. And

7 think that both of us realized that tact was egsential,
but T don't think we were dominated by the necessity of
exercising tact. I think we were deminated by the necessity

of doing everything we could to win.

BURG: Was it your experience and cheervation as you looked
areund vou after this change had pccurred that things now

went better, that friction was relisved and--

QUESADA: Incredibly better. HNow I want to make =sure
af us knew that Eisenhower was going to be intolerant of any
of the commanders, wheather British or American, if they

demonstrated a parochial attitude. All of us knew that.

BURG: Did youn and Air Vice-Marshal pughe-Lloyd ever disagrees-—
and I'm mot thinking here of yelling and shouting arguments—-—
put were there ever disagreements between the two of you

regqarding the tactical employment of your aircraft or were you--
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QUESADA : ©Oh, definitely. &And he was =2 fellow that was

very receptive to the expression of his subordinates. Aand
if T may say 8o, that is the indalible lésson that I enjoyed
feom him, the extent to which he would seek the attitudes
and advice and listen to the troubles of his unit commanders
and staff officers. At that, he was very, very qood, very,
very, And I recall that with great fondness, to ke frank
abhout it. and if I did hawve any sucCess thereafter, a great
deal of it must be attributed te the fact that I was abla to
mimic him in respect to how he would geek the counsel and
listen to the troubles of subordinate commanders who wera ont
there doing the shooting. He was extremaly good and he wWas

wary helpful to me.

BURG: So in no way fitting the kind of stereotype that wvou
sometimes encounter regarding a British officer, of a tendency
to keep vou distant, aloofness, or to be condescending to the
newly arrived Americans, Ethe greenhorns. This man was the

antithesis of all of that as far as you could--

OUESADA: Well, T think he had a little bit of an attitude
towards the newly arrived freshman americans-—I think he had

a ]ittle bit of that. But I think he was guickly influenced,
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a5 most Britishers were, by the enthusiasm and frashness of the

American. and furthermore I Eliink he liked iLt.

[ Interruption]

BUBG: Let me ask you just one more thing, General, before

we close off this session. How well did pur aircraft types
do, and partly this is going to be the pilot as well, but our
p-40s, our P-38s, our P-39s at this stage af the war, how well
were they doing against the German aircraft that you were up
againet? I assume that would be, for example, the ME-109 by

and large?

QUESADR: The P-40s were inferior. The P=318z were agual. The

p-39s wera no contest.

BURG: They simply couldn't handla the ME-10%s5.

OUESARDR =  HNo.

BURG: Were vou able to use any of those aircraft types in

limited roles and try to keep then out of--

QUESADA: The P-39 was put in a very limited role, It was
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put in mostly the air dafense role where its target would be
a cumbersome heavy bomber of the German alr force. The P-40=
were put in the tactical air role, beating stuff up on the
ground. The P-38s had a combination of beating stuff up on

the ground and air combat too.

RURG: How was pilot morale at that stage?

QUESADA: Pilot morals was genesrally good.

AURG: General, let's close this session and we can pick up

at that point at some future date. Thank vou so mmch.



This interview is being taped with Gen. Elwood CQuesada in Gen. Quesada's
office in L'Enfant Plaza in Washington, D.C., BAugust 18, 1374.

Present for the interview are General Quesada and the interviewer

is Dr. Maclyn Burg, Eisenhower Library staff.

DR. BURG: When yeou and I were talking last we were still in Horth

Africa, and vyou were discussing the British officer under whom

vou served in sort of a coastal command kind of arrangement.

GEN. QUESADA: HNeorthwest African Coastal Air Force and [Air Vice-

Marshal] Hugh Pugh Lloyd was the commander-in-chief of it.

DR. BURG: And we had talked about him, about his character and
the kind of man he was, and something about the work that you were

doing. MNow what was the next assignment after that, General?

GENERAL QUESADA: When the fighting was in Italy and was over in
Sicily and over in Africa there were about six general officers

who were transferred to England in anticipation of the invasion at
Normandv. And I was among them. It ingluded as you no doubt know,
[arthur] Tedder, it included Bisenhower, it included Bradlev, 1t
included Montgomery. And my assignment in England was to head the
Minth Fighter Command and Winth Tactical air Command, I commandod
both. And the idea was for this organization teo be the American

tactical feorece for the actual touchdown in Normandy.

DR. BURG: WNow when the word came to you in North Africa about this
new zssignment to England, in what form did that come? Who contacted

yvou on that?

GEN. QUESADA: I think [Lieut. Gen.] "Tooey" Spaatz just perhaps in

casual conversation or on the telephone said, "Pete, vou're going un
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to England."

BURG: Had vou had any idea that you were slated for that kind of

assignment?

OQUESADA: HNeone whatsoever, none. It came cut of the biue, complete

surprise, and I had no idea that I wWas even considerad.

HURZ: Was it a considerable step up for you, General, in terms of

command?

OUESADA: Oh, I enjoved the opportunity tremendously because, after
all, the fighting was over in the southern part of Europs for all
practical purposes as far as I was concerned. And of course, not
that anybody likes war, I certainly don't like it and dign't like
it, but vou enjoy a position of regponsibility if you are in it.

#nd thiz was definitely a position of considerably more responsibility.

BURG: Did vou have much idea about what the job would entail while

you were still in the Mediterranaan?

QUESADA: Very little.

BURG: MNo one had really explained much about it at all.

QUESADA: I don't think anvbody knew much about it. I think they
were just taking a bevy of senior cfficers who had experience in
Morth Aftrica and going to insert them into the command structure

whatever it was, I don't think it had been decided then.
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BURG: What was your rank at the time, General?

OUESADA: I was a major-general.

BURG: Was there any opportunity to confer there in the Mediterransan
with anyone prior to your physical mowve north? TPor example Jid
Arthur Tedder by any chance call you in to talk with you or to meet

Yol ?

QUESADA: Well, I knew Tedder quite well, we were quite personal
friends as a matter of fact, but there was ne preliminary discussions

or anything like that, just get up there, report for duty.

BURG: KRight. Now let me ask wou then akout Arthur Tedder. Do you
happen to recall the first meeting that you might have had with him,
perhaps that was an informal thing, the first tims you ever met

nim?

QUESADA: I don't recall a specifiec location or the specific circum-
stances that surrounded it. I do recall the general circumstances
that surrounded it. It was in the early part of the African Campaign,
and it was after the Casablanca Conference when it was decided all

the forces inm North Africa would be reorganized into a combined
command, that differentiated from a joint command. The Gifference

as you know is a joint command is several forces of a particular
nation, a combined command is the forces of several nations put under

one command. And the Casablanca Conference decided among other things



Gen. Elwood Quesada, 8/19%9/74, #2 Page 38

that the command in North Africa would becoms a combined command. There
was a considerable friction, the Americans were commanding the American
forces and the British were commanding the British forces, and it was
causing somg difficulty and we weren't doing as well as we should have
dona. So the Casablanca Conference in eifect resolved that part of the
issue, and Tedder was at that particular time in East Africa, and he was
by far the senior of all the air foree officers in Africa. And that
resulted in just wvery freguent meetings of the air force personnel, the
genicr personnel in Africa, and as a rule he would chair the meetings

or in effect control the meetings. And it was under those circumstances

that wa first mat.

BURG: Now when vou say air forces he was the most senior officer, vou

mean of bobth British and American?

QUESADA: Yes, of the ajr forces, British and American. #And a very fina

perscn. He had everybody's confidence, he was anything but parochial, he
exuded the experience that the British had accumilated during the war.

His attitude included the experience that accompanied disaster. The
British had had one disaster after another, and it had the effect of making
him humble but nevertheless wise. And he was a highly respected commander,
an officer who I am sure most of us thought, and I certainly thought, was

vold of parochial interest either British or air force.

BURG: Yes, that latter part ig especially impoartant because I think he
had his preblems with the Royval Navvy, for example, and a few of

its commanders.
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QUESADA: He had his problems with the Royal Navy, and he had his
problems with the Royal Air Force. There were some in the Royal Air
Force that did not appreciate his objectivity. They thought that he
should pursue the interests of the Royal Air Force more than he was, but
he was able to arise to the occasion and disregard and cast aside any
parochial interests and pursuits that maybe in the normal were urced

upon him. That's why we liked him.

BURG: Right. And your recnllection is that no significant number of

senior American commanders objected to him as some of the Roval Air

Force people had ocbkjected to him.

QUESADA: I don't want to leave the impression that the Royal Alr Foroe
objected to him, I just want to leave the impression that it is normal
for some Royal Alr Force people to object when a person like Tedder is
completely objective just like it is normal for some United States Air
Foree senior people to object when Spaatz is completely objective. I
don't want to leave the impression that the Royal Air Force per se did
not appreciate Tedder like the rest of us. I'm just trying to say that

they are human like the rest of us.

EDRG: But there was nothing of this sort that was a serious problem?

It might have inconvenienced occasionally.

ouBnsaln: During the time we were whacking up the commands, it would

surface, and he woeuld push his way through it.

BURZ: What was his personal style in conducting these meetings, if you
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can recollect, the kind of impressions that you now have of the

way he functioned?

QUESADA: I remember that guite well, I remember him vividly. EHe

was easy going, he had a slight tendency to get through friction

by becoming jocular, and he would tease his friends and adversaries,
and he would pursue his point with tact, with grace, but nevertheless
with persuasive force. He was a very unvsuval man, He had a little
bit of the gualities of General George Marshall. General Marshall

was not jocular but he was very persuasive.

BURG: The mind seemed to you, in the case of Tedder, a first-clacss

mind.

QUESADRA: A very fine, well=-trained, well-educated, dedicated,

military tvpe.

BURG: Had his experience, do you remember, included combat service

in the Pirst World Wgr?

QUESADA: T don't remember but I would imagine it might.

BURG: I wondered if his age would have permitted him to have been

a4 sguadron commander.

QUEEADA: I think his age would have permitted him to have been

in the First World War.

BURG: Right. Maybe not at that high rank, that we can find out

gasily enough. Well, T'm interested in this because serving as he
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did, the position he did under Eisenhower, I know that he was
the recipient of some friction among his own countrymen and

particularly after the boek, With Prejudice, came out. My under-

standing is that on more than one cceasion he staunchly defended
the Americans when they were undar attack by tha British press

at various stages of the war.

QUESADR: It would be typical of him and I know that he 4id in

his book. And he had the unlimited confidence of General Eisenhower.
BRURLG: Seems to hawve had.

QUESADA: And the thing that gave him that confidence, so I think,
more than anything else, was his ability to forget his own

nationality.

BURG: Which was the sort of thing that Eisenhower was hoping for

from all of you that you would--.
QUESADA: General Eisenhower placed a high premium on it.

BURG: And 1t was my recollection from our last meeting that wyou

werg ona of those who thoroughly subscribed to this--

QUESADA: Oh, definitely!

BURG: --and your experiences up to this point in time when vou were
getting set toe leave for England seemed to have confirmed wou in
this. Your commander in that Horth African Coastal Alir Force that

was & man that I remember you were quite impressed with and had
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worked well with.

QUESADA: Hugh Pugh Lloyd. And we had under pur command, he as the
commander, me as deputy, we had French units, English units, Scuth
African units, and Americanm units. &and I would like to think that I
was able then to shed at least in part my natural subjectivity and
pursuit ef parochial interests in this case, United States Air Force

interests. I'd like to think that I was able to do if.

BEURG: You never received from any of vour friends any indication that
¥ou had not been suwccessful, or vou never heard or any resentment from

any of vour colleagues?

QUESADA: Ho, T used to ke teased a little bit by being kind of an

Anglophile.

BURG: Who did the tearing? Do vou remember specifically?

QUESADA: ©h, my friends.

BURG: dust friends.

RQUESADAR: And my fellow officers. They would at times tease me about

being an Anglophile.

BURG: But neobody sat down and snarled at you across a desk?

QUESADA: Mo, no.

BURG: If yvou had to make an assessment, Genseral, of=-=
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UUESADA: The only difficulty I got in on this point was actually on
the cther side of the issue. There was a meeting of the senior
officers, which if T recall correctly took place in North Africa in,
what's the name of that country in North Africa, past of Tunis,

just esast of Tunisg?

BURG: Algeria?

QUESADA: No, west of Alaeria, it was Italian, west of Egvpt T mean.
BURG: 0©Oh, Libya.

UUESADA: Libyva, right. This meeting took place down in Libva and all
the British senior air foree types were there and the American Air Force
types were there. And we were in effect satting upR the combined
command, the command structure, and as vou would expect this got to be
g little tense at times, there was a natural desire for the senicr
British people to get the predominance of command, and there was natural
desire of the senior Americans to get the attractive commands. And
1 don't object to this, T ma2an, I didn't chisct to it then, nor da I
how. Well anyway, as each command would come up and the time came to
select a commander, the British, so I Ehought at the time in the pursuik
of my parochial inclinations, would insist that the commander of sach
force as they were being then defined be British., And they wera
arguing that they were the cnes that had the experience and which of
COUTSEES Woas Dersuasive.

But there was one fellow there, a fellow named [Air Marshal Bir
Arthur] "Marv" [or "Maori"] Coningham, who, the Americans generally

didn't like. I did not dislike "Mary" Coningham, I admired him for
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what he had done, but he disliked me, oh, terribly. Oh, he just thought
I was a jerk! And I was a kind of a kid then you know, a snottv-nosed
kid come over here from America, isn't dry behind the ears, which was
perhaps true. Well anyway, this kept up and pretty socon I lost my

cool, and I said, "Now, look let's examine this experience--"

BURG: You were saving this to him?

OUESADA: To all present, to everyhody present--let's examine this
experience, but first let's recognize that the command could be based
on another proposition that is the predominance of force. If any one
force was predominantly British, the British should command, if any

one force i= predominantly American, an American should command. And
that is easily determined, but experience is subjective. So lebt's
examine what is this experience, is the experience to which you refer,
Dunkirk, Singapore, Norway, Crete, Greece., I could go through them
one after the other then do you see? And I was able to recite one after
the other and in the order in which they occurred, which of course
freshened my mind, and "Tooey" Spaatz kneeled over and patted me on the
knee and said, "Take it easy, Pete.” And the argument broke up, the

argument of experisnce was no longer brought up again.

BURG: ‘What was the general British reception to that argrument you

had just advanced?

QUESADA: The general reception and particuvlarly te "Mary" Coningham was
good. "Mary” Coningham from that day on was one of my best friends.
Afterwards he said, "Pete, you are abszolutely right. Why should our
experience, which has just bsen one diszaster after another, be the guality

that gives us command." He said, "Pete, you're absolutely right." He

was my friend from then on until the day he was killed,
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clopse friend. And in Hormandy during the battle, in England during
the Battle of the Bulge he was my opposite number, and he thrust his
units on me and said, "Loek, you command them, because the battle is
in the Bulge. 1 can't command and you tell them what to do."” He

was one of my best friends and one of the nicest men and knowledgeable

men I'vae over knowh.

BURG: I see why you admire him., It seems to me that one of the
Eritish admirals in the Mediterranean had tangled with "Mary®

Coningham and T don't believe it was Admiral [Andrew] Cunningham.

QUESADRA: It was General Fatton.

suRG: Well, T was thinking of a British officer, Royal Naval afficer,
one of the admirals, I wanted to say [Admiral Sir Bertram] Ramsay, but

I don't believe it was Ramsay and T don't think it was Cunningham.

OUESADA: I think almost everybody tangled with "Mary" Coningham. He
was a particular type of Englishman. He was a very outspoken and
sometimes abrasive, and he uwsed the tacties of, "Well, I'11 insult

him first bBefore he insults me."

BURG: A man very sure of his own intentions.

OUESADA: Very sure of himself and he had good reason to bhe.

BURG: Well, I'm glad vou mention him. I was going to ask you about
him because I've always been interested in him. Another one I was
interested in, but I'm not sure that you would have an opportunity to

sps him because I think Coningham was the man who replaced him, and
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that was [Air Commodore] Raymond Collishaw.

QUESADA: I never ¥Xnaw him.

BURG: Collishaw was a little earlier at that time when they were
struggling with the Ttalians bhefore the Germans had really come in,
doing I guese a creditable job but perhaps with very little equipment.
Cellishaw had been a World War 1 fighter ace as you know mrobkably, 1

think leading=--

OUTESADN I never hoard of him.

BURG: ©Oh, the leading British ace, a Canadian, who last I heard was
still aliwve in Vancouver, B.C., Ray Collishaw, flew Sopwith tri-planes.
And picked up I believe seventy victories and wound up leading a pretsy
large organization at the start of the war. All right, now, I wanted
to ask you this too, we were talking about Arthur Tedder, and you
described these excellent gualities, you're a perceptive man, did you
see anything in his actions, his makeup, where you felt he was less
effective, did he have any major flaw that you could see as 2 commander

and particularly in this unusual combined situation?

QUESADA: Well, if T commented on this, which I have no reluctance to
do, it must be recognized that my own personality is invelved, meaning
1 interpret him as I think I would like to be, it would be subjective,
in other words I'm trvimg to find a flaw. And if there ig a flaw to be
found, I would say that it was his tendency to selve problems by long

persuasion, rather than making up hies mind after due consideration ang
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then in effect ordering it.

BURG: Would you be willing to grant the fact that perhaps doing it
his way, which would take tenger, might in the long run keep his base

secura with all concerned and perhaps make it more effective.

QUESADA: Oh, I dan't think there's any doubt about that. 1 think
that his way was superior %o the way that my <iting of a fault would
suggest. I'm not saying that my way is right and his is wrong, I'm

only trving to find a flaw.

BURG: Would the problem be, General, that with his parsuasive methods

there might be a using up of time that could have heen critical?

QUESADAR:  Yes,

BURG: Mavbe wasn't but could have been.

QUESADA: It could have been and often was.

BURG: That seamed to be his style.

QUESADA: It was his style, and if I had te choose hetween his style
and mine, it would be somewhere near the middle only nearer to him

than nearer to me.

BURG: You felt that vour tendency during the war particularly was to
consider all the factors and then having considered them make the

decision and issue the ordar.
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QUESADA: Right, and I would say that when you are in his position,

I1'd say he was wiser.

BURG: For the circumstances that prevailed. All right, now, let me
ask wyou just a matter of routine curiousity, vou're being transferred
up north how did they do that? How were you taken up there? You were

flown up I would assume.

QUESADA: Yes, I had to go to England, and one of the units that I
commanded was an anti-submarine group which was located in Casablanca.
Its base was in Casablanca, Rabat Sale, to be more specific, just north
of Casablanca. And they had B-24's and they had missions that weuld
take them out towards the Azores and sweep the Atlantic up towards
Spain and towards England. So I just joined one of these missions,

and they dumped me off in England, where they had te go to fuel, so

I just got out when they fueled and went on this anti-submarine

mission.

BURG: That was the usual thing that they did do, refusl in England and

patrol back again.
QUESADA: Yes, right.

BURG: Mow I zeem to remaember that the Bay of Biscay was a happy

hunting ground for Junkers eighty-eight.
QUESADA: That's correct and that's why we were there.

BURG: Right. &And their patrels presumably swung out from the Bay a

little bit-Y¥ou take sort of a circuitous route up to England that way.



Gen, Elwoond Quesada, B/L9/74 Page 49

QUESADA: Well, we wouldn't take a circuitous route. We would take
the route where we thought the submarines were. We were submarine
hunting en route to England. It was a conventicnal, normal anti-

submarine mission, and I just went along for the ride.

BURG: What I'm trying to get at we seemed to have lost several
preminent people, 1 can think of the British movie star, Leslie
Howard, for example, others whe were lost in that Bay of Biscay,
presumably to night fighters or these bombers being used as fighters
so I wondered if the route commonly follewed by our anti-submarine
patrols swung out arcund the Bay of Biscay when it might be less zlert

or whether vou had simply patrolled right across the Bay of Biscay.

GUESADA: Mo, our patrol was whers wea had reason to beliesve the
submarines were. We weren't in any way trying to aveid the ability of
the Germans te come oulb from the coast. As a4 mattar of fact we wers

looking for it and hoping for it.

BURG: Your B-Z4 was armed with turret guns and up to the kind of

standard of the heavy bombardment aireraft flving into Germany?

QUESADA: Yeah, sure, sure, We were hoping to see, alwayvs looking for a
Condor because we used te shoot them, that squadron, that group used

to shoot them down from a B=24.

BURG: Like a couple of big elephante playing--

QUESADA: Thatk's right. Oh, they'd catch them and shoot them down,
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they got three or four of them.

BURG: The Conder then evidently not guite up to that standard.
QUESADA: I don't think it was armed even.

EURG: And the Germans were using those I recollect as convoy,

spy¥ ships as a matter of fact. One thing I want to ask you before

I put you down in England and allow you teo land, were vou abhle to
bring any of your own staff with you? Did you have the opportunity to

pick anyone to come with yeu to assist you?

QUESADA: I brought two people, I think it was two anyway, I brought

a fellow named James Lee and Edward Gerry.
BURG: Now why did you pick those two men?

QUESADA: James Lee was my intelligence officer, and he had the
apility to tell me without any reservations or hesitation what I didn't
want to hear, what he thought I didn't want to hear, which is a very

hard thing for a senior guy to get.

BURG: 2aAnd thisg man 4did it.

QUESADA: Yes.

BURG: What was his rank by the way, General?

QUESADA: He was a lieutenant-colonel. And it was Henry Gerry, no,

Bddie Gerry, I took him because he was a very, very good statisticlan,
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ne developed a mathematical formula for chasing submarines that was
adopted with great suceess. And it was based on the principle once
vou sight a submarine, take all of your force and put it on that
submarine and kill it, never let it get away. Rather than scatter
your force hunting for unknown submarines. So every time we'd see a

submarine, we'd get it, ninety percent of the time.

BURG: 5o if I'm a commander of a B-24 aircraft and I have spotted one,
and presumably I've drive it down, but 1 haven't gotten it for sure,

then I can call and evervthing within range will come to me.

QUESADA: And they'll keep putting, for the first hour they put every
dirplane they can get con that area. Then the next hour, which is
fourteen miles--they can go about seven miles an hour under water and
their speed continually diminishes, but the circle gets continually
larger--then they would put more and more anti-submarine airplanes

inta the area hecause it eventually had to come to the surface.

BURG: 5o you just flood that area in proportion te the distance it
might have traveled, and he's got to come up for air and recharge of

batteries and vou're waiting there.

QUESADA: He's got to come up, that's right, we're waiting for him and
get him. And had a tremendous impact on our whole tactics and the result

of our effort.

BURG: Gerry sold you on that plan.
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OUESADA: He seld Hugh Pugh Lloyd and me.

BURG: Well, I can see why vou would want those two men. Did they

fly up with you, General?y
OUESADA: Yes.

BURG: You arrived at a base in England commonly used for refueling

of this anti-submarine=-.

QUESADA: Anti-submarine, yes, I don't even remember the name of the

basa.
BURG: And then proceeded where, to Londaon?

QUESADA: 1 proceeded to, I don't know where T want, 1 forget, I
think I went to the headguarters of the Bighth Air Force hecause

that's just about all that was there then.
BURG: There was no Ninth in being at that time?
QUESADA: I think not, but I might be wrong.

EURG: You may recollect as we speak about this. Alld right, vou go

to the Eighth, and, we, of course, are very much interested in what

happened to vou, what you were doing, how you set things up, as well

as vour contacts with General Eisenhower and the work you were doing
£

with regard to Normandy coming up, so I would like to kanow if you can

remembar=-.

|Interruption]
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BURG: I'd like to know what the geperal procedure was that vou
followed., You're coming there and evidently neither the Hinth
Aiy Force nor the Ninth TAC are in being, and you're the man in
charge of the responsibility then of bringing them into existence.

May I ask how vou do that?

QUESADA: Yes, if I recall correctly I went down to the Eighth Air
Force ané the Eighth Air Force then had a headguarters at a place
called Aldermaston. Aldermaston is between London and Salisbury and
rather an old and very attractive British estate. And at Aldermaston
there was a defunct and idle headguarters, I think there was the
Eighth Tactical Alr Command or Alr Support Command or something like
that, I forget the name of it. I was sent there and that was supposed

to be the nucleus of the cadre of my new organization.

RURG: 5S¢ there was a small headguarters force there in existence?

i

QUESADA: Yes, about ten or twelve people if I recall correctly,
officers. And they had no mission, they had no morale, they had no

definition of purpose, it was a very disjointed group.

BURG: Had vou found out anything about the men who were there before
vou arrived? That is had there been any cpportunity for someone to

£fiill you in?

QUESADA: Mot a word was ever spoken or even mentioned.

BURG: So all you can do is arrive on that base if I may wuse that term.

[Interruption]



Gen. Elwood Quesada, B/l9/74, #2 Page 54

S0 you come on the ground and now you're expected to work with those

officers, you're going to have to use them.
QUESADA: WNo.
BURG: You could get rid af them?

WUESADA:  Yes, but there was no plan to either use them or get rid
of them. The plan was to use that as a cadre for developing a staff
for the role that was to be mine. There was no problem of getting rid

of them that was never in anybody's mind,

BURG: You didn't go there to get rid of them.

QUESADA: No, not at all.

BURG: DBut part of the difficulties of taking up ¥oUr new command would
be that with other problems around you, you alss had the problem of
evaluating those men to see if they measured up te the kinds of

standards that you had already measured Lees and Gerry hby.

QUESADA: That didn'tl take very long T might add. In forty-eight hours
I knew exactly what I had, or in twenty-four hours T knew what I had.
And nobody was trying to persuade me that they were the valedictorians,
that was not a problem, It was a headguarters that had been in

exlstence for--

[Interruption]

BURG: You indicate that within twenty-four to forty-eight hours you
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knew what you had with respect to these men. Was that from

personnel files or vour own personal observations?
QUESADA: Oh, Jjust talking to them. I knew what I had right away.

BURG: Right. And I think you were about to make a point, I Judge
you were aboult bo make the point that it really wasn't & guestion of
these men being inefficient or ineffective officers, merely a fact

that they had been kind of cut loose and were adrift.

QUESRDA: Yeah, they were adrift and had ne purpeose, and thers was
no problem associated with it. And soon thereafter, if I reeall
correctly, Brereton, the Ninth Air Force was transferred from Bast
Africa to England and Brereton came up. And then he became my boss

and I was a subordinate command to Brerstorn,

BURG: But still yon wore tweo hats.

QUESADA: I wore bEwo hats--the Ninth Fighter Command and the Ninth

Tactical hir Command,

BURG: Now I think I'm approaching this correctly. Before we get into
any of the problems associated with what was coming up, the cross
chammel invasion, the major problem you would have had was establishing

that Hinth Fighter Command.

QUESADA: Yes, that was the major command for the invasicon foree. 211
the fighter units, of which nineteen groups were sventually =hipped

over, were assigned to the Ninth Tactical Air Command.
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BURG: And yvou're starting with this very small headauarters foree.

What were the first steps that vou had £o take then as commander?

QUESADA: Well, the first thing we had to do is to get some realization
of what units were going to be supplied to usz and what their eguipment
was to be, and then between Brereton and ourselves we negotlated with

the British what fields they would be assigned to.

BURG: Generally in the south of England.

QUESADA: The south, one group, one clutch of airports, airdromes
were in the south of England and another was in the east coast of

England, just north of London.

BURG: Up towards Lincoln.

DQUESADA: ERight. That was a part of the cover plan. We didn't want
all of our units to be on bthe scuthern coast of England because that
would have suggested that the invasion would have excluded Norway. So
part of the cover plan put guite a few of our units on the east coast

of England, north of London.

BURG: MNow these various airdromes, were they vacant, were there American

forees using them?

QUESADA: Most of them were being vacated by the British and turned

over Lo us.

BURG: HNow you would have presumably also assigned to you not only

fighter units, sguadrons, groups, and the like but the various air corps
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supply, and what should I say, airdrome management units.

QUESADA: The biggest thing that was assigned to us was a lot of
communications units. We had a wvery, very large communications
requirement because we had to build and anticipated constructing

our own communications in Mormandy and not relyving on the existing
French system. And that turned out to be a good assumption, and in
order to prepare ourselves for that assumption we, for all practical
purpeses, did not rely on the British communications system. We built

our own in England.

BURG: Now are we speaking of telephonic communications?

QUESARN: Telephone and radio.

BURG: And you stress the largeness of this, would that network have

been larger than that being used by the Eighth Air Foree and ibs bombers?

QUESADA: It would be much larger becausze the British, I mean the
Eighth Air Force was statie, and it used the British telephone systam,
do you mee? It used the existing British telephone systen. Whereas
we did use a part of the DBritish telephone system, we used a lot of

a telephone system that we ourselves constructed, in order to know how

to do it when we got in Normandy.

BURG: And guite a massive effort then stringing lines--.

OUESADA: A massive effort, massive. We laid lines, spiral for I

think it was, hundreds of miles, laid thousands of miles of line. It
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was laid on the ground all over Engalnd.

BURG: Laid it on the ground?

UUESADA: Laid it on the ground and the English would never touch it.

The English were absolutely marvelons!

BURG: Good God! You had to pass over countless roads and railroad

lines.

UUESADA: We carried it over roads and they'd never say a word. We'd

have to have permission to bhe sure.

BURG: Yes., 1 was going to ask you if it might not have been a huge
Jeb making contact with countless, countless British burroughs and

caunty governments.

QUESADA: Tt was. A lot of it was radio, FM radia, We alse had a big

FM radic net in England.

BURG: 50 in this one small, compared to everything else, this onae
small aspect of the pre-~invasion planning, your story is one of

enormous British cooperation and support just carrying on this one thing.

QUESADA: Tremendous, tremendous, yes. And pur units started to Arrive,

sometime two groups would arrive in a single week.

BURG: HNow were they coming from the United States or were they=-

QUESADA:  From the United States.

BURG: Is it safe to say that all of your units arrived frem the United
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States?

QUESADA: A1l but one a--reconnaissance unhit arrived from someplace

glse, I forget where-—the 67th Recohnaissance Group.

BURG: Was it reconnaissance in the sense of photo reconnaissance?

DUESADA: Yes, Yes.

BURG: Flying fighter aireraft rigged as camera ships, P-38's or

something of this sort.

QUESADA : That's the idea. aAnd 5l's.

BURG: All right, now everyone else coming in is coming from the United

States, and therefore they are fresh units, new and untried.

QUESADA: Completely fresh, untried.

BURG: What kind of egunipment were they coming with?

QUESADR: P=51's, P=47's, and P=38's. On some occasions the goroup would
arrive, the personnel, the mechanics and all with their hand tools,

and the legistiecs were so thorough that they would sometimes arrive at
the airdrome where they were toc be guartered, and all of their eguipment
would be there waiting for them, including the airplanes, brand new

airplanes, never flown.

BURG: Who was handling bhat grealt logistics problem? Was it being

handled within your headguarters?

QUESADA-: What was being handled within my headgquarters was te get it
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from the depots to the airdromes.

BURG: It was off-loaded from ships then at the depots.

OUESADA: Off-loaded from ships and then we had the problem of getting
it from the off-loading points to the airdrome and properly distributed

so the mechanics could just go right to work.

BURG: The aircraft vou described as being new. It seems to me that it
is guite possible that it could have been new aircraft but by war
standards slightly cutmoded neverthless. Wers these new and of the

latest mark?

OUESADA: HWew and the latest.

BURG: All right. Let me ask you something about the guality of the
personnel, both ground and flying personnel, as presumably you went to

greaet somse of these groups--

oUEsADR: A1l of them.

BURG: --all of them as they arrived. Did vou form a general opinion

of the guality of these men?

QUESADA: ©OFf course, my memory of training went back to the early part
of +he war where we by necessity had to grab anyhody we could get.

But I quickly learned, and I wasn't in the training side of our Air
Force activity. I knew little about our training and in Africa our

whole problem was ta get replacements.
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BURG: Coming as individuals?

QUESADA: Individuals. But now the situation was entirely different.
We were getting one group after another in rapid order, and it was

very clear that the training proceéure in the United &Gtates had reached
a point of efficiency that I was completely unaware of, completely
unaware of it. I was shocked by it, I was surprised by it, and I was
certainly pleased by it. A group would arrive, they had been together
for menths wndergoing their training in the United States, the training
was exoellent, the commanders were yvoung and aggreszsive by almost any
standards and were very capable of performing their job. They had
morale, ninety percent of the officers in the group had perhaps been
together for six months, and they knew their eguipment, and they were

extremely well-trained as a unit.

BURG: Then by standards that to you were realistie, that is the
training &s a group, had included training that fit in with the, 1 hate
to use the word, guality of the air war, but that's really what T

mean. They were as much as could be expected, they were up to the

standards of combat a8 existed in northwest Europe at that time.

QUESADA: Incredibly so, incredibly so. The only deficieney, if there
was one, was that they had not been trained in fighter-bomber tactics,

they had heen trained as fighter units.

BURG: Ailr to alir gunnery.

QUESADA: Alr to air gunnery. So we had a problem converting them to
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the tactical role which includes air to air, but it also includes air

to ground.

BURG: Now as far as the number of fiving hours that these men had vou
pernaps can remember what the average amount of flying hours on first
line aircraft would be for the men in these wvaricus groups? We're not
talking about now the First World War or the western front, and men
showing up on the lines as replacements with perhaps as low as eleven,
twelve hours of flight time. These are men with hundreds of hours in

the air.

QUESADA: With hundreds of hours in that egquipment in the air as
compared to what I had experienced before leaving the United States for

Africa where & guy would have ten hours.

BURG: And the trairning they'd had included gunnery practice and the

formation tactics that were being used at the time?

QUESADA: Incredibly trained, very well trained,

BURG: Interesting to hear that, very reassuring to hear it.

QUESADA: I was completed surprised by it and T was shocked by it, I

had no idea that that's what was going to occcur.

BURG: Now since they lack the one guality that can only be gained by
experience were you zble early on to get them some active battle exper-

ience in preparation for the work they were going teo do. You would have
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the problem of training them for fighter bomber tactics too, but were
vou able to mowe them out on some missions to give them that kind of

eXpErience?

QUESADA: Sometimes they would go on the early missions a week after

landing in England.
BURG: These were sweeps cut over France.

QUESADA: Sweeps out over France and then we'd go =a little deeper,
then a little deeper, and a little deeper and pretty scon all holds
barred. And the early part of the operation was devoted to escorting
the Eighth Air Force cause for a while we had all of the P-51's, and
it was the P-51 that was the best air to air airplane. And it also

had the longest range.

EURG: So you were using them in an escort fighter role?

QUESADA: That's correct. That's eScorting the Eighth Air Force.

[Interruptionl

BURG: So they begin to get this kind of combat experience, woere their

losses within what vou would have considered acceptable range?
QUESADA: ©h, definitely. They held their own, definitely.

HUBRG: Basically was it the P-51 groups that were getting that escort

experience or did you send the P-38'S and P-47's also?

QUESADA: We sent them all but the P-51's went deep. The only area that
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was disturbing was in the P-51's we had--see this was the first

time they had been in combat. Sea the P-51's hadn't been in combat
before, any place. And we had one very, wvery severe prablem that
resulted in losing twe or three of its guns im a tight turn, I think
to the left. If the airplane pulled high G's in & left turn, it might
fave been a right turn, but I think it was a left turn, they'd get

a8 stoppage in two and sometimes three of the gune.

BURG: It was a matter of the ammunition feed chutes.

QUESADA: That's correct. TFor reasons that T can't explain here,
but I'm familiar with, the mechanism wasn't able te pull the feed

belt through the gun under high G's in one direction.

BURG: And this would correct however when the aircraft straightened

out?

QUESADA: Oh, no.

BURG: Oh, it wouldn't! It jammaed those feed maechanisms—--=

QUESADA: Oh, yeah, they were lost. And that is very demoralizing to
a fighter pilot because when you have four guns vou get a big burst

=

of Eire. 1If it's one gun it"s poof; poof, poof, poof, poof, vou see,
in his ming and in fact. So they didn't like that, and we got that

fixed under emergency conditions.

BURG: Your pilots were remarking or reporting what was happening and

ground ordnance people presumably were-—-
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UUESADA: Well, I went to Brereton about it and raised hell, and I
was rather vociferous, rather irritated. Brereton, perhaps under
other circumstances would have kicked me out of his cffice, but
instead he called General Arnold in Washington on the telephone and

had me tell General Arnold what I had told him.

BURS3: Toned down a bit,

QUESADA: Mot & hell of a lot.

BURG: You had known Arncld though for guite some periocd of time.

QUESADA: Yeah, that's right. And Brereton had the wisdom to see that

if I would tell General Arnold these facts that I had personally cbserved
that would get General Arnold aroused because General Arnold is a

very guick person to respond, or was a very guick person to respond

to any and all tactical needs. So that night he had personnel from

Dayton on the way to England. B&And in about three days they fixed it.

BURG: Tt was handled at a far higher level than I had expected.

QUESADA: Brereton had, "Whatever it took, you'vye got to get it done,

you've got te get it done today!"

BURG: That was Brereton's view on anything like this,

QUESADA: He saw it right away. And he called Arnold on the telephone,
and Arnold guickly, that night he had personnel enroute from Dayton,

Ohio over to England and they made a Tix.
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BURG: Well, later I want to ask vou about both of thf9se gentlemsn
too. But right now let me ask you, this armament problem seems to
be the major problem in yvour mind, was there any problem with the engines

of the P-51, for example?

QUESADA: Yes, after the armament thing we began to losa a lot

af bovs on the way back from the extreme limit of their escort mission.
A5 an example, this occurred when we were fighting over Kiel. We had
several missions to Kiel, and that was at that particular time in the
early stages of the P-51 uses. Kiel was about the limit of their

range because the big tank was not behind the seat yet. And we got a
great deal of trouble, ignition trouble, and the bovs,; the battle would
be owver, the fighting for that day would be ever, and it was only a
problem of getting home, do you see? And we began to lose several
airplanes just by landing in the North Sea, and that's a very very

discouraging thing, just that vou engines won't run on the way home.

BURG: Were these Allison engines at that point?

QUESADA: Allison engines. o

BEURG: Wall, had the men been using the engines that had, I assume
the P-51 had a full boost capacity, had they been usihg them through

the gate in combat?

QUESADA: That's the whole point. See that's what was causing the
trouble. When pulling maximum horsepower they would impoEe some damage

inte the ignition system, spark plugs, specifically. And so they had
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to recognize that was what was going to happen and correct it, which

they did.

BURG: You mean the manufacturers of the engine were able to modify

the engines to handle that. BSo you wiped out that problem.

QUESADA: Yes., That was a very discouraging thing to have a kid he

in combat over Cologne, and then on his way home lose his engine.

BURG: With no battle damage done to it, and he survived the entire

thing. And then lose him.
QUESADA: Terribly difficult for us all.

BURG: Can I think that the reaction again was a swift one, that you,

Brereton, Arnold--
QUESADA: ©Oh, wvery guickly, right away, immediate.

BURG: HNow later on were we, I'm not clear on how this works, but did
we put intoe the P-51 a variant of the Rolls or was that what the
Alliscn actually was, a variant of the Rolls-Royee engine, made under

American license, parhaps?

QUESADA: Yes, I think the engine in our airplane was a Rolls-HRovee
engine, made in this country, and not the Allisecn engine; I think vou're

right.

BURG: While I'm on equipment 1 wanted to lock at this before moving



Gen. Elwood Quesada, BS19774, 42 Page 68

on into other matters that consumed your time, you're also using

F-47's7

QUESADR: Yes.

BURG: I know that the British were totally unimpressed when they saw
the size of that monster and seriously doubted that it eould perform
well., It seems to me that it performed wvery well indeed in the kind
of role that it was used in., Were there any "teething™ problems with

that or had that been worked out by that time?

QUESADA: No, the 47 did fairly well, and perhape better than the P-51
in the tactiecal role. Between the time that we arrived in England
and formed the command structure and the time we invaded Normandy,
the tactical air forces were to get almost all of the P=51's. But
the P-5]1 turned out to be a better escort airplane than the P-47. So
back in Washington they transferred the assignment of several P=-51
groups to the Eighth Air Force and transferred some P-47 groups from
the Eighth Air Porce to the Ninth Air Foree. BSo the number of P-351
units that we originally were supposed to have was lessened, and the
number of P-47 units that we were originally supposed Lo have was
increased. And the P=-47 turned cout to be just as good If not a better
tactical airplana than the P=81.

Now what are some of the reasons: One, it did not have a liquid

cooled engine, so it was not guite as vulnerable to ground fire as was
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the P-51. Number two, it could carry more bombs and a great variety of
bomhs because it could carry bombs under the wing, under the fuselage.

The P-47 was a better bombing wehicle than the P-51.

BUES: Tt seems to me the P-51 had an enormous underslung radiator
down beneath the fuselage which would prevent you from slinging a

nomh on the center line.

QUESADA: Right, we couldn't sling a bomb under the fuselage. But the
P-47 we could put hombs under the fuselage and under the wings. 5o

it became more versatile.

BURG: =&nd she's & heavier aircraft by far isn't she?

QUESADA: Heavier airplane, and also it had more fire power, if I recall
correctly, we had eight fifty calibre machine guns in it. S& it becane

a better tactical airplane than the P-5l.

RURG: And presumably pretty good in a dive, it seems to me accounts T

have read indicate that she dove like a brick and was stable in a dive-=-

QUESADMN: Yes.

BURG: -=-whereas the P-51, because of her lightness, you might have to
work her down, whereas the P-47 would simply plummet down. 0id you aver
made a comparison betwesen the P-47 and let's say the Typhoon or Tempest?

T understand that they too would have been used in a similar role.

OUESADA: We didn't make any comparison, 1 guess they were made but we
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never made any.

BURG: You never did. All right now let me ask you about the P-3B
ag the third piece of eguipment that you had to usa. It too, unlike
the P=51, had seen a pretty fair amount of combat. I presume most of

the bugs had been worked out of the P=-38.

QUESADA: Maost of the bugs were out of the P-38 when we got it.

[Interruption]

BURG: Did vou have & smaller proportion of P-318 groups?

QUESADA: Yes, pretty small.

BURG: Mainly 5l's; 47's.

CUESADA: Only had about three 38 groups.

BURG: I see, and using them in this tactical role or ware you using

them for escort fighters?

QUESADA: Yes, oh: sure; wWwe were using them in a tactical role; and thay

were gquite good. The visibkility was good which made them excellent.
BURG: The guns all concentrated right in that pod.

QUESADA: And you could see ahead of you much better than any of the

other airplanes.

BURG: All right. You wyourself flew all three types I assume.
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QUESADA: 5Sure, sure.

BURG: HNow did you ever fly them on missions at this stage?
QUESADA: Oh, sure, sure.,

BURG: You were going too?

QUESADA: Oh, sure.

BURG: Was that common in the ki Corps?

QUESADA: Yes, fairly common.

BURG: For an officer of your rank to be flying combat missions.
QUESADA:  Yes, some did it.

BURG: How many did it? ©Of your rank major-general.

QUESADA: Well, T wasn't alone.

BURG: Y¥ou and who else, General?

QUESADA:  Oh, I wasn't alone.

BURG: It was your personal style really to go and know what was happening.

QUESADA: Frobably. You must remember I was a little bit younger than
most, do you See? And I don't think it's unfair to say I was a more

active pileot than even my age, I was younger than most of the commanders.
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So I don't think it should be unusual that I should go on mi=sions,
which I did a lot of. I don't think that it should be considered

unusual.
BURG: HNow had vou made flights for example te Kiel and--
QUESABA: Oh, sure; =sure.

BURG: Right. I £ind that impressive, sir, despite vour disclaimer,

I still think that's——

QUESADA: T don't think it's too-—-3just a natural thing to do, I had a

lot more flving experience than any of my group commanders.

BURG: HNow when vou went on a mission like that did vou lead the

formation—-—

IEND OF INTERVIEW]




This is an interview with General Elwood R. Quesada, being taped

in General Quesada's office at L'Enfant Plaza South on Hovember 13,
1974. The interviewer is Dr. Maclyn Burg of the Eisenhower Library
staff. Present for the interview are Dr. Burg and General Que=zada,
DR. BURG: Last time we brought you up from North Africa, and voun
were setting up vour headguarters for the Winth in England, and

¥You weres laughing because there were asbout three days that yon

couldn't remember. You arrived in England and then for about

three days, I think, life must have been at a hectic pace for you.

GENERAL QUESADA: I remember this, only this moment, we went to a
place called Aldermaston, which iz about thirty miles west and I
think and 2 littie south of London, and the small staff that T

brought up frem Afrieca and I taook up lodging and headquarters there.

DR. BURG: Had that heen an RAF station at one time?

GENERAL QUESADA: MNe, Aldermaston was a private estate, and if I
recall correctly, it is where the British Atomic Energy Commission

now has its headguarters, but T am not sure of that.

DR, BURG: Well, we had also talked about the aircraft types that
¥ou had with you in the Ninth and some of *he "teething" problems.
We had talked partiecularly about the P-31, the engines tend to cut
out on the way back from places like Kiel, and the impmediate

effects--you got in touch with Hap Arnold if T remember and
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immediately they began to work on those engines and iron the bugs
out. Now, are we talking about early 1944, when you had come up

Irgm Africa in late *4372

UUESADA: We're talking about early '44. What date was the

invasion, yes, early '44.

BURG: Right, June of '44, zo we are talking of an earlier period

than that. Now, what vou were telling me on the last intervisw--

QUESADA: Now wait a2 second, the invasion was in June of ‘44, we

are then talking about late '43,

BURG: Because vou came up prior say to December of '43.

QUESADA: Yes, well before, long bkefore that, T think T came np

in the middle of the =zummer.

BURG: I see. Now, your sgquadrons, many of them were pretty fresh

from the United Stateg—-

QUEEADAR: All were, or nearly all but one er two,

BURG: &nd I remember your remark was you thought the standard of

training had been excellent—-
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QUESADA: Extremely good.

RURG: --that these men were very well trained. Now You were using

them in an escart role at first?

QUESADA: At first we were using them to escort the 8th Air Force

heavy bombers into Germany.

BURG: —-And running & certain amount of training for tactical air

at the same time?

QUESADA: We were deing that on the side andg only as training,
some fighter bomber exercises, because these units had little or
no training in bombing before they left the United States. They

wore trained primarily as fighters, rather than tactical hombers.

BURG: HNow, all of those aircraft--I think yvou had three tvpoes,

47's, 38'e, and 51l's,——

QUESADA: 'That'es correct.

BURG: --all of them were fitted out with, what is the term,
"strong points", so that they could carry say as much as a five

hundred pound bomb,

QUESADA: All of them could carry or were capable of mounting bomb
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racks, and they eould carrv a two thousand pound bomb,

BURG: They could? Now some of these points, these attachment
points out on the wings and cernaps one in the centerline of the

aircrafl, I suppose that's vhere the heaviest bomb—-

QUESADA: Not necessarily.

BURG: HNot really?

QUEEADA: No, just as long as--if you put bombs on the wings it
was desirable to put bombE of the same weight on each side, but

not absolutely necessary, but desirable,

BURG: Because of the isometrical £light characteristics that you

would get if voun do--

QUESADA: But vou eould have unequal weights on the wings, it
would be inconvenient and make the fFlying of the airplane a 1ittle

bit more difficult but not impossible,

BURG: Now, let me ask wou this, In the kind of role that yvour
unit was going to play, was this bombing technique a shallow dive
and release and pull out, er were thess pilots in these fighter
alrcraft largely going to be flying level flight and drepping the

bomhb
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QUESADL: The former,

SURG: They are going to go for the shallow approach?

OQUESADA: For all practical purposes their bomb site was their

gun sSite,

BURG: I see. And they get special training in how to lead of

on that gun sight in order to drop the bombs,

QUEEADA: That's corrasct, that's correct., And practically all of
our attack techniques were from a shallow dive. New there is an
exception teo this, which we will go into later, which occcurred

during the Battle of the Bulge.

BURG: Okay, fine and dandy. How, no special training had heen
given to these men for this kind of technigue prior to their

coming to the——

UUESADA: -=Very little training, some but very, very little,

BURG: Bo, how would you then set Up training for them? Is this
left at the squadron level? Did vou pass down to sguadron
commanders, for lack of anything better, manuales on how to do

this or how was that handled?



General Elwood Quesada, 11/13/74 Interview #3 Fage 78

Quesada: By and large, it was handled by giving te the group
commanders a place to practice and have them practice on their
own, under their own guidance. T gon't recall that there were any
formal manuals sent down ta the group or sguadrons. I den't

recall that there wers at all,

BURG: Had to work it out by thomselves?

YUESADA: Yez, the group commanders worked i: out pretty much by

themselves. They were men of considerable initiative,

BURE: The reason I asked this is that it strikes me, it's very
much like war on the Western Front [Werld War I] where my
recallection is that it came to the roint where they were using
aireraft, fighter aircraft, like the Sopwith Camel in anti-trench

bombking attacks. They were using them taetically in the--

UUESADA: --First World war, rarely that was true,

BURG: Putting Cooper bombs on them and little twenty-pounders I
guese, and then you come down, You machine-gun enemy emplacements,
whatever yvour targets are, artillery hatteries, you drop bombs on

them.

QUESADA: T think a3 better example, however, is what the German's

did in their invasion of France.
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BEURG: How'a that?

WUESADA: The German air force was very successful against the
French, English and Belgiums, in the yse of tactical air power.
And it attracted a great deal of public attention, how the
Stukas were dive-bombing and immobilizing the French and Belgium
and English armies during the invasion of France. That was a
more recent example of the use of tactieal air kower., And it

was by the Germans.

BURG: Yes, except a Stuks is making a very slow and very steep
dive, and the sircraft rezlly wasn't too capable of defending

itself,

QUESADA : The difference is technigue,

BURG: 8o you are using a very hot, a series of hot fighter
dircraft with plenty of ability to defend themselves and using
them in @ shallow, flatter dappreach. 5o really vou couldn't

use the German example really for training your men,

DUESADR : Well, we couldn't use, we didn't use, their technicue,

but we used the objective behind it.

BURG: Right, Right. But you're using a--
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WUESADA:  And we used it much more effectively, I might say.

EURG: And partly perhaps because that Stuka wae very slow, very

valnerable——

QUESADR: Yes, it cpuldn't defend itself. It conldn't live in an
enviranment where the supromacy of the air was guestioned, whereas

we could,

BURG: And by 1944 would you say, General, that largely you had

command of the air?

QUESADA: Almost complete command of the 2ir. We would welcome a
challenge even while on 2 tactical bomber mission. Many times,
not occasionally, but many times we would have OuUr crews jettison
their bomk just to engage in air-to-air combat. If an opportunity
presented itself to engage in air—-to-air combat, we would always
aceept it, and we would almost always win, Our airplans was
Superior, our crews were infinitely better than the Germans at
that time, and we welcomed an opportunity to shoot them down., If
8 droup or a sguadron was on @ bombing mission and ladened with
bombs on its wings, and our radar or our intelligence told us or
if they told us that there was an opportunity for air combat we

were almost invariably instructed to Jetftison their bombs and
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engage in air-to-air combat,

BURG: Was the idea to achieve sort of a moral superiority te

them or merely simply to knock more of them down ?

QUESADA: Well, locking at it in retrospect the main cbjective
was to maintain our complete, or almost complete, contraol of the
2ir. Our eontrol of the air was unchallenged: we could do anything
we wanted to do, and anytime that was questioned we would welcome
the opportunity of asserting it, but not only of asserting it but
to keep it. But there was another more subjective influence, and
I say this reluectantly but I can say 1t now. We wanted to give
these guys, these kids, an opportunity to shoot down a Cerman
airplane! BSees, a fighter pilet, the epitome of his success i= to
shoot down an enemy airplane, and we were always saddened or
disappointad that we didn't get many chaneces to this. Se when it
did come, I am sure that that emotional desire to give these kids
an cpportunity to shoot down a German airplane had some effect,

I hope you don't mind me being——it sounds kind of erude but it

isn't really. Tt's human anyway .

BURG: ©No, at least not with my k¥nowledge of fighting the a2ir in
the first war and the second war, of course,. The same sort of

thing that motivates the leader to let his wing man get in there
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and scrag a few--

QUESADA: 'That's right, and don't forget we were dealing with
human bDeings, and we tried to treat them as such, and they were

damn geood kids, too!

BURG: They were young human beings.

QUESADA: Yes, they were young and they conldn't wait to get into

a fight with the Germans, and they were always longing for it.

BURG: And you yourself probably would be the first to admit that
earlier in the War, it would have been a little tougher once wvou

got inte a fight with the Germans,

QUESADA: Oh, we would have had a tough time——

BURG: The guality of their pilots was wverv high.

QUESADA: Those kids would have had to fight air-to-air with a
P-40 or a P-39. They had tough going; whereas it wasn't an
unequal match, we weren't fighting with a less efficient airplane

than the Germans had,

BURG: 0Of course, now as you move on into early '44, 4id you

become involved then with the planning for Normandy-—
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QUESADA: 0©Oh, very much.

BURG: Your Alr Force was going to be used, the Ninth was going
te be used very definitely 4in that thing. At what point were vou
drawn into the Nermandy planning, the OVERTORD planning. wWould it

have been in late-—7

WUESADA: Late '43, Almost immediately upon arriving in England.

BURG; 2ll right, let me ask vou: how did that g0 in the =ense of
who contacted You, who were you working with at first, what kinds
of things were you doing at that peint. Pecauss we would veary

much like to know how it went for vou,

QUESADA: Well, of course, the American ground foreces that were
to engazge in the touchdown, the actual invasion were commanded by
Omar Bradley, and his command was the Pirst Army. And he was
doing all of the planning, a1l of the parochial planning, The
actual planning for the invasion was dene in = place in London,
2nd T can't remember the name of it. The actua] planning was in

the hands of a small mixed group--

EURG: COSSAC,

UUESADA: COE8AC, right. COSSAC would eall U8 in to assist them
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in the planning, and they were influenced primarily by a desire tp
have their planning have some relation to the reality that the
executor could provide as input. Thev would eall Bradley in as an
example to make sure that what they were planning were within the
means of the Army that was his. And likewise, they would dao that
in respect to our fighter bomber force, our tactical forces, and
that is how T would get involved. The basic planning was COSSAC's,
but they learned and wisely knew that thev could not plan in a
vacuum, And I wmust say that contact when they would call us in,
they would de it for a very abjective reason and we knew it.
Likewise, we were not jealovs of them because we knew that by

their detachment they could plan well,

In the first place as far as the tactical =zir forces were
concerned, we were fighting a war, we were going into Germany so
we had to devote most of our attention to that. &nd as far as T
was concerned I was glad that somebody would take over the planning
for the invasion of Hormandy. T certainly wasn't in any position
to do it; I didn't have the information, and I didn't have the
knowledge or experience. T was just a young kid commanding a vary
large tactical air forece. T had knowledge of what we could do,

and they were guick to ask, to exploit it.
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5S¢ the actual planning was in COSSAC, and they would call us
in from time te time with meatings-—and meetings that lasted a3
couple of days sometimes——tp go over their plans and basically
with the objective of criticism on eur part to point out whether
this was real or unreal hecause we were the ones that would have
to execute it. And they were very constructive meetings.

Now, outside of that and knowing that Bradley's First Army
was to be the ground forces ana knowing the 9th Tactical Air
Command would be the air forces, we did a lot of planning with
Bradley. We put men in his units o that we could know what we
were doing and they would know what we were deing, and we had to
work out where they would go, who they would be. We had to get
them there early so they would knew each other; we had to make
each other know what communications we had. There was a very,
very close coordination of the communications regquirements--theirs
and ours--hecause both of us had a tremendous communication
requirement. We more than they, because our units are sa far
apart. And we had a great big telephone company that moved right
with us, but nevertheleszs that big telephone company had to he
compatible with their telephone company and that takes a lot of
conprdination and planning so we did have a lot gf=-=far the lsck

of a better word--more parochial planning than COSSACD was engaged 1in.
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BURG: Right. Well, let's look back them at COSSAC briefly. The
man in charge of that was a British officer, Frederick Morgan, and

then his American deputy was a man named Ray Barker.

QUESADA: That's coarract,

BURG: And would vou be consulting with them or with their

subordinates?

QUESADA: Mostly at staff level and meatly at prearranged

symposiums or meestings.

BURG: I see, interesting. Now let me ask ¥ou how this would
actually work because as zlwaye this is what we histporians rarely
know, precisely how thinge were done and the routine. Let uz just
pick some particular day, you receive a call from COSSAC T presume,
telling vou that there is going to be such a sympasium, a meeting,
would they tell you the general subject matter of that particular

meeting?

QUESADA: ‘The way that it was usually worked out is that COSSAC
weuld indicate to [Alr Marshal Sir Trafford] Leigh Mallery, who
was the guy who was suppose to be, and was, in command of all the
a2ir forces for the invasion. And they would tell Leigh Mallory

that there is to be a meeting at COSSAC ta cover a certain general
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subject, and they would like to have the tactical units that would
be specifically involved in that subject presant. B&nd Leigh Mallory
would then determine who he weould like +o have accompany him so

the input to COSSAC would be by those people who had to per form

the task. 5And on those cases he or Brereton would call me and

tell me--assuming it was an area af my: 1nterest——to be at 3

certain place at a certain time and to bring whoever was appro-

priate with me to do sg.

BURG: Yes, now can you give me an example of who you would take
from vour staff, You have in mind perhapsa some particular tactiecal

problem and just give me an example of who might go.

QUESADA: T would rarely take more than two., That wonld he my
chief af staff and operations officer, &8s a rule. Now if the

subject was logistics, as an example, T would take my A-4,

BURG: Could I suppose at this point that if it required your A-4,
it might deal, for example, with the problems of szetting up your

advance fields in France once the beachhead had opened up encugh--

QUESADA: Well, they wers allocating tonage to the various

commande is a good example of logistics., How MANY ==

BURG: How many airfield maps for example--
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QUESADA: That's correct, and how many vehicles, how many tons we
want to take over the heach and how many venicles are necessary,
what vehicles we want te take, what radars we want to take, that

is a part of the logistics planning,

BURG: How much aviation fuel was——

QUESADA: That's correct, and there is a lot of that vou know.

BURG: Yes, engine spares.

QUESADA: 0Oh, a tremendous amaount .,

BURG: &And the full mass of logistical data that has to be--

QUESADA: That's correct. al1l right, I might just inject here

that that was the hardest part to coordinate.

BURG: All right, let me ask you a pertinent guestion., I dan't
believe I asked you before. At that stage in your 1life, with the
responsibilities of doing some planning that in our air corps at
that time certainly had not heen done on any scale such as that,

not evar,

DUESADA: Never.
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BURG: And you were g Very voung officer. Did you find that the
training you had received in the Army Air Corps had prepared vou

L0 cope with problems on that scale?

QUESADA: No, we had never had any training in the Air Corps
Tactical Schoal or Leavenwarth that even appreoached that scale,

but we did have training at both schools T went te.

BURG: You had attendesd Leavenwonrth?

QUESADA: 2And the Air Corps Tactical School.

BURG: I am sorry, I didn't know that hecause T was thinking that
the average army officer--an army officer like LeRoy Lutes with
whom I am working right now--Lutes alsc had logistics operating
out of Washington, DC. He had gone to Leavenwprth and the War

College.

QUESADA: I went there as a young captain. There weren't many

captains at Leavenworth either,

BURG: I would think not.

QUESADA: But a nyway——

BURG: 5o, generally speaking, you had that kind of staff-type

training.
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QUESADA: I had nad that kind of staff training, but it didn't
equip me to do what we eventually were reguired to do. It 3id
equip me, however, and I want to empahsize this, the Staff College
did eguip me to appreciate how urgent it was to plan your logistics
with care., That's what it eguipped me with: it didn't give me the
ANSWers to every problem, but it impressed upon me and others that
¥ou had to find an answer to these problems, otherwise yvou were in

2 hell of a 1ot of troubial

BURG: In a sense it gave you an attitude that vou could take with
¥ou. You are coping with something. Well, may I ask, when were

You Bt Leavenworth?

WUESADA: In 1937, I think. '3T7 opr '3H,

BURG: Which may have been an advantage to yeou bacause by "37,
"3B, perhaps it is epasier to ses the scale on which things are
going to operate in madern war. Had you been there ten YEaTE

earlier I am not sure that vou would have seen it at that =ame

sogle,

QUEEADA: Well, I assure vou the exercises at Leavenworth did not
contemplate war on the scale that we eventually witnessed,

s=xperisnced,
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BURG: 5S¢ in most cases it seems to me that all of you, air and

ground forces alike, had to rapidly learn the trade——

QUESADZ: We were all slike, and actually the ability to adapt to
this change had a tremendous influence on how far ¥ou progressed

in the hierarchy of command,

BURG: T supposs sa: I can see that.

UUESADA: -—-=very noticezble,

BURG: Yes, your adaptability would be very important. All right,
you have received a call, vour chief of air gtaff, and who was the

second officer?

CQUESADA: The operations officer, or it might be an intelligenca
briefing; but I would usually take the staff cfficer that was
appropriate to the purpose of the meeting called and we were

almost always informed of what the purpose was,

BURG: So you knew the purpose. Would you have very much lead

time, General to put together notes or--

QUESADA: A week,

BURG: About a week,
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QUESADA: T dpn'e remember, but I can have a recellection it would

be about a week,

BURG: All right, now you geo. May I ask you: wou suggest that

the meetings were held at various places, not necessarily at the——

CUESADA: Usually, if they were called by COS5AC, they were

usually held at COSSaC,

BURG: All right, now vou come up toe Lendon to take part in the
mestings, you pass through security checks going inte COSSAC T am
guite sure, now you are ushered inte a room at which there is a

canference table, would that be typical?

UUBSADA: Generally, it would be a conference type meeting.

BURG: And normally could we expect at that table a group of how

many . perhaps 15 to 257

QUESRDA: Fifteen to 20 and about a third of it would bhe from the

COSEAT staff.

BURG: And the rest of you would be a mixture of British,

American, air, ground?

QUESADA: Az a general rule, as a general rule.
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BURG: May T agk You if naval types would be--

QUESADA : Sometimes they would pe naval typeg if it Were & maeating
that involved it I can recall Egveral meetings that §id invalve

the nawvy,

BURG: HNow, who would chaipr the meeting, ane of the cosgan people?

QUESADA - Usually somebody  from COSSAC

BURZ: BEut at the staff level, pot as high asg Morgan or Barker,

but down the ladder—-

WUESADA: A= a general rule, it would be somebody on {the staff
level. It wauld be the man in charge of the problem that wae
being discussed, You'd never get any place if yoy Just talk abeut
everything., Anad You've got tg focus the subject on a Few things,

otherwigse yon aticomplish nothing.,

BURG: Right. Now the chairman then Wwould ecall the meeting tp
order, wpuld he then restate tp ¥YOu the problem or Problems that

were to be disevssed at these sessiong?

QUESADA: Hae would state inp rather precise torms wWhat the probklem

was. I regall, az an Example, he would state what they were
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planning, and he would ask those present +o criticize what they
wers planning as the executioner. There was a Very good atmosphere,
The British are darn good planners. T think they are good planners

because they have been punished se by failing +o plan.

BURG: Perhaps always with fewer resources typieally than we would

bBring into something—-

QUESADA: We are 2Xltravagant and they are not.

BURG: You were 3 young officer at the time. Wa=s the British
eppreach to planning and the salving of problems, do yvou ever
recall it making you impatient, vou did represent abundanece by
and large. Did you ever find them hesitant to the point that it

might have annoved you in these planning sessions?

QUESADA: oOh, I think there would be bocasions=-=I am at times
inclined to be impulsive, impulsive partly because of the youth
of the time--that I became impatient, Buot oy and large, the
general impression was admiration for what they were doing. T
would become impatient at Times, T would often think that they
are talking about trivia, but T think they would be right in more
cases than T would be. A= a general rule, my personal attitude

was not one of impatience.
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BURG: Do you recollect, now in retrospect, ever being asked te do
something which you felt was literally impossikle for your men and

your machines,

QUESADAE: HNo, never,

BEURG: Mainly what was asked of vou was within the realm of

possibility for your units?

QUESADA: T think your answer to that is a definite, yes, The
only gualification that might go to it is that we didn't think

anything wasgs impossible!

BURG: You didn't think anything was impossible.

QUESADA: No, we thought we could do anything. Tt was our era not
theirs. We didn't think that we would be called upon to do any-

thing that we couldn't deo,

BURG: All right, let's ask the corollary to that then. Was there

ever a feeling in vour mind that you were maybe being under used?

QUESADA: Oh definitely, definitely.

BURG: Can vou give me an example, General?
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QUESADZ: There was a definite and rather strong, almost a phobia
and a fear that the German air foree would he able to impose a
very, very sericus impediment on our landing. There was a general
belief that the Cerman air force was = lot stronger than it was,
and T along with many of my asscciates in the Air Porce felt that
the German azir force could not be an impediment on the landing
because we wouldn't let them. we were sure that if the German
air force had some strength, which we didn't think it had, and
would come out in strength, which it didn't, we'd knock the hell

out of them.

BURG: Well, may I ask, did Leigh Mallory share that belief with

vou?

UUESADA : Leigh Mallory, I'm vague in this memory, guite vague.
Leigh Mallory had a tendency to attribute to the German air force
greater strength than it eventually turned ocut to have. I 'm

vague in that--

{Interrupticon]

BIIRG: =--just a recollection of his tendency to be 3 little—-

QUESADA: My recollection of air Marshall Leigh Mallory was one in
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which he didn't have as much confidence in our ability te maintain
superiority of the air over the beachhead as we did. It never
occurrad to us that we just couldn't knock the hell out them if
they showed up. We were confident, almost cocky--well, perhaps

cocky.

BURG: Yes, ves, I remember some Air Force officers at that time:
Yes, I would say cocky as far as a "grunt” wonld view it, Let me
ask you, talking about infantry types, how about British ground
officers in discussions where for example you gentlemen ware
confident about your ability to cops with the German air forece if
they should show wp. The British infantry officer at that meeting
might even have been at Dunkirk, where as you remember they saw
very few RAF aircraft, mainly I think because the RAF was doing
its job out of their range of vision, but do vou recollect whether

any of the British ground officers alsa had deubts about--

WUESADA: ©h, there is no guestion. My recollection is guite
vivid on that. All army or ground personnel, with few exceptions,
felt that the German air force was——. They were worried about the
German air forece, impeding their progress, British and American—-
I don't think one any more than the other. I don't mean this in

a derogatory sense--the army always feared the German air force
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more than we did, but that's understandable. I don't say that with

any malice.

BURG: Mo, ¥you were in your element.

QUESADA: But we were in our element, that's right.

BURG: Coping with a problem that yeu had coped with already and

had assessed——

QUESADA: The ground force always had an exaggerated concept of

what the German air force could do or would do,

BURG: Right, if we go back then into the context &f the COSSAC
meating, were these sessions by and large arqued out and discussed
at a fairly calm level. That is do vou ever remember any American
ar British officer getting guite argumentative or vehement about
his position, or did you all pretty well mesh in a calm assessment

of the problems that vou faced?

UUESADA: I can't site any specific examples, but T assure vou
that during these meetings individuals got vehement and expressed
thelir views very, very strongly, and if they were in opposition
to somebody else's views, they would very often express them more

strongly. In other words, there was an atmosphere of advocacy
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prevailing. However, I can't recall = single case that this was
pursued with 111 will. Wwhen the meetings were over we would talk
ampng ourselves, about that "dumb bastard® or sgmething like that,
you know. But I don't recall any basic ill will that exictad.
There wa= a general feeling, it was general and nothing that
deserves special attention, and T comment on it not with the view
of attracting spercial attention, but there was a general feeling

that Montgomery was unnecessarily conservative and at times timid.

BURG: Had he =mat in on any of the meetings that yvou attended?

QUESADA: Oh, a lot, oh sure. And he would convey to several of
us, including me, that there was a natural tendency to be timid.
He scemed to demand a guarantee from freedom of German air attack,
25 4n example. And our view was, at least mine, but views more
important than my own, iz nobody can gquarantee freedom. We will
do the best we can and that would be plenty good, and we were

caonfident that we could keep the Germans off +heir back.

SURG: General, did he seem to draw that timidity from a time in
the western desert when the German air force there in North Africas

had been abkle to hit him pretty hard?

WUESADA: I am sure his reactions were borne of experience, ves.
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BURG: T jumt wondered if pe had ever grabbed voy by the tie apg
said, “Nouw listen, damn it, when T counted pn the FAF at B Alamein

Or scmeplace #lse, they dig ot fome through for me, =2

QUESADA: pHe Would comment Something Jike that, bout nobody minded.
It was give and take. There wag 5 fellow that would atteng g let
of these Mmeetings whose NAME Wae “Mary Coningham, ang he was 3
Very, very fipe airman, parti:ularly tactical airman, with ap
abundance of GXpErience. And he Knew Montgomery like the back arf
his hand, ang he ang Montgomery wania aften get into, ar sometimes
98t into a olagh such as you described. And we 2lwayve had a

tendency +gq rally t+n Coningham's side and not Muntgnmery's.

BURG: He wasg FAF and 1 believe thas he took PVEr from a manp T hawve
mentioned tg you, Ray Collishaw. Collishaw hag been a First Worldg
War fighter Pilat of Seventy victories in the Westepn Freont,

“anadian by the wa¥, and Collishaw originally was sat there in the

CeSeY tmue

QUESADA - —=1i7 Africa, that's Correct—o-

BURG - =-That's right, and Ehen 1 belisve i+ isg Coningham whe

takes gyer aftey Collishaw Lesft
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QUESADA: That's correct and Coningham brought sensze to the tactical

air war in Africa. A Very capable guy,

BURG: Brought sense?

QUESADA: He brought sense to iy,

BURG: In the way air was employed against ground targets,

QUESADA: That's correct. "Mary" Coningham hated me for a while

in Africa.

BURG: He d4didz?

QUESADA: Whew! God, and we got te be the best of friends.

BURG: Well, I wonder if yeu may not have mentioned that to me in

@n earlier interview.

WUESADA: 0Oh, my, he use to hate me, God, he use to hate me, and
we got to be the best of friends, wWe genuinely liked each other

as pecple.

BURG: TIs Coningham stil] alive, sir?

WUESADA: No, he was killed in India, T think, as was

Leigh Mallory: both were killed,
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EURG: S0 by the time you were at COSSAD planning, Ceningham has

been 2 friend of yours for what amounts to perhaps a year,

QUESADA: Ch, Coningham was killed wel]l after the war, T think
three or four years after the war, and our friendship continued

all along.

BURG: Right, then it is more likely in these cossac planning
sessions for Coningham to tangle with Montgomery since he had had

to cope with him?

QUESADA: That's correct. BAnd he would also tangle with the

American army commanders, too.

BURG: Ceoningham would?

QUESADA: 0Oh, ves, on their timidity in respect to having
confidence in what the air could do. And this timidity was born
of a natural desire of the ground forces to have an over stadia,
to have the tactical air forces as an adijunct to their own
artillery, you see, and boamb everything directly in front of them.
Whereas it was our school of thought that we were best serving the
army and best serving the invasion by keeping the German air force
from getting to the battlefront and keeping the German air force

from having the means with which to fight the war whan thevy 4ia
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get to the battlefront,

BURG: 5o the ground view would be: if a sguad gets pinned down
they would just love to call in 45 P-51s with 500 pound bomhs to

take care of that machine gun.

QUESADA: Absolutely. MNow that is overstating it but not much.
Arnd that was where the Arguments would cccur. Whereas our view
was that we were serving the invasion, and hence the army, best
by making the foreces in opposition to the army, German forces,

weak and which we did with great success I might add.

BURG: MNow, did vou come as the ground forces advanced--getting
away from COSSAC again briefly--did ¥You come more te the ground
force point of view, or eould T pat it another way, did the
ground forces sort of draw vou more and mare intoe that tactiecal
role immediately in front of them, the strafing, the bombing,

rocket—-=,

QUESADA: Well, as the war went on we did more of the clese
support. And this iz born in the fact that we developed technigues

with which teo do it.

BURG: Do it accurately?
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QUEEADLA: To do it accurately and constructively. Eut in the
final analyesis one of the reasans we put more of our effort on
close support is because there was no German alr force ta fight.
The German army was immobolized, so there was more of eur forece

available for that.

BURG: Right. Now, you have said that Montgomery was present
it =some of these COSSAC meestinge which you attended, and the

implication would be that we might expect to find Eradley--

QUESADA: Oh, definitely, definitely,

BURG: —=there too. And perhaps others, Collins, maybe some

of thse mep=-

QUEEADA: BSometimes Collins.

BUREZ: All right, let me agk You if T have not done sa before,
I think we have a part of your assessment of Montgomery from

vour point of view as you saw him, veour perception af him.
k B X k B

QUESADA: It was a parochial point of view,

BURG: Precisely, and you saw there some evidence af timidity
and a desire to have everything lined up and ready te go with as

many guarantees and sealed contracts as he could have,
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QUESADA: Well put.

BURG: How about Bradlev?

QUESADA: Pifferent. Bradley's personality was different from
Montgomery's, Bradley was an infantryman to the marrow of his

bones. He was a very, very stable guy. He didn't possess the

view that the infantry would fight the war without casualty.

He knew that he was in 3 war and that they would have te fight,
and they would have to fight the German army, and probably have
to fight wvnder conditions where the German air force was sither
present or effective. A&nd he wanted to be prepared for it.
Naturally, he wanted as little German air force interference as
pessible, and he was more inclined to rely on us to be akle to do
what we said we would do or could do, His personality was more

inclined to express coniidence than te express doubt.

BURG: That was the thing that I was going tao ask of vou, if yvon
coeuld compare these two army commanders—-—Montgomery and EBradley,
I wanted to know which of the two, again in your own perscnal
estimation, seemed to have the best grasp of what air power could
do for them. Which of the two men secemed to be most at home with
airmen and the thinking of airmen with regard te these problems,

In a way, I suppose I am asking which of the two is closer to a
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modern genseral, 3 man fully aware of ground, air, naval support

etwsen the twa men?

QUESADA: T am at a lost +o try to draw a distinction between the
two becavse in the case of Mantgomery he had witnessed what the
Serman air foree could do and did do, but he also witnessed what
"Mary" Coningham did for him in Africa, 1 think, he wasz aware

that "Mary" Coningham and his tactieal air forces 10 Africa made

a tremendous contribution to Montgomary's sweep across North Africa.
How, Bradley had not been subjected to that experience because the
limit of his experience or the apogee of his experience was as 3
corps commander in Sicily. And there was practically no opposition
from the air there. 8o it's a hard8--T don't think I can answer

that guestion with any useful PUTrpoSe.

BURG: Maybe the two men cannot really be comparsd, at least by

you under the conditions that I set ferth,

QUEEADA: MNo, I can't.

BUORG: All right, do vou remember any other personalities at these
COSSAC planning sessions of this sort who stand out in your mind,
who might stand out in your mind because of sheer grasp of the

issues, brilliance of mind, ar they may stand out in your mind as
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being stuffy "harses' asses", who completely "turned vou off" to
MSe the modern phrase. We have talked about Bradley, abput
Montgomery, Leigh Mallory was there, any others whe stand out in

any aspect?

QUESADZ: Yes, louie fLewis] Brereton, Lonie Brereton is an oidg
long-standing air force t¥pe in the serviece much longer than 1

wWas in it. He was somewhat older, and Louie Brereton had many
detractore and had many supporters. ITouie Brereton was a rather
flambovant type., He was rather fond of the high 1ife. and at
these meetings he would make his presence known by an extra-
ordinary confidence in what the air foreces could do. He Was
convinced that the battie ares would be isolated. He was convinced
that we eould gain Supremacy in the air, and he weuld be capable

of expressing these views.

Lewis Brereton's personal 1ife perbaps had some effect on how
Etrong his view and how much impact hie views had. T don't mean
to say his personal 1ife was anything unattractive because |t
wasn't, but the fact remains that he did not have the persuasion
that Leigh Mallory had and that Bradley had and that Spaatz had.
Those men, by their personalities, were much mare persuasive, but

Louie Brereton was at times much more right.
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BURG: Ypu were saying that Ererston had the facility of being

right, though not always ae persuasive in his manner.

{Interruption)

QUESADA: A tendency to be abrasive. People who are right often

L e al

BURG: So, in those sessicnsg he iz one who stands out in wvour

mind,

QUESADA: No, he doesn't stand out, no.

BURG: He is just one who was there and on many occasions-—-

QUESADA: The fellow who stands out actually is Leigh Mallory.

He stands out.

BURE: 0Ohl, he doesg?

QUESADA: 0Oh, ves. He would be the Gominant airman at these

meatings.

BURG: Not, I gather not necessarily because of his rank which
was pretty high in the Royal Air Force but because of his

knowledge?
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QUESADA: His knowledge and his personality.

BURG: Let me ack you about that personality then. What did he

have going for him?

QUESADA: He had a dominating personality. He had one of thasge
British personalities that sort of takes cver, Now I am saying
this with admiration, because T like people with strong

personalities. Leigh Mallory 8id have a strong personality, and

his perscnality was one that in a group would dominats,

BURG: Based on his intellectual guality--

QUESADA: Intellectual gualities and his manner. He w3 S an
extrovert, he was assertive, he was not timid, he spoke well,

very well, very artienlate. And he was not disinclined to speak up.

BURG: And wag he generally right, as vou have suggested that

Brereton often wasfs

QUESADA: He was often right, but not generally right, drawing the
distinction with what I said about Brereton. He was——looking at

1t in retrospect and having the benefit of experisance in history--
he didn't have as much confidence in what the air forces could da

as history justified.
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BURZ: Yes, I se=s. This =seemz to have been borne gut in ths
earlier situation where he and Lord [Hugh] Dowding clashed during
the Battle of Britain with respect to the handling of their two

QYOUpSs.

QUESADA: That's correct. Right.

BURG: I have used up the time that I begged from you.

{Intarruption)

QUESADRA: I would urge vou to examine what was the command
structure, to what deyree were the tactical air forces subject to
the command of the army ground forees, and to what degree could
the airmen of Russia exercise command of their forces in response
to their own knowledge of what their forces could do rather than

in responae to what the army teld them to do.

BURG: So it iz a guestion of does [Geeorgiil Konstantinovich]
Zzhukov, [General Vasili] Chuikev, [Marshal Eonstantin] Rokossaveky,
are these men whoe command fronts, are they also absolutely in
command of the air regiments, the Russian air regiments and air
divisions attached to their front, or are those air divisions

separate entities?
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QUESADA: But T would go further than that., I would go--was there
a8 command jurisdiction, command jurisdiction between corps and
divisions and to air uwnits. Did corps command air units and 4did

divisians oommand air units.

RURG: Much as they would perhaps command armored troops, so that
they could employ them within the corps boundaries and with no
guestion abhout the airmen making separate decisions at all. We

need 25 Sturmpoviks at that point.

QUESADA: And to what degree 4id the army--T can understand why a
front commander might have under him an air force, army and naval
command, but if thev're going to disperse that principle and have
it down to the last battalion commands the last airplane, that is
the difference hetwesn--you see pur army to this day seeks that

philosonhy.

BURZ: E+ill zeeks it, well, that's an old ohilosophy.

QUESADA: And they still seek it. And we were successful in
resisting it and overcoming it. New, I would urge you to make

that inguiry inte the Euszian.

BURG: &1l right.
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QUESADA: Have you read Barbarossa?

BURG: Yes, I have, ves.

QUESADA: Marvelous book.

BURG: Right.




P .

This interviey is being taped with General Quesada in General
Quesada's office in Washington, 0.C.. January 31, 1375, Present
for the interview, Dr. Burg ang General puesads.

#ttended, apg ¥ou had talked about some of the strong Personalities
Present in thozse meetings, Certainly General Breretopn was one

we discussed: ALr Marshal Leigh Mallory was another one that we

had dizcusseq. T believe that these people, aside fropm Bradley

and Montgomery whose views with Tegards to gir PoOwWer you'we
di;cusseﬂ, I think thosge Were the major People that we talkegd
abogut. 1 yas going to zsk You, before MOVing on, whether there

W3S anyone else that stands cut in YOur mind from these COSSAC-—
GEN. QUESADA- Mary Coningham.

DR. BURG: Yes, wa discussed him. You had met him in North Africa

and--not ton pl@asantly at first ang then--
GEH, QUESADA - ¥Yeg,
ER. BURG: =-things had Straightened out later on,

GEN. QUEsSADA: T can't recgll any specific other names. There

Were some, of CoOuUrse.,
DR. BURG: Yeah, I think that Probakly we--

GEN. QUESADA:- Broadhursgt was one,

DR. BURG: rThis would be Harry Broadhurst,
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DUESADA:  AiT Vice Marshal Broadhurst,

BURG: air vice marshal. T don't recall what his work was--1

don't=-

QUESADA: He was basically the equivalent of me in the British

Royal Air Foree on the other side of the

BURG: Oh, really.

QUESADA: Yes,

BURG: Now would his aircraft have then been the Typhcons and the

Tempests—-
QUESADA: Right. That's correct,

BURG: =-this kind of thing. Let me ask—I'm glad you thought of
that name because it would never have occurred to me, EBroadhurst

was also present at COSsac meetingg?
QUESADA: Occasionally, not very often.
BURG: Mot as much as vou?

QUESADA:  No.

BURG: Why would that hbe?

QUESADA: Eecause the British had aAir Marshal Coningham, whe was

very knowledgeable in the tactical ailr role,

BURG: This woulg be "Mary".



Gen. Elwood Quesada, 1/31/75, interview i Page 115

QUESADA: That'se corract.

BURG: Right. I see.

WUESADA:  And the Americans didn'+ have any equivalent of "Ma gy

Coningham in the knowledge of the role of the tactical air forces.

EURG: I gee. &n Broadhurst didn'+ get there as often--

QUESADA: He didn't get there wvery often.

BURG: =--as vou would have, You, yourself, had conversations with

Eroadhurst from time to time?

QUESADA: From time to time, ves. Not often but occasionally,

BURG: When yvou did converse with him, what was the general tepic

of conversation that vou might follow?

QUEEARDA: The legitimacy of the role that we were asked to perform,
our ability to perform it, and how we would perform it. And he was
alwaye, at least in my opinion, very, very, knowledgeabkle in the
role. And he had a great faculty towards candor, and I found him

Very, very invigorating and cooperative and sympathetic.

BURG: Were there any problems that arose for ¥ou that you ever took

to Broadhurst to get an opinion from him?

QUESADA: Yes, many. But I can't recall them specifically. They
weren't significant problems. T would often lean on him to be

frank about it, o extract from him hie attitude toward certain
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things. And he was always a very reliable guy. He was a doer.

He was not Particularly a planner.

BURG: I see.

QUESADA:  And the Planners would often come +o him to get the

attitude of the doer.

BURG: I see,

QDESADA: The planners very often, or sometimes, deal in, avoid

reality.

BURG: Right.

QUESADA: HNot necessarily with intent—-but they have a tendency
to avoid reality, and if they're good planners, they know it, and
if they're gead Flanners they try to seek reality, to put reality

te their planning.

BUORG: Yes.

WUESADA:  And Broadhurst was & very good depository of reality.

BURG: Could I say that your feeling about the Cossac planners was
that they were people generally who recognized the lack and did

seek this experience.

QUESADA:  Very, very definitely. Very definitely.
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BURG: I see. What was Broadhurst's unit called? Would he have
commanded an RAF Group? Or was it a larger formation than that

when we speak of his tactical--

QUESADA: 1 am taxing My memory but I think the name of his command
was the 2nd Tactieal--TI think it was called a Group, but I just

can't remember.

BURG: All right. That's something that the records will tell us,

QUESADA: Easily., It'sg indelible in the records,

BURG: Yes. All right. HNow his aircraft, by and large I think,
were, if not designed deliberately to the tactical role, air-to-
ground strikes and the like, certainly were guickly converted to
that reole. The Typhoon T think ceoming first, the Tempest, the
second aireraft in the series, an improvement on it. Your aireraft

had not necessarily been designed for a "tac" air rele had they?

QUESADA: HNo, our aiveraft, particularly the Mustang and the
LightRing were designed for air-to-air combat, and the air-to-
ground was an adaptation. The P=47, it was also designed primarily
to air-to-air combat, and it was converted to the air-to-ground role.
There was a definite and deliberate effort on the part of planners
and designers hack in Washington to get as much dual capability as
possible. But, if I recall it correctly the predominent role in

their minds was air-to-air combat.
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BURG: Now were Broadhurst's men more familiar, let us say, with
air ground rocket use, 1 remember that their Tyvphoons and
Tempests carried rocket racks, and they seemed to use them guite

Frequently.

CUESADA: The British definitely emploved the rocket much more
than we did. our tendency was to go to mulitple machine gQuns.
AE an example, the 47, if T recall correctly, had four .50 calibher

machine guns?
BURG: I helieve so. Detachment points. Bombs.

QUESADA: Right. And we were on the machine gun more than the
British; and they adopted the use of the rocket. And we had a

L
tendency to hang under our wings, racks for bombs rather than racks

for rookats,

BURG: Did you ever discuss with Broadhurst the difference in thase

TP

QUESADA: I don't recall having done so. I thipnk it's probable

that we did, but I don't recall it.
BURG: So it doesn't stand out in your mind now.
UUESEADA: It doesn't stand out. in my mind, no.

BORG: Yes. T was wondering whether vou'd ever had any deep

philesophical discussions about the merits of one over the other.

QUESADA: 1 would think not. Not a deep philosophical discussion.
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We might have had a discussion, but it wWas never an issue.

BURG: Right. Now am I correct in thinking that Broadhurst's

pecple were going to be in support of 21 Army Group--
QUESADA: That's correct.

BURG: =—-and you were going to be in support of Bradley's--
QUESADA: Right,

BURG: --and then expand away from that.

QUESADA: That's correct.

BURG: So the two of you, Broadhurst and Quesada, are not going
to be working jointly on matters. That is, your aircraft are
not combining to strike at targets, but rather you're both

striking on yvour own respective fronts.
QUESADA: As a general thing that's so, definitely.
BURG: Only ccecasionally would there hbe cooperative=-

UUESADA: That's correct. During the Battle of the Bulge, the

British turned Broadhurst's command over to me.

BURG: I see, I sae,

QUUESADA: Which was a very unusual thing for anvbody to do.
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BURG: Where at that time we were turning infantry over to the

British command-—

QUESADA: Yes. They turned his whole Group over to me for cpera-

tional contral,

BURG: All right then. I1'1] come back t5 that at the proper time.
Since we've talked about COSSAC planning, and we're pow coming up
on June the 6th, I know from what vou've said in the past that
your men were being in effect, "blooded, " trained, given their
eéxperience, during this whole periocd while as we've talked about

COSSAC planning---—

DUESADA: Right.

BURG: We've spoken, for example, of missions to Kiel and ather
places where they got their experience, missions into France--as
Wwe come up closer to June in 1944, were your men gradually turned
to assignments in France, somewhere in the vicinity of the
invasion beaches? Or were your missions still varied and flown

inte Germany and into other areas of——

QUESADA: There was a definite trend there. As our groups weould

arrive from the United States, they would almost inwvariably be
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Put to escorting the B=17s5, or the strategie bombers. And that
wWas almost to the exclusion of all other roles. They had, the
groups that were sent over for my command, a greater range than
the fighters that the 8th Fighter Command had, as a general state-
ment. And so my units were escorting the hombers at the deepest

Part of the penetrations.

BURG: That interests me, General. Had ¥your aircraft a greater
range because it might be necessary for them, as= the expressian
went at the time I think, to form cab ranks and to circle, burning

up gasoline, waiting for targets or--

WUESADA: There's @ simple reason, They were P-5ls. See thee-

BURs: And the Eighth did not Have the P=51s.

QUESADA: The Eighth didn't. wWe got the first P-S5ls. And the
F=>l= had a much greater range than the 473 and the p-18s that

the Bth Fighter Command had.

BURG: I saa,

WUESADA: And the P-51s had the big tank, 70 gallon tank installed
behind the cockpit seat. and it could carry the wing tanks, and

it had a significantly greater range. Now, as time went on, there
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was & transfer of P-51 equipped units to the Eighth and a transfer
of P-47 units to the HNinth, because of this point that T was
raising. And some of the units that the Bth Fighter Command had

were in fact equipped with F-51s because they had the longer range,

BURG: &o they took some units from Yyou and put them in the 8Sth

Fighter and gave You——

QUESADA: That's correct,

BURG: ==47 units out of the Eighth.

QUESADA: Yes.

BURG: This was not an exchange of aireraft--pardon me for asking

this—-not just an exchange--

QUESADA: As a general rule not. As & general rule it was an

exchange of groups.

BURG: Yes. Pilots and all.

QUESADA: Right. Everything.

BURG: Yes. And the men they were getting were experienced, both
in the escort role, and to some extent trained for the ground

attack role--
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QUESEADA: And another way this was accomplished, Group number
So-and-so arriving from the United States that was destined and
planned to ke in the Ninth and equipped with P-51s wag in fact
assigned to the Eighth when it got there. And groups that were
destined to be assigned to the Eighth, equipped with P-47s when
they got to Europe were assigned to me. So some of this transfer

took place before the units got to Europe.

BURG: HNow did that create special problems for you?

QUESADNR: Mo,

BURG: You could azsimilate 8th air Force types and yvou could

assimilate P-47 groups coming out of the States?

UUESADA: Easily, EBasily.

BURG: And you had training, training syllabi set up and the

whole routine——

QUESADR: Moet of the training had already been done in the

United States,

BIURG: 0Oh, even before they got over, they had been trained for

air-te—ground--
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QUESADA: HNo, practically none of them had been trained for air-
te—ground. The whole concept of training in the United States

for all of the units was Air-to-air combat.

BURG: I see, 1In retrospect does that seem a reasonable way to

have done 1it?

WUESADA: In back-sight, which is very, very good--

BURG: Yes, 100 percent, ves,

UUESADA: =-it would have been better had it been otherwise. But
I think in all fairness, the training activity in the United States
logically assumed that the German air force would not be as
defeated as 1t was by D-Day. There was a tremendpus fear on the
part of all, the ground forces and the air forces, that the great
chstacle to a successful landing in Normandy would be the German
air force. And so T can't fault, except in hindsight, the concept
that our fighters had to assume the role of gaining air superiority
by air-to-air combat.

Now as it turned out, the Roval air forces and our air forces
defeated the German air force before L-Day. &And we defeated them
by making them come join in air—-to—air combat during our deep

penetrations of the strategic bhombers into Germany. See that's
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where we defeated the German ajr force, in air-to-air combat, was
during the deep penetrations of the bombers intn Germany. They
nad to come up, they just couldn 't sit thers idly--and twiddie
their thumbs while the B-175 wera Just dﬂstrﬂying the German
industry. So they had to Come up for air-to-air combat, and we
had a2 tremendous force to taxe along, and did take aleng. And
the P-51 was 3 better airplane than any of them had, than any

German airplane. and i+ destroved them in great numbara

BURG: &And you were sucking them up, I assume, from fields in

France, too——

QUESADA: Fields in France and Germany——

BURG: ——as well as Cermany, yes,

CQUESADA: And mostly in Germany. Aand it ig there that the Cerman
31r force was, in faect, defeated. And when it came time for the
invasion to take place, where everyhbody anticipated, almast Evary_
body, T don't know of anybody and certainly including myself that
didn't think that when the invagion tonk place, the real role of
the 2merican and British afr forces would bhe to maintain air
superiority over the beachea, and we assumed that it would ke

contested, The facts are that ais skperiority all pver Europe had
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been achieved prior ta the landing in Normandy. There was practi-
cally no contest for the air over the beaches in Normandy, There
was no German air force to show up, They were Gestroved. And

when they, the little bit that did show up, we just shot'em down.

BURG: Yes. I would assume we were there with gaggles of aircraft—-

QUESADA: That's correct,

BURG: ~«that couldn't ba penetrated,

QUESADA: And we had a tremendous amount of airplanes. The Eighth
Air Porece airplanes were put over the beaches with the view of
maintaining the air superiority. And they were disappointed that
it wasn't challenged. Whereas my fighter-bombers were then fread
to engage in the tactical role, to help the invasion get started
on land. Whereas it was anticipated, see a year bafore, that all
the airplanesg, including ours, being the Winth, would have o
participate in the maintenance of air superiority over the battle-

Field.

BURG: Right, All right, I see that, Can I suggest to vou that
it might be correct to gay: If our pilets are trzined in Fhe

States for air-to-air combat 82 that they had that skill, that
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capacity, then it was not difficult-—in a relative SENSE--not
difficult to convert them to this particular skill of air-to-ground
strikes., And they can fall back on their air—ta-air combat skills,
it they get inta any difficulties, Then, in other words, that is

2 better systém——train for air-to-air and then convert them for

air-to-ground than it would be to have thenm dir-to-ground trainoed--

QUESADA:  Than Vice-vaerss?

BURG: vYes,

QUESADA: Tt would be easier. oOne of the real problems we had
which I have to Eay Was relatively minor, was the psychological

prokblem,

BURG: Oh?

QUESADA: The voung American who is in the Air Force likes the

idea of shooting another airplane dewn and being responsible for it

BURG; I sem, Yes,

QUESADA: o the fighter pilot that is tha ultimate abjective.

That's what he thinks he's there for.

BURG: And is imbued with that idea_—
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BURG: ==by the Rir Porce, itself,

QUESADA: ——by the Air Forece Ltself and by our spirit ang by what
he reads. He thinks that the fighter pilet is there to shoot
another fighter pilot dewn. You sea. And that's as it should be,

So it is true that some of these units would come gver hers

dnticipating engaging the German air force in mertal air combat.
And when their role was changed to the tactiecal role, there isn't
the slightest doubt that many were disappointed. And would rather
have been engaged in a tactical role that was air=-to-air combat,
which is the thing that they looked forward te. And we had to get
through that. &And there was a little bit of a problem. Some of
the guys wanted to stay in the Bth Air Force sa they could engage
in air-te-air combat,

However, as it turned out, soon after they got a taste of
this air-te-ground combat and when they could see how effective
they were, in other words--knock a bridue down--that‘s 7 pretty
effective thing for a 27 vear old boy to see. They would take an
a column of tanks and just have one blew up right in front of the
other, you see. They got just as imbued with the idea of air-to-

ground as air-to-air.

BURG: And I believe vou tpld me on a previous interview, which
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would be another factor T suppose te consider, that your instructions
to them were, if they saw German aircraft, German Eighter aircraft

in the area, they'd drop everything they had and went for it.

QUESADA: 0Oh, absolutely. Because this Was a continuation of the
legic that you could only ke successful in the tactical role if
you have a degree of air superiority. So anyvtime there was a

German airplane about, that became the target.

BURZ: Which would help their morale too, knowing that they were

free to do that—-—

WUESADA: Tremendously, that's right.

BURG: =-2nd could de it.

UUESADA: 2and that made the other, by engaging in air-to-air combat
whenever the opportunity arecse, and if it's done with success,
which is usually the case, that makes the air-to-ground combat

easier, when you're less harrassed by the German air force.

BURG: Yesz,

QUESADA: And towards the last, when T say the last T mean before
the actual invasion, the skill of the German air force pilot was

not very good. MNoticeably—-
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BURG: By then the highly trained men were gone,

QUESADA ; 2h, it was Very, very noticeable, Vary,

BURG: That had dotually changed perhaps while you were hack in

England, during = period of mayvbe six months or s50.

QUESADA: That changed during that period before the invasion—-
that period when the strategic bombers were going into Germany,
deep into Germany, and the Bth Adir Force fighters and the 9th

Alr Force fighters were going with them and &ngaging in air combat,
Which was a hattle wa wWon., And as we won the battle, our super—

iority in skill, not only in numbers, began to show itself.

ElIRG: wps,

QUESADA - Demonstrate itself.

BURG: Their's was clearly declining--

QUESADA: Their's was declining and cur's was going Rp,

BURG: Right. Right.

QUESADA: The relative ratioc was changing,

BURG: HNow I wanted, also, te ask ¥You General: pDuring this pericd,
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45 We come up on June of 1844, were there ever ocrpasions where
General Eisephower spoke to you either by yourself or several of
you connected with %th Tad, with respect to what was coming up an

the invasion.

QUEEADA: Yes, he would make hie Periodiec visits areund to the
various commands, and we would show him the eguipment. He would
be fascinated by it. He was fascinated by one particular thing—-

fquite fascinated. Radar had always been used zs a warning device,

BURG: ves,

QUESADA: Here they come! You see, And the British used it in
that role with great SuCoess,

The Americans developad a radar which wWag 8 warning deviesa
radar called the MEW, Microwave Barly Warning. By ite name it
W3S a warning device, And it was a3 VErY, very good radar eguipment,
And we were to get, T think, three sets of MEW eduipment. and one
of them was actually installed down on the south coast of England.
If I recall correctly, near the Isle of Wight. And I was there
one day looking at it, becanse it had fascinated me, too, and the
controller noticed some returning B-17s over Cherbourg. And I
think there were about six of them and the guestion was., What in

the hell are they doing over Cherbourg? fThat's not their route
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home. It's far frem the route hoeme. And it became clear that
they were lost, They didn't really know whers they were, So we
were able to listen to them talking to themselves by switching
the freguencies, and it became clear that they were lost. So T
instructed our guys to Put some crystals in our transmitters that

Wwere the same crystals that they were talking to themselves on--

BURG: Give vou the same frequency.

QUESADA: —-same Irequency. So we then told them that wa knew
they were over Cherbourg and we would guide them home. and we did.
We just improvised right there and then. And we guided them home.
Now, if you'll trv to visualize, what they had a tendency to do
Was to turn left, and had they done so they would have gane deeper

down into France and could never have gotten home.

BURG: Why would there he 3 tendoency to turn left?

QUESADA: Because they thought by turning right would take them

into the North Sea, east of England.

BURG: Oh, they thought they were much further 1 e

QUESADA: That's right,



Gen. Elwood Quesada, 1/31/75, interview &4 Page 133

BURG: --along that coast, the North Sea Coast, 1 gega. I sea,

QUESADA: So we browght them home.

BURG: Now had vou identified them as our bombers thraugh IFF

[Identification Friend or Foe radar] ar--

QUESADA: No. No. Jnst by their--

BURG: &Size of the blip?

UUESADA: Just by hearing them talk and the size of the blip, and

we knew that our B-17= wers then coming homa,

BURG: Now was Eisenhower there——

QUESADA: At the station?

BURG: ——at the station at that time,

QUESADA: No. o 4

BURG: EBut this is a deviece that very much interested him.,

QUESADA: Very much interested him, particularly since we turned
it from the passive role of warning to the active role. We turned

it around and uwsed that to eontrol our fighters,
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BURG: Not "Here they come!", but "There they are!",

QUEEADA: There they are.

BUOEG: Yos,

QUESADA: 5o we took these eguipments over to Europe with us, over
to the continent and use it in an offensive role rather than a

defensive role,

BURG: Yes. And that fascinated him before you ever—

QUESADA: 0Oh, it fascinated, yes——

BURG: -—--toock it over there,

QUESADA: ~-because he didn't guite understand what radar was, and
he was fascinated by the idea that this warning device would be
turned around and used as an offensive instrument to fight the

German army and the German air force in their country.

BURG: Right. I see.

QUESADA: And that's in itself a story, How it was done.

EURG: HNow did he ever indicate te you any particular worries that

he had that he was counting on you to protect him from? Proteet
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This men from?

UUESADA: T deon't think he was ever personal in that respect, no.
I think he was terribly anxious and was guite pleased by the
relationship that existed between Bradley and ourselves. By
nature, Eisenhower was a person who was inclined to copperate and
he wanted others to cooperate. He was well aware and made it
erystal ¢lear to evervbopdy that if we, the Eervices, are going to
fighkt among themselves and we, as nationalities, are going to
fight among themselves or even argue, our effectiveness is going
to be very severely diminished. And without becoming a school
teacher lecturer, he made it clear that he wanted avervbhbody te
cooperate with everybody and try and avoid the parcchial attitude
that ia knee deep in all the services. You know the services

aren’'t immune from being parachial.

BURG: OFf course.

QUESADA: Yes, they're parochizl as hell.

BURG: TIndeed. And perhaps a greater problem in earlier days than

it i=s now.

QUESADA: Yes. And he was rather pleased, and T den't think it's
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uniair or an exaggeration to Say that he was pleased with the

relations that existed between Bradley and curselves.

BURG: Now let me ask you: If he were coming to your station,
Jour own headguarters, as he did; could I ask ¥ou the simple and
homely questions about hew did ¥ou fipd out he was coming and how
did he show uvp and to what degree did vou have to "put on the deg"
for him, or what was the nature of his routing when he would come

to your cutfit and take a look around?

QUESADA: Well, I'm afraid in answering that we'ra oing to reveal
C g :

my own personality more than is dppropriate. [Laughter]

BURG: I don't know about that,

QUESADA: OFf courte, as a general rule, not in evary case, we

would be advised that he was coming.

BURG: Who would ist ¥ou know, General? Would vou get that call

Erom——

UUESADA: Usually from his office and certainly from Brereton.
But sometimes his aide would call and say such and such; he wants
to make sure the telephone's available, things like that. But as

a rule it would come frem Brereton that General Eisenhower is going
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to visit your headguiarters or one of YOUr——,

[Interruptiaon]

QUESADA: So I took the attitude that he didn't want to come down
to Middle Wallop [a fighter station on the east edge of the
Salisbury Plain], as an example, and see gur officer's mess and

the boring things that are his neormal routine,

BURG: Precisely. Yes.

QUESADA: Sp I had a tendency to show him our spartan side. Go
out into pur woods where we actually had the egquipment. See, when
we Were in England I always took the attitude that we must conduct

ourselves and behave as if we were on the Continent.

BURG: ©Oh, so vou're in a combat-ready state, in effect,

QUESADA: Combat—-well we were in combhat==

BURZ: Yes, of course vou were.
¥

QUESADA: -—-while in England. But T didn't want our pecple to be
in chateaus in England. I wanted them te be in their marguis tents
and & spartan atmosphere or environmens that they would necessarily

have to adopt on the Continent. We were there temporarily and so
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I would make it a point, and a deliberate Foint to be frank about
it, to always display to Eisenhower the type of spartan life that
Wwe were adopting, not with any motive——T didn't want to impress

him, T just wanted to make him see what we were in fact doing,

BURG: 5o you take him out te areas where your zircraft are dispersed.

QUESADA: Dispersed,

BURG: As though you were on the Continent ande-

QUESADA: That's correct. And living a rather spartan life. To
get back to this radar thing, I remember that guite wividly. That
was back in a weods all camouflaged and in tents, and in fact

exactly a2s they had to live on the Continent, constantly meving.

BURG: 5o even more spartan than the Cuonset hut—--

QUESADA: Oh, ves. ¥

BURG: --you're down to the basics of a field unit.

QUESADA: Sure. That's corraect.,

BURG: And he seemed to appreciate geeing your life under those

ronditions.
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QUESADA: I think he noticed it, Yes. T think he did notice it.

BURG: He never kidded you about it,

QUESADA: %o, T don't think ha ever teased me, no.

BURG: Sesing what You were doing perhaps.

QUESADA: I think he was aware of it and alsp pleased by it.

BURG: ¥Yesg, Yas,

QUESADA: See he was infantryman. And by history the infantryman

leads a spartan 1life.

BURG: ©Oh indeed he doss.

QUESADA: Yes he does. He leads a helluva 11fe.

BURG: Yes, there's no hot bath at the and of the day,

QUESADA: In combat he leads a helluva life. T don't know how
they got ‘em to fight. But nevertheless we tried to create that
atmosphere while on the Continent, sc we didn't want to get too
comfortable, We deliberately avoided too much comfort. We evean
aveided the tendency to use the British telephone system, We

would lay our own lines and we'd use our eguipment. We didn't
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keep our egquipment in storage.

BURG: 5o you knew it worked because you'd been using it before

You ever took it over.

QUESADA: We made it work.

BURG: Yes, right, right. How long would a visis af his usually

last?

QUESADA: & day.

BURG: He would come down parhaps in the morning and stay the day

with vou--

QUESADA: Yes,

BURG: --and come back. Now as veu know, he had been taught to
fly knew how to fly, had a pilot's license, Did you notice the
effect of that? fThat is, 4id he seem as knowledgeabkle as pther

general aofficers or more knowledgeable perhaps than--

QUESADA: By taxing my memory, T would say that it's fair to say
that he was more inguisitive than most. Now vou say he was a

pilet, you know he was a kind of a half-asasaed pilot.
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BURG: Oh, of course, yes. Lefty Parker has told me that,

[Laughter]

UUESADA: Yes., Kind of a light airplane type pilot.

BURG: Yes.

QUESADA: Really and I think he was fascinated by what was then a
rather complex machine. See the P=51 wasg quite an airplane; today

it's a relic. You see. But at the time he was fascinated . i

BURG: Yes. Yes, Now did he ever ask you for a flight? HNow I
realize that there were seme P-5ls, for example, that were rigged
up 50 that they could carry twe., Did he ever hint around or try

to get someone to take him vp in--7

QUESADA: Not only hint around, but he did i

BURG: Well, T had a feeling——

QUESADA: In Normandy.

BURG: Yes,

QUESADA: And that was just a gueer circumstance. He came over to
Normandy, and he was meeting with Bradley and Hodges and all the

principal commanders. And I had to leave the meating was over,
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nevertheless I didn't hang arcund just for idle chit—chat becaunse
I had already arranged to go down to one of cur groups to g9 on a
fighter mission. And he, as I was leaving, =said, "How ahout
letting me go down with you." S0 we were in my jeep and on the
way down he says, "What are vyou going to do when you get herez"

I said, "I'm going on a mission. Would vou like to go along?"
And he said, "Sure. Can vou take me?", with somewhat, what now
could be classified as boyish enthusiasm. So T arranged gquickly
for the one and only P-51 in which the tank had baen taken out

from behind the cockpit.

BURG: That 70 gallon tank.

QUESADA: That 70 gallon tank. And there was a seat in there and
o we stuffed General Eisenhower in that seat and econducited a
mission off of a very, very crude airstrip that was still under

construction. I remember the mat had just been laid, its Ffull

I"r‘él

length had not been extended, you had to touch down within a

jil]

feet of the end, otherwise you'd go over the end: and it was

very, very crude strip under construction. Mud all asver the place,

BURG: You were the one who flew him,

QUESADA: Yes,
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BURG: Were vou also leader of that mission.

QUESADA: Yes,

BURG: Now let me ask ¥You this: Did it bother vou that yvou've got
the Supreme Commander stuck in there behind vou, T prasume in a
parachute, and with very little chance, I would guess, to get out

of that bloody thing if anything went wrong?

QUESADA: No. We discussed this, and I told him that he'd have a
hard time eclimbing out: that he Cossn't have to worry about
climbing out, If it'®m necessary, which it will not be, I'll just

turn the airplane upside down and he'll fall aut.

BURG: You both would, or would you stay in it strapped down until

he got put and then vou'd go out,

QUESADA: Well, T didn't 90 into that, but T knew T could dump

him out,

BURG: Y¥ou could?

QUESADA: Just by turning over on my Back and he would fall out.

BURG: Were you under that single canopy——

QUESADA: Yes, Yes. I could take it off. FKnock the cancpy off.
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BURG: I =see, HNow was this an dir-to-ground strike that You——

QUESADA: No, the intent was to go down to Paris. This was riaht
after the German air force had moved inte the clutch of airdromes
around Parie. About the second day. We knew that they had moved
inte Paris, and we were slaughtering them. And the ides of this
mission was te go down to Paris and engage them in a fight. But
once we had Eisenhower in the Flight, we decided--1 decided not

to go to Paris. It would have heen an unreascnable risk to subject

him to, and T knew T'd catch hell,

BURG: You tpld your pilets this privately. That is you—-

QUESADA: T told them, just follow me.

BUREE: Oh, I zca.

QUESADA: A&And which they did.

BURG: Yes. Later on, I presume, that when they talked with vou,——

QUESADA: They saw what happenad. They aren't dumbbella. And I
Was hoping that we might get into a fight up around Avranches or

someplace like that.

BURG: You were hoping you'd get inte a fight?
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QUESADA: Oh, yes. &And have him see an dir-to-air combat,

BURG: 5See it! He'd be in the middle of it]

LUESADA: Well, I don't know what was in my mind, but I doubt Lf
1 would have permitted myself the luxury of engaging in a ajir-to-

air combat personally,

BURG: Yourself, you would have hung out of it.

QUESADA: I would have hung out of it. WNot beczuse I would want

to, but becawvse he was there, but nevertheless he would have seen it.

BURG: —-¥Your P-51 modified in that way, with that 70 gallons of
9as out of there, his weight would come nowhere near 70 gallons of

GaES.

QUESADA: No.

BURG: So your aircraft was still as light or even parhaps lighter

than these of the rtest of your flight.

CUESADA: T assure you the athers did not have fuel in their 70

gallon tank.

BURG: They didn't either?
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QUESADA: No, because that made the airplane guite unstable, 2
70 gallon tank was used to get the airplane put deep into Gormany,

and it was a very unstabkle 2irplane while that tank was full.

BURG: That helped move the cepnter of gravity of the aircraft hack,

QUESADA: Back, yes. Very unstable. We always used that flrst.

BURG: The other thing that strikes me is that had anyone hopped
¥you from behind, the path that the German bullets would have takan
would hawve been through Gensral Hisenhower and then off the seat
armor on the back of vour seat.

[Laughter]

QUEEADA: T think the seat rmor was removed,

BURG: ¢Oh, it had beenz

QUESADA: I think so. I'm not sure, but T think so.

BURG: 8o the two of vou were equal in the sight of German machine

guns.

QUESADA: My recollection is that's the rcase.

BURG: Yes, yes, To lighten up the aircraft,
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QUESADA: No, so the man could get in.

BURG: Oh, I Bseoa,

UUESADA: Tt was a tight sgueeze,

BURZ: I bet it would be, wves,

QUEEADA: I think the armor, if it had remained in its placa,

would have made it difficult for a person te squeeze back in there.

BURG: MNow I'll ask veu ancther question while T think that I know
the answer to this: There was no auxiliary contrel stick or rudder

pedals hack there with him?

QUESADA: 0Oh, no. No.

BURG: So had anything happened to vou, he would not have been able
ta have contrelled that aireraft--assuming that he could handle

anything as hot as that. How, &id he enjoy that?

QUESADA: Oocooco, he enjoyed the hell out of it!l He didn't say so,
tut I would imagine that he enjoyed the erudeness of the whole
environment. Here the engineers were working on the etrip, the
newly laid pierced plank didn't have any tar paper under it, the

touch down had to be en the exact end of the runway and the pierced
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plank had not settled, and it was rippling in front of gur wheels
88 we run down the runway. &And I think he enjoyed seeing and

experiencing himself the Spartan environment that existed.

BURG: He was at war in that different element, perhaps for the

first time in his career.

QUESADA: Yes. Well, he'd =zeen some rough going in africaz, but

here, it was not, we were not at La Guardia, [Laughter)

BURG: Yes indeed, ¥Yes, indeed.

QUESADA: Or Dulles,

BURG: Right., Forward airfield and a combat migssion.

UUESADA: A few miles from the lines, rough as hell, crude.

BURG: Did yvou, do you recall talking with him during the Flight

on ¥Your intercom system?

QUESADA: Yes,

BURG: Were vou pointing out to him your position in the air--—

QUESADA: Yes, "there's the Cherbourg Peninsula" and things like

that, definitely.
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BURG: Yes. And his responses are part of what tell you that he

was enthused about this whole thing.

WUESADA: I sensed enthusiasm. That wae my feeling.

BURG: TIt's a fascinating story, General. It really is.

WUESADA: He was human, like anybody else. You know, any full-
blooded guy would, and particularly if he'd been, through age ar
other things been, for the lack of a better term, relegated to the

regar ares.,

BURG: Yas,

WUESADA: You know, he was just like the rest of ua.

BURG: Right. The breaks had not come his way in the First wWorld
War for combat or anything else, so soemething like that wounld have

interested him,

UUESADA: ©h, I think he was thrilied by the idea of being there.

He was & saldier,

BURG: And obvicusly it did not worry you too much. You're a man

of some confidence in your own abilities ande-
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QUESADA: Didn't worry me at all.

BURG: —-you were not at all concerned.

QUESADA: 1 would worry about being imprudent, being foolish.
And I think it would have been foolish to have gone down to Faris,

which was pur intent .,

BURG: Yes., Tried to take them on aver their own ground and--

QUESADA: Right, which was pur intent.

BURG: VYem,

QUESADA: I would have been carrying this thing teo far.

BURG: All right. Let me drift back in time, just a bit, and losk
at that period in the first weok of June, roughly. What happened
Lo you personally as the day came up on you. What, simply what
Was your life like in that last day or twe? It must have been a

very dramatic moment for ¥YOou in many wavs and a part to play.

QUESADA: Looking at it in retrospect, I wasn't aware of its drama.

I really wasn't,

BURG: There was just one more stage in routina and you were prepared.
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QUESADA:  Yes. Oh, yes and admittedly we worked hard, Iong days.
And as I remember the last week, it was more personified by a
desire to make sure that everything that should be done was done,
1 was more interested in, I guess it'e fair to say, the logistics
of the problem. To keep things from keeping us from doing our
combat role because I was never worried about that. T was never
worried one minute szbout the ability of the units o do what they

should do when airborne. Didn't worry me at all,

BURG: But at first, prior teo the day on which everything's going
to occur, the matter would be being sure that armaments stores

were up with the units and sufficient fuel was up and then later

on it's the worry of--we've gotta move it all over te the Continent

and——

QUESADA: I was devoting mest of my attention to that because
that's where I thought we could get into trouble and indulge in
failure. BSee a lot of our egquipment and personnel were at the

ports pf embarkation.

BURG: Already.

QUESADA: Already. Waiting. The units that were to o owver there

the first week, were cperating off of the English airdromes as
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skeleton units and a lot of the men were in the ports of

embarkation.

BURG: That is ground crew and_—

QUESADA: Ground crew and radar aquipment and suppliss and

engineors and enginzering aquipment.

BURG: With the pilots, aireraft and a few mechanics operating off

Fnglish airdromes——

WUESADA: That's corract,

BURG: —-until they could--

WUESADA: Until they, then eventually would fly over and these men
would be waiting for them with their bombs and-~. Because there
was no use getting there unless You can go into action right away

Within an hour.
BURG: Yes. That's right,

QUESADA: and zo I was very conscious of--unless that works, the
abllity of the airplane to do his job is going to be diminished.
The bombs had to be in the port, the gasoline had to be in the

port, the ammunition had to be in the port, the certain number aof
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armor people had to know exactly where they were going to go.
They had to have their own personal map because war is confusien,
organized confusion. Every man had a map that showed him where

he shouwld go--the very spot where he should go.

BURG: And, of course, that's all laid ocut on the projected amount

of advance that i= made-—

QUESADA: That's correct,

BURG: =--if your men are going to go there D-Day plus three and

they've not advanced onte the ground——

QUESADA: We had units operating on D=Day plus three in Burope,

BURG: Yes, I would imagine.

QUESADA: And so we had to have ocur men over there. Then the
airplanes flew over, and then they would Fut new hombs--. Then
they spent that night hack at England. But the next day thay

came over and stayed,

BURG: And we didn't have the great chunk of France in cur control

ab that time,

UUESADA: Mo, I assure you that my attention and the attention
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of other responsible people was not focused on how our people
would fight. But focused on how to make it possible for them to

fight.

BlIIRG: Yes.

QUESADA:  And to make the legistics work.

BURG: MNow a= I think bhack on it, T recall-—as I know you recall-—
the disturbed atmosphere when Eisenhower indicated his desperate

need for heavy bombardment to interdict the battle ares, hold the
Germans off from the zone where we were going to strike. Did any
of that cvoncern you or was that something that Air Marshal Harris

and others of our bombardment t¥pe had to concern themselves with?

WUESADA: 0Oh, we got very much invelved in that because it was
mainly the tactical foreces that were assigned the role of knocking
the bridges down acress the Seipe and the loire, and of making the
various marshalling yards in that ares incapable of heavy movements

of rolling traffic.

BURG: Right. The railroad marsnalling vards.

QUESADA: Now the planning for that was done as COSBAC as a

general rnle, and then the execution was done by the RAF and the
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U.S. air faorces, Sc I would get more invelved in the execution.

BURG: Of course, your role was precisely that kind of work.
Whereas the Eighth and I guess the RAF——Harris' men too--were

very disturbed about being pulled off strategic bombing,

WUESADA: That's exactly right. They didn't want to remove them-
selves from the deep penetration role. And until a few days hefore
Normandy, they continued the deep penetration role. Aand the

tactical air forces assumed the isolation of the battlefield role.

EURG: Now as a high ranking air officer, can you give me vour
opinion: Was that decisien, Bizenhower's decision, that he needed
that heavy bombardment just before the invasion and for a pericd
perhaps five or six weeks after it, and pulling them off the
strateqgic role, is it your opinion that that was the correct

decision? Or would you have preferred to see them continue their—-7

QUESADA: Well, again it's a case of back-gzight.

BURG: Yes, I lknow.

CQUESADA: We were not really, when I say "we, I'm talking about

the editorial "we", the —-

BUEG: Yes,
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UUESADA: We were not really aware of how immobile the German army

was. G5ee. We only learned through history how immobile they were.

BURG: You saw them as still the blitzkrieg army of 1940--

QUESADA: I didn't. HNo.

BURG: =—-=that is, generally speaking again,--

QUESADA: Generally speaking there was, and particularly in the
ground forces and understandably so. Thev were &f the aopinion

the the German army was more mobile than it in fact was, The
ground forces were not aware of how shart of Fuel they were. They
were not aware of how short of rolling stock they were. &nd they
were not aware of how damaging it is te their equipment to have

to move several hundred miles on their awn wheasls,

BURG: &Since they couldn't put tanks on flat Carg--

QUESADA: oOn flat cars.

BURG: --they've got to run them on the roadse.

QUESADA: Right. vYes.

BURG: --and break down the treads.
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QUESADA: And they were not aware of how effective this isolatien
of the battlefield had been. HNever were, they never were, TIt's
an cccupational disease. The army, it never is, &nd to be frank
abput it, I think the Air Force, in this Casd, wag not aware of

how complete the isolation was.

BURG: I see. Would that include vou, too, that--

UWUESADA: Well, I thought they were more mobile than they turned

out to be,

BURG: How did you feel about the isoclation of the Normandy area.
Do you think now, looking back, that perhaps you were aware that

Your men hac cut that zone off from the rest of France?

QUESADA: 0Oh, ves. T was definitely aware of it,

BURG: PBecause you knew the results of strikes on the same bridges,

on the Iaire,

QUESADAR: That's right. And don't forget we had the advantage of

this sp-called Ultra information.

BURG: V¥Yes. It's just come out on that recent hook.

QUESADA: Yes, 2and vou couldn't talk about it. And not many had it.
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BURG: S50 you knew it. That data was getting to you, too.

QUESADA - Definitely,

BURG: At vour headguarters,

QGUESADA: Absolutely. And ancother thing we knew, that during the

daytime there wasn't a vehicle on the rosg.

BURG: ©Oh!

QUESADA: Now that means something.

BURG: Ah, yes, Yes, T see. Your pilots are looking far targets

on those roads and--

QUESADA: And can't find them.

BURG: —-there aren't any there to find,

QUESADA: Sa, where are they? They only can move at night. Now

that is a hazard. Right away you've accomplished something.

BURG: Yes., Yes.

QUESADA: T would shedder ta think of how mobile we would have heen

with &ll the incredible transport that we had if it was confined

to night movement and if {t had to be hidden during the day.
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BURG: Yes, precisely. How do vou get tanks and trucks off the
road and into a woods without leaving all the traces and leaving

vourselfa-

QUESADA: And you haven't got many of them if you can do it. And
that was a very tell-tale thing to me. And one day, to get that
across, and in fact, to Bradley and his staff, I had our recon—
naissance people go out and take a whole photoagraph of an ares in
front of our heachhead and take =nother Fhotograph of our beachhead
at the exact same hour. aAnd in one case wou couldn't find a
vehicle for mile after mile after mile; in the other case, you
couldn’t see the pavement on the road, because all the vehicles

were in the way.

BURG: That is our forces compared to their forces atb the same hour.

QUEZADA: Same moment .

BURG: That must have heen an impreseive thing for--

QUESADA: To me it was very impressive—-

BURG: —-General Bradlay.

WUESADA: --and I think it was to Bradley, too. 2and it was done

to make him aware of how immobile they really are. And he caught on.
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BURG: And in part that might acecount for the fact that we so

quickly, once we broke out, ocutran the projected plan of advance,

WUESADA: Oh, yes. Nothing to stop us.

BURG: Yes. Nothing there. ¥Yes, Now you personally, let us BaYy
on the night of 5 and 6 June-=through that night--you were at vour

headguarters?

QUESADA: In Uxbridge.

BURG: And yvou had been told then that & was on. That word came

down to you--

QUESADA: ©Ch, yes.

BURG: --through Brereton? Did he eall you personally?

WUESADA: T don't remember. To he frank about it, I just don't

remember,

BURG: Had you scheduled yourself to fly that next day--

QUESADA: No. I was Flying over--

BURG: -—-any missipns?

QUESADA: Oh, yes. oOver to the Continent!
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BURG: &0 on the 6th vou were going to be in the air with units,

parts of vour units and——

QUESADA : HNop, I was going to fly over and land oan the beachhead.,

BURG: ©On the &th of June?

QUESADA: Yes,

BURG: Where were you going to land an the beachhead?

QUESADA: Well, we didn't have encugh room for me to land on the

beacrhhead——

BURG: That's what I was thinking.

QUESADA: ==so0 I landed on the morning of the 7th en the beachhead.

BURG: By then we'd pushed in far encugh.

QUESADA: Yes,

EURG: Had a field, by then been set up?

QUESADA: It was a little strip, one side of the setrip was the

cliffemyour wings actually hung over the =1iff.

BURG: 8o you landed just behind Cmaha Eesach.
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QUESADA: Yes. Remember the big hill there at Omaha Beach where
the main traffiec moved up to the elevation of Normandy therz. The

ground elevation was sbout 50 or 75 feet above the sea elevation.

BURG: Right. Right.

WUESADA:  And there was a cliff, and then there was a read that
went up to get all this tremendous volume of wvehicles and 211 up

te the elevation of the terrain.

EIURG H Yes -

QUESADA: And I landed right there in a P-38.

BURG: Not far frem Pointe du Heoe probably.

QUESADA: Probably, yes. In a P-38.

BURG: Tn a P-38,

QUESADA: With my dog on my shoulder.

BURG: You took him, too.

QUESADA: Yes, my little puppy. Yes.

BURG: One of the first U.S. Air Corps pecple to get inte Nermandy

was that dog. [Laughter]
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QUESADR: Yes!

BURG: Now, did you--probably vou didn‘t-—hut during the course
of the evening, that night of the 5th and 6th--da you recall any
particular problems, last minute problems that arcse, or was it

simply a matter of letting this sntire wvast plan simply roll?

QUESADA: T have a recollection that on D-Day, a crisis pcourred
in the landing area where the army was being held up rather
effectively. And we had to make some guick changes in oar planned
operation for the day. See on D-Day everything was planned, This
gun would be attacked, that gun woauld be attacked, this would be
attacked. And we had to amend the plan and take some forces from

here and put it where the army was being very seriscusly held up.

BURG: HNow do vou remember--

QUESADA: I'm talking about D-Day, about three hours after the

invasion was under way.

BURG: After they'd landed, Neow the instructicns to do that, the
call for you to do that, given the difficulties they seemed to
have with communications--Omaha Beach trying to get back to the
flagship off the Beach--1 wonder, were you getting those instruc-

tions from the flagship?
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QUESADA: Yes, we got that from the flagship.

BURG: 1 presume that they were spotting the volume of German fire
which wasn't being silenced and soc they could then say, "Well,

whatever's gone wrong, those guns are gtill--"

QUESADA: They were getting pleas of help from the ground units
that were suffering guite severely. They were getting direct

pleas of help.

BUORG: VYes,

QUESADA: For help.

BURG: And then what your beys had to do was go over there with
whatever kind of directions they could be given, and they 're

actually trying te knock out a pillbox--

QUESADA: Yes, we actually converted airborne units: units that,
when they left England, had other targets. And we took tham off
of those targets and directed them toe the area where the need was

greatest,

BURG: Which in the smoke and confusion must have been VErY, ——

UUESADA: Not easy.
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BURG: -——very difficult for them.

QUESADA : VYes,

BURZ: And they were able to perform thige-

GUESEADR:  Yes.

BURG: -—-able to ecarry it out.

WUESADA: See it became guite aware to us that if we were going
to be successful we had to be able to improvise. And in order to

improvise you've got to have good communications. Our communi-

cations were incredible. Weé had more goddamn communications than—-

better communications than the city of New York has got today.

BURG: I see,

QUESADA: We had incredible communications.

BURG: Was there, for example, a small staff of 9tk TAC people on

the flagship with--

QUESRADA: 0Oh, yes, Sure,

BURG : I sea, So the commander of that section of the beashheaad

could actually send somebody to a radicshack on hoard the ship
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and say, "Call up OUnesada, we need-="

QUESADA: That's right. We actually had a telephone in Normandy

on D-Day.

BURG: You had a man on the beach with a-=

QUESADA: On the beach with a telephone. A telephone just like

that. [Laughter]

BURG: Just pick up and dial H-E-I-7! [Laughter] And he's an

experienced pilet, an air officer, who's on the grpund--

QUESADA: Signal Corps guy. And he had crews with him.

BURG: And he's trained for ground-teo-air cooperation.

DUESADA: That's right. We had an FM circuit from on the Isle of
Wight that came up to Middle Wallop, just like a city telephone,
and before the Wormandy invasion we haod the other end of the FM
circuit down on Land's End, that point of England on the west that

sticks out——

BUORG: Yes, Cornwall.

QUESADA: Right. And that distance i=s almost the same distance as

the Isle of Wight to Normandy. And we put that cireuwit there and
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made it work day after day after day after day.

BURZ: To prove to yvourselwves that that FM ecircouit would cover

that distancea,

QUESADA: That's right. And so then sbout a week before D-Day,
we picked it up out of rands' End, I think that's the name of it,
and brought it bhack to the ports of embarkation. Had it on an
LST. It was one of the first vehiclas that went ashore. There
it was, right awav.

[Laughiter]

BEURG: MNow you, in the air then on D-Day, because you were in the

2ir and over the beach. I would presume.

QUESADA: HNo.

BURG: Oh, vou didn't go.

QUESADA: I didn't go.

BURG: When you knew that you, there wasn't a place for you to

land-—

QUESADR: That's right.

BURG: --there was no need for yvou to--
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QUESADA: And then when this emergency took place--

BURG: O0Oh, that alsc held ¥You at your--—

QUESADA: Yes.

BURG: —-at your headgquarters,

QUESADA: Whiech was in Uxbridge,

BURG: 5till, judging frem what You've told me about your——,

[End of Interview)



This interview is being taped with CGeneral Elwood Quesada in
General Quesada's office in Washington, DC on August 25, 1976.
Present for the interview are General CQuesada, Dr. Burg of the
Eisenhower Library staff.

DR. BURG: We were discussing the D-Day preparations and activity
when wa closed our last interview, and in fact we'd gotten to the
point where vou told me the story about taking General Eisenhower
with vou in a two-seat P-51 fighter on a little sweep locking for
a bit of trouble and closed off at that point. Now what T wanted
to ask you was how your 9th Tactical was employed then in breaking
out of the Normandy box, s¢ to speak, and in the pursuit btoward

the end of the war, actually. Now I assume that you were, by and

large, in an air-to-ground support role for the armies.

GEM. QUESADA: That's true.

DR, BURG: Aand very little German opposition.

GEN. QUESADA: 'There was practically no German appositicn, a
little German opposition tried to develop, or they tried to
develop it, when they moved into the airports around Paris.

and thev were rather late in moving into the airports around Paris.
They didn't even attempt to move in until about threa weeks or a
month after D-Day, and that was disastrous for the Germans.

Because they were in easy striking distance of our beachhead

where we had about five groups then, or maybe more, and we would
forecast the weather in Paris in order to determine when they
would be either arriving or taking off to come into the beachhead

and be 2 nuisance. And that technicgue proved very successful.
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aAnd so0 we might have good weather in the beachhead when there
was bad weakher around Paris, which is often the casze, but as soon
as we had reason to belisve there was good weather around Paris,;
we would send one group after another down to these strips which
were very poorly prepared airdromes. Most of them were in fact
grass. And we would just slaughter the German air force that was
moved inta Paris. They would try to take off, and we would shoot
them down before they were fifty feet off the ground, time after
time. Aand then once they toock off we knew how much fuel they had
so we knew they had to come back to their base sa we sent another
group down to slaughter them as they were landing. And so the
fact remains there was practically no air opposition in the heach-
head from D-Day on. If a small incursion occurred, 1t was one or

two or three or four airplanes and I can't recall of a single

ogoasion when it was more.

BURG: By and large the weather pattern meant that the weather made
up and came in from areas whare allied weather foreecasting oppor-
tunities were excellent, You would know then what the weather

picture was?

QUESADA: We had extremely good weather forecasting. This was
developed long before D-Day. There was an extremely efficient
weather forecasting system made necessaryy by the strategic bombing,
because the strategic bombers regquired weather forecasting to a

greater extent even than we did. And thelir penetrations were
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greater which made the forecasting more difficult. So the weather
forecasting for Paris was relativaely simple compared to the weather
forecasting that was normal while we were still bkased in England
and going as far into Germanv as Berlin. 5o the weather fore-
casting was an art that was highly developed, and all we did was

inherit this efficiency.

BURG: And LChe Germans on thelr part are reduced to whatever
weather readings, let us say a pubmarine can Ltake in the Atlantie

by surfacing briefly. They simply don't have access to--

QUESADA: We had mastered the art to a much greater degree than

L]

the Germans. When I say "we", in this case I mean the allied

forces, and I think it's fair to say that the British were the
ones that initiated it and we helped improve it. The Germans

never even approached us in our ability to forecast weather.

BURG: Had the prevailing pattern been out of the east, it might

have been & differenk =kbory.

QUESADA: Mignt have been different, and reading a lot of history
as I do, this has been confirmed. They had no highly developed
gkill in this area.

Well anyway, to get on with the guestion, after the period
that I referred to--which I don't want to over emphasize because
it was only one episode in many in which we slaughtered the
Germans as they moved into Paris=-~. They alsc helped to slaughter

themselves because the airdromes into which they moved were just
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grossly inadeguate. They were just pathetic strips, unprepared
for military operations, so they just wracked a hell of a lot of
airplanes. Of course, this was added to by the fact that at that
time they were using wvery inexperienced pilots. Whereas I refer
to shooting them down, I think it might bhe appropriate to say
that I've exaggerated it; howewver, not intentionallvy. But the
impression I'm trying to leave is the fact that we were there and
making a nuisance of curself by shooting at them, caused many of

thaze young, unskilled pilots to crack up.

BURG: Just in trying to evade the attack.

QUESADA: Just in trying to evade and the nervousness of landing
with somebody shooting at vou when vou don't know how to manage
yvour airplane in itself contribute to one crackup after another.
Those airdromes were just full of wrecks when we gobt to Paris.

It was a slaughter.

BURG: They were trying to operate, for example, the very narrow

track undercarriage of a Messerschmitit--

QUEsADA: That's correct.

BURG: —--on fields when that aircraft was rather difficult, I

think, to handle on concrete.

OUESADA: Tt was difficult to handle under good conditions. And
most of these fields were just plain grass, and it wag an act of

desperation or yvou might even say an act of ignorance. I think



Gen. Elwood Quesada, 8/25/75, Interview #5 Page 173

the German air force was so poorly led that when these units were

moved there, they didn't realize what they were getting into.

BURG: Now, am I right in supposing that sinece they had been there
since 1940, they had had ample time to build excellent fields.
German military engineexs, I think, are highly skilled pecple.

I suppose that fields around Paris did not fit in with the pattern
of the war in "490, "41, '42, where thev needed fislds out along

the coast Lo makxe their runs at Britain.

QUESADAR:; I think that's generally trus.

EURG: And then vyou overran bhe Normandy [ields, which presumably
were fairly decent, and what they had then to do to counter you
was to go inte the Paris area and start from scratch. They had

built nothing there.

QUESADA: They had built almest nothing, and I don't think they
really anticipated a necossity [or them, and thevy were heavily
oocupied in Russia. But more importantly T think the German air
force was stupidly and verv badly led. It was a very hodgepodge
attempt to be an air foroe that was completely lacking in leader-
ship. Goering was a bocbk. And the subordinatas under him were
inhikited; there was never a cohesive plan that they were trying
to execute; there wasz a lack of initiative. The zenior members
of the air force like the senior members of bhe army and the nawvy,

they cared more for their position than they cared for their own
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self-respect. They wouldn't speak up and they were discouraged
from spsaking up, whereas in the allied forees a senior officer
was not inhibited in expressing his views, and those views were
accepted constructively. Whereas in the German air force as I
read history--and as I observed then--they must have been a
bunch of boobs because they were terribly led all through the

battle of Normandy.

BURG: EBEwildently politicized at the top and those men quavering

for fear they'd lose their positions-—-

QUESADA: And they cared more for that than they did their real

honor as an officer of the air force.

BURG: Yes. T get the impression that fighter leaders like

Adolph Galland simply butted their heads up against a stone wall,

QUESADA: They were frustrated and their enthusiasm was dampened,

and it showed in what they were able to do.

BURG: Have you ever met that man, as a matter of fact?

QUESADA: Mo, T haven't. I would certainly like to have--is he

still alive?

BURG: Yes, so0 far as 1 know.

QUESADA: I would love to meet hHim.

BURG: Yes, T think it would be most interesting.
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QUESADA: I was aware of him during the war and tried bto learn as

much about him as I could.

BURG: He is the man who probably ruined any effectivensss he
might have had left--I think he thought there was none left--whan
Goering spoke to Galland and somecne else and asked them what
they needed most. Galland's response was he could do with a
sguadron or two of Spitfires. and Goering was incensed, already
angry anyway, and that did it, and Galland was moved cut shortly

thereafter,

QUESADA: Well, that's typical of what I'm trying to convey . %

BURG: Right, right. How for Yyour own men, the bulk of their
employment then is in a sense at the behest of the ground forces
as they try to break ocut of the Normandy perimeter and then as

they sweep, make that end run and turn east--

QUESADA:  All right, I'll address myself to that. For a period
af about two weeks, maybe a little less but certainly ten davs
and maybe a little longer, there was a definite desire to break
out of the bridgehead. And Bradley wanted to get his ground
forces to a line that was identified as the St. L& Read. 'That
was a read that ran esast and west through St. L8, and it was
rather prominent on the map. He, with our help, was trying to
get up to that line as an embarkation line from which thiz attack

would be launched. We were of the mistaken impression that that
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road was very easily identified from the air. And I've often
condemned myself for not having spoken up. I did go down and
look at the road from the air and it was visible. It was visible
to the fighter bomber who was locking for it: it was not too
dpparent and standing cut line of demarcation to a high-flying
bomber, It was one of many kind of secondary roads.

But nevertheless we were engaged for about tweo weeks in

helping Bradley's army get up te that line so a lot of the

support that we were giving to the First Army was close suppart.
It was rather a tedius task on their part, on the part of the
First Army, because the country was this "bocage" country, and
it was very difficult to move through it. The losses were not

minor.

BURG: Ewvery farm becomes a strong point.

QUESADA: That it does on account of these hedgerow hills which
were real obstacles to the army. You know, evervbody knows what
they are now, there's no use me describing them. Well anyway ,
they finally got down to this line. Now during the preparation,
during the effort te get down to this 1line, I think it is appro-
priate and fair to say that I was urging Bradley to, rather than
try to break out on a great broad frant, to confine the hreakout
tc a very narrow front and concentrate all or nearly all of his

Srmor to a Narrow area.
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BURG: Why did vou sugge=t that?

QUESADA: Because I was convinced that the greatest tonl for a
breakout would be armor. It had to be a breakout so I thought--
and so he thought--I don't mean to imply that I thought it and

he didn't, that the breakout in order to be what we were locking
at, a breakout in whiech there would be a3 great rash to the souwth
and then hence to the east, had to be armor because infantry can-
not move at the rate that we thought was achievable. All of us
knew that there was wvery, very little behind the German, what we
will call the front line. They had no maneuverability. In order
o prove that they had no maneuverability, on one day at a certain
hour I had a vertical photograph made of the beachhead and a whole
host of vertical photographs made of the area into whiech this
breakout could go, and you'd have to be a real shoto interpreter

ko have found a single vehicle=-

BURG: On the German side?

UUESADA: On the German side, on all roads for maybe hundreds of
sguare miles, whereas in the beachhead it was just = tailgate to
bumper traffic. T mean it was just a great big traffic fam, and
1 use that photograph to show how there was nothing behind the
line. But we had other infermation that confirmed that. But I
wanted to show it physically and I have to say very frankly

Bradley was impressed by it. That encouraged him. But anyway-=-
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BURG: There's ancther thing that one could suggest there and

that was that you were doing wvour job 2o well in the 9th Tactical
that they didn't dare come out in the daytime; they might have
been there in some strength, if you didn't have the other evidence
to disprove that, while you were perfectly safe in your beachhead

area they couldn't get in there to so much as look let alone strike.

QUESADA: That's correct. But likewise we had other information,
which is through Ultra and things like that, that told uz pretty
well that whatever was hiding in the woods were scattered units,
We knew that their divisions were all braken up tryving to get into
the beachhead area, and they would be separated. And we Jjust
slaughtered them as they move on the road in the daytime. The
Germans told us that we were doing it through Ultra. You sea,

over and over they told us that.
BURG: Yes, the intercepts.

QUESADA: That's right. They told us over and over. Aand anyway
in my persuasion--this seems to be personal but I'1] try to be as
accurate as I can,--1 was trying awfully hard to have the breakout
concentrated, and Bradley was persuaded to that end. Then one day
I made a very guick gesture, which was perhaps off the cuff, and

I said, "Lock, Brad, if you'll concentrate ¥your armor, T will keep
a flight of P-47s5 over every column from dawn until dusk." And

he was rather startled by that suggestion. and I said, "There'll
never be a time during the daylight hours in which there would

not be a flight of P-475. Furthermore, what I'm sugqgesting is=
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that we put an aircraft radio in the lead tank of avery column and
put a pilot in the lead tank of every column, so that he can talk
te the airplanes above him in language that is meaningful to the
aviator. If we have a tank officer talk to cur aviatorz, he'll
talk in kerms that the aviator doesn't understand, and likewise
the aviator'll talk in terms that the tank guy doesn't understand, "
AS an example, the guy in the tank if he's 3 tank officer, I don't
mean this in a disparaging sense, he'll savy, "Lock, see that tree
@ver there? There's a tank just hundred vards from it." Well,
the tree is wvery visible to the tank and its oceupying officer,
but to the aviator he sees thousands. He Jjust sees a forest.
This is one case where he can't see the tree but he can see the
forest. BSo the idea was to put aviators in the lead tanks so that
he would be able to say, "In the middle of this town over which
you are now f£lying there is a white steeple." MNow a white steeple
stands cut., "And three miles to the sast there's a bridge and
there's a concentration of tanks just five hundred vards east of
that bridge." And that would be terms in which the aviator could
respond. And likewise the aviator could tell the tank that there
is a tank column of four tanks at a certain place that were
meaningful to the aviator in the tank. And so Bradley was very
interested in this and he accepted it immediately. And I'm
convinced that it had some persuasion, force of persuasion to
concentrate,

Now a very amusing thing happened. He said, "Well, how do

y¥ou know thia radio will work in a tank?"
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I said, "Well, I have no reason to believe that it won't,
but if you have any doubt, let's do this: Send a tank around
to ocur headquarters, and we'll put a radio in it and by e
S0 in the meantime I arranged with a fellow named Blair Garland,
who is my signal officer, to have an aircraft radic available
and that this tank was arriving. Well, Blair was a Signal Corps
officer, and he didn't pass the word. S0, but nevertheless, what
actually happened is Bradley's--see our tents were right next to

each other, as far apart as this room iz wide--

BURG: Right next to Bradley.

(

"
b
L

QUESADA: Yes. Our headguarters were right beside each other.

BURZ: I dAidn't knewwr that.

QUESADA:  Oh, yes. All throuwgh the whole campaign we were side
by side. This makes the cooperation a lot easier, and this

breakout was Jjeintly planned.

BURG: And that close proximity of yvour headguarters was deliberately

achieved, too. It just wasn't——

QUESADA: ©Oh, it was done for this purpose.

BURGZ: Yes.

QUESADA: Well anyway, Bradley had his ordnance officer call up

an ordnance depot and told them to send a tank around ta the
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neadgquarters of the 9th Tactical Air Command. Well, the depot
accepted this instruction, but they sent this tank to the %th
Armored Division. They couldn't understand why--they thought
the guy was nuts up there and gave them erroneous instructions.
S50 pretty soon they called back and said, "Look we sent that tank
around there; they don't know what to do with it. They don't
recall requisitioning one tank. "

S50 I said, "You damn fool," I said, "send it to the 9th

Tactical Alr Command headquarters. 1 didn't gsay the 5%th Division."

BURG: t actually went to John Leonard's outfit.

QUESADA:  Yes, I guess so, ves. And so in about an hour this
tank arrived at my headguarters, right next to Bradley's. And
they tried to get rid of it because, "What are we going to do
with & tank?" Ses the MP's and everybody, my G-3, and they
weren't aware of this instructions. Bradley hadn't told them.
30 they called back while the tank was still there because they
were being frustrated and so that was finally straightened out,
and we got the tank the same day that those orders were given.
And we put the radie in it and it worked. I mean it worked with
the greatest of esase. There was no reason why it sheuldn't work

ag long as you had an antenna outside of the tank.

BURG: And we should probably point out that the aircraft radios,
the crystals, the frequencies used, were different from those

used by ground forces.
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QUESADA: 0©Oh, definitely,

BURG: Therefore you had to have this compatibility. You couldn't

use a ground force radio te contact aircraft.

QUESADA: There was no way their radiss and our radios aould work
with each other. Thev weren't in the same frequency band, aAnd
it was all arranged that a predestined frequency would be deter-
mined, would be specified, and in fact we put a supply of crystals
in each tank because if ons group was supporting them, they had
to use one set of crystals: if ancther 4roup was supporting them
the next day, they had to use ancther set of crystals. And it's

very easily changed, it's changed in a matter of a Few minutes.

BURG: I didn't realize there was that much differentiation among

Your own groups, too.

QUESADA: 0Oh, ves. That was a common procedure. It could be
done in just a few minutes. All you got to do is get word to
them what freguency they're going to be communicating on, and
this is often arranged by having one common frequency. aAnd Lthon
you communicate on that freguency and tell them to switch to
another frequency, which that frequency then would be confined

Lo that tank and those airplanes, and we wouldn't have any inter-

ference. That's a common procedure.

BURG: And so the flights, let us say, for that day are provided
by one single group, and every flight that goes there to take up

"cab rank" duties is going to have that Iragquency and--
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QUESADA: Right. And they would have the common fregquency, too.

BURG: ——and the common frequency.

QWUESADA: I think we were able to have five or ten freguencies in
each--and we could change them very sasily. Change the crystals

very sasily.

BURG: 5o throughout the day as flights rotated into this duty,

there is continual canversation—-

QUEEADA: Continual, that's right,

BEUOREZ: ==wibth their ground crew.

QUESADA: And so Bradley was very, very enthusiastic over that

schema, and we put it into effect. And then it came time to aet
the pilots to be put in the tanks. Erroneously, I thought there
might be some trouble, but it turned out to be just the reverse,

There were so many volunteers that we had to draw for it,

BURG: Really?

QUESADA: Yes. So many aviators volunteered to do this that we

had to find some way to make it impartial.

BURG: ©So far as you could tell, was this the pilot, the voung

pilot wanting a little taste of adventure on the ground?
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QUESADA: I think there's a lot to that, ves. I think it was just
a typical American, youthful enthusiasm, and the vyoung aviator had
plenty of it. And so there was a great competition to get intog

the tanks,

BURG: How long would a man hold that duty?

QUESADA: 0Oh, maybe a week and then he'd be taken out and another

fellow put in,

BURG: 4And in a sense you then indoctrinate that voung pilot who's
now going back up into the air with what these ground troops are
facing and the urgency of these requests when they ask for help,

LQUESADA: This was always a problem. We used ta =send pilote up

to the front lines before this was put into effect to let them
know what the problem of the ground troops was and to he more
sympathetic. Because sometimes the ground troops would ask things
that were not possible, and they'd have to be turned down. There
are other times when they asked for things that were possible,

and sometime were erronecusly turned down., And I was very anxious
to get a better understanding of the trials and tribulations of
the infantry, and I don't see how thev got the infantry to fight
in the beachhead. They had a hell of a task. I was in great

sympathy with them. Well anywav, 1 don't want to labor that point=-
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BURG: But vour men on the scene, let us call them chsarvers or
liaison people riding up in the point on these columns, were in
a position to explain to the infantry. "You've asked us to do

this, we can't, and this is whv we can't, "

QUEBADA: That's right. That's right.

BURG: And the infantry would soon come to understand what cogld
be done and what couldn't and that makes for 2 mech better working

relationship, too.

QUESADA: Very essential and locking at it in retrogpect I wish
we had done more of it, but we did guite a bit. fThere was a
very good relationship between the aviater and the infantryman.

There was great sympathy bhetween the two.

BURG: And inevitably, it seems to me, you mast have lost some of

yvour pilets in that duty.

QUESADR: Yes, not very many though. HNot many because the breakout
was 80 complete, and it broke out inte open country in which there

was no opposition. Well anyway, then Bradley and I talked over

the possibility of doing some blanket bombing, using heavy bombers

for the breakout.

BURG: Just carpeting an area.

QUESADA: Carpeting an area. And T encouraged the blanket bombing

and teld him not only that, but I was sure I could got the entire
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9th Air Force, including their light bombers, to participate in
it, because if blanket bombing is going to be effective it must
be extremely heavy and severe. So Bradley and I jumped in an
airplane and went over to see Leigh Mallory, I think it was, who
was the head of all of the air forces at that time and Jimmie
Doolittle was therse. And we explained what we wanted and a little
later on and a little bit of a controversy--not controversy but a
difference of cpinion--developed. It was mainly between Jimmie
Doolittle and us because we thought it best for them to bomb From
north to south, And thev thought it best to fly down parallel to
the road east to west. 8o, but nevertheless it was left up to
them, but we thought when we left the meeting that the bombing

would be from north to south.

BURG: What was the advantage, General? They would commence

bombing as they crossed a visible line?

QUESADA: That's correct, ves. And we thought that, we wanted the
heavy bombing to be in the area of the breakout, so therefore there
would be a concen--instead of a string east and west, there would
be a concentration at the breakout point if they bombed in trail

from north to south.

BURG: Yes, east and west they were bound to--

QUESADA: East to west.

BURG: --be over, an over and shorts, and vou wouldn't get full

saturation of the zone that yvou wanted to enter.
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QUESADRA: And there would be a tendency to homb the whels St. LA

Road from its entire length, you see.
BURG: Yes, yes.

QUESADA: B0 whan we left the meeting, we were of the opinion that
it would be from north to south which is--T don't want to make a
big point of that, although Bradley has drawn attention to this.

wo the day arrived for the breakthrough. The St. L8 Road was ours.
[Interruption]

BURG: The point where we would have to start was the arrival af
the bombing column, and they bombed as vou had not expected, east-

WEsST .

QUESADA:; Eradley's lst Army was poised on the St. Lo Road. The
armor was all in its marshalling areas, and the infantry was in
its marshalling areas. However, for this bombing everything
moved back. I don't know how far back, mavbe a mile. Maybe more.

But they moved back.

BURG: From the road?

QUESADA: From the road. And the bombing started and the first
bombers to bomb laid a track along the St. LS‘RDad, track of
bombs. This naturally created dust. The dust was moved by the

wind, which was south to north, and as a result the following
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bombers used as their aiming point, the dust. Aand it began, bombs
began to fall in our marshalling area and doing a great deal of
damage as you might expect. That being the case, within a matter
of minutes Bradley's headguarters knew it, Collins's headgquarters
knew it because it was his corps that was to break out, and in a
matter of minutes I knew it. And they were guite indignant, as
one should expect. This was a great tragedy. And they were, and
Collins in particular was guite angry, as you would expect. So
nevertheless, 1 immediately got a hold of one of cur wing commanders
whose name was MecCauley, and he had the ground communications with
the air. &And T told him to get on a freguency that was a Mavday
frequency, frequency that all the airplanes had, but not all of

them were listening to, do yvou see?

BURZ: Yes.

QUESADA: And tell them to stop the bombing, that they were bombing
north of the St. L& breakthrough and the bombs were f£alling AT
our troops. And to keep repeating it over and over and ocver. And
it wasn't very long, it was only a matter of seconds, then when he
was in communication with them and knew that they had the massage,
and he could then listen to the bombing being called off. Because
on ather frequencies to which we listened, because we knew what
frequencies they had, we could hear the commanders of the B-17sg
telling their crews to stop the bombing. So the bombing was
stopped. I guess the bombing didn't last more than fifteen

minutes, but it was able to be stopped, luekily. And the result
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was very unfortunate, wvery sad, and very regretted. Thare were—-

I don't know how many of our troops were killed, but among those
who were killed, it was McNair, General McMNair, Eor whom Ft. McNair
is now named. And the next day it was repeated, the bombing was
repeated, and svervbody was marshalled the same way, and the next

day the error didn't occour,

BURG: Did they, on that second dav, come in From the north and

bomb to the south? Do vou remember?

QUESADA: I think that they did, but I'm not positive. I'm almost
sure they did, but I'm not absolutely positive. But I am positive
the mistake did not recccur. aAnd the bombing was not confined to
all the 2th Air Foree's B-17s. All of our fighter bombers were

in it, and the medium bombers were in it raising hell, and I would
imagine about six thousand tons of bomhs were dropped. And so

whenr it was over, I guess 1t lasted for about an hour, and when it
was over, the breakout was started and the tanks, T think it's fair
to say, led the way. And the tanks got through what was then the
Eront line, although a front line at that time was not like a front

line in the First World War.

BURG: Right, right. Wery fluid kind af thing.

LQUESADA: It was a very fluid front line. And the tanks got through
and they went down to Mortain, almost with no opposition, and we

did keep over each column four airplanes from dawn to dusk.
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BURG: Hew were those aircraft armed for that particular kind of

migsion?

WUESADA:  With light bombs, 500 pound bombs, and carried a laot of

machine gun ammunition.

BURG: Would they be able to carry two 500 pounders slung under

each wing?

QUESADA: Two and sometimes three. A P=38 could carry three.

One in the center; one under aach wing. But I don'"t think we

had many, if any P=-38s in this; T think it was almost all F-47s.
And so they would carry two 500 pound bombs and heavily ladensd
with ammunition. We would carry the maximum amount of ammunition
because we would run out of bombs early, but we wanted to still
have some armament left, and it was ammunition. aAnd the ammuniticn

was very effective against even German tanks.

BURZ: Oh, was 1t7

QUESARDA: Oh,yes. We learned that the way to attack a German tank
was attack it from the rear. And in that way get these armor-
plercing shells into the ventilating system that was on the rear
of the tank. See the tank had to get within it a lot air, octher-
wise the engines couldn't run., So in the bhack part of the tank
there was a big heavy screen in which the tank got its air, mainly
for=--not only for its erew but mainly for its engine. And =0 we

learned that by attacking it from the rear, if we could gaet even
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one armor-piercing shell through that ventilating system, it would
rattle around inside of the tank and just chew evervbody up. And
often cause a fire. But once you get an armor-piercing shell inside

of the tank, what it's going toe do is ricochet all around the tank.

BUEG: Were your P-47s firing fifty calibre, armor-piercing?

QUESADA: Fifty calibre, that's correct. And armor-piercing shells.
And if you could get cne inside of a tank, it just raised hell with
the tank, and they just chew it up. See it just keep on going
around in a circle inside of this tank for, that's exaggerating it

a bit, but it would just tear everything all to hell.

BIIRG: Because the frontal armor is very thick; the side armor a

little less so, but—-—

QUESADR: We could never plerce it--

BURGZ: =<but they're open from the rear.

QUESADA: -—-from a fifty calibre machine gun. The only thing and
there was not much sense in shooting at the front of a tank; it's
like shooting at it with a pop gun, but if you attack it from the
rear and get one of these shells inside, that has a devastating
effect. And we found tank after tank after tank in which there

was no physical damage except to the inside of the tank.

BURG: That's amazing that that stuff would come through. It

must have been very, very thin armeor then to—-
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QUESADA: ©Oh, well where the air gets through was wvery thin armor.

BUEG: Something betweon the engine—-

QUESADA: Hardly any armor at all, I think it was basically a

screen with flaps on it or something like that,

BURZ: So the angine compartment sets up pretty much exposed to
fire, and anyvthing between the engine compartment and the crew

compartment iz probkably thin sheet steel.

QUESADA: And see a tank used a tremeéendous volume of ajr, not only
Ifor the crew--they use a small part--but a tank with its engine
running, whether it was running at full speed or not, consumes a
tremendous amount of ajir. And they have to have an access to the
atmosphore to get that air, and it had ko be a hole in the shell

of the tank, and this hole was really basically a screen.

BURG: And a burst from a P=47; if the pilot has much opportunity
to fire a long burst, it isn't just one fifty calibre round every

gsecond, but literally hundreds of rounds are fired.

QUESADA: ©Oh, well one was enough to wreck it. Once you get one

fifty calibre shell inside, 1t just tears the place to pieces,

BURG: And if wvou gan do that to a tank and immobilize it, perhaps
burn it out or kill the crew with an air burst of fifty calibre

stuff, then vou certainly could take care of a soft-skinned wvehicle.
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QUESADA: Oh, definietely. Yes.

BURG: So really those bombs and the machine qun fire alone was

enough to do a job.

QUESADA: It proved to be very effective.

BURG: Yes, I'm guite surprised.

QUESADA: Yesz, well, we were surprised, too. We were surprised,

s Lw i

BURG: You didn't have to go to rockets really, for example, to

knock out German armor.,

QUESADA: No. HNo. That's correct. We Found, almost by accident;
one guy tried it and he told us about it, and so we just copied it

from him,

BURG: And then zson as the columnz mawed on, vou were ancounterineg

the carcasses of German tanks. You could see for yvourself.

QUESADA: ©Oh, we found one after anckher. But I must emphasize
that the resistance, onca they got through the early shell, which
was & shell that was stunned, the whole German army that was in
that area was just almost paralyzed. Not completely, but almost.
It was really a devastating punishment of them, and they had little

resistance. Thevy had some,
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BURG: he an after effect of this aerial lhombardment.

QUESADA: 'That's correct. It accemplished the wvery point that we
had in mind that is to numbh them for this first hour or so. And
then when the tanks got out into the open, they were free to run
at their own spesd and held any speed they wanted, and they would
occasionally be met by a tank, or twpo or three tanks. AaAnd the

spposition was very, very minor, I'll tell you frankly.

BURG: Dld any real problems come up that had to be solved witl

respect to this cooperation between ground troops and your P-47s7?

QUESADA: Na, there were no big problems. There were no doubt
little things that came up. I can't remember anything specifiec,
but anything as complicated as war doesn't run as if you were in
yvour own office, War 1s organized confusion, so sometimes maybe
a flight would meet up with the wrong column or something like
that. But it would be corrected in a matter of minutes bhecause
the communications wers so good, And so those things were
happening--the confusicon of war were ocourring--but there were
no incidents ether than the first effort of the Bth Air Force
to lay its carpet of bombs, which created great confusion. That
was & very unfortunate thing and that was not minor,

Well anyway, they moved down te Avranches, and so they had
Cherbourg cut off then and the Cherbourg Peninsula. And then the
Gormans were instructed, which we knew through Ultra, which is

now a known fact, that the German army was instructed to launch
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a very severe, btheir maximum effort Lo gain back Avranches bocause
they saw that this was a threat to a movement to Paris, or ta the

east, I should sayv.

BORG: We turned the corner there.

QUESADA: That's right. And we knew that; so I remember Lthe night,
the army was guite concerned over it, and Hodges called it,
referred to it as "buttoning up"; evervbody buttoned up. And how
the Germans tried to put some air effort into it; we slaughtered
it, frankly. They had, oh, maybe a hundred airplanes trying to
felp their effort bto get inte Avranches, and we just slaughtered

theam.

BUBG: Were they & hundred of all tvpes?

QUESADA: ©Oh, every kind, just, it was a hodgepodge of junk and
again poorly led. HNothing adhesive. They didn't know what theyv
were doing, and they had very little effect. The attack came off
and it was abortive, and it caused the lst Army practically no

harm. And it was scon called off. Bl ——

BURG: 8o vour men had really a field day in the air against their
a2ir assault, and presumably a field day against whatever German

armor and infantry was trying to make the counter attack.

QUEEADA: That's correct. And now they never were able to muster
muzh against the lst Army at Avranches. Thevy had vaery little they

could pull together; they had no mobility during the daytime; they



Gen. Elwoed Quesada, 8/25/76, Interview #5 Page 196

were stunned by the breakout; they had some forces that were
arriving in the area. They were scattered; there would be a
regiment of one division and the battalion of another division,
and it was a hodgepodge of harassed military units that were hard
to control. And the attack that they wore instructed to launch
came out of a mind of a man who was uninformed. Hitler had no
idea what was really happening. He didn't know, he wouldn't

believe that his military, his armies in the =ast, west, could

be as defeated as they in fact were. Rommel, =-=- if a divisicn
commander told a corps commander how, what In terrible shape he
was, the corps commander would relieve him. If the corps commander
told the army commander what terrible shape his corps was in, the
army commander would courtmartial him. And if the army commander
told Hitler what bad shape they were in, he would lose his job

and they did. As vou will recall they changed commanders just
almost every couple of weeks. And this was mainly becauses they

were bearers of bad neoews.

BURG: Yes. By then Hitler would lcok abk a map, and bthe division
gsigns and corps signs and army signs meant to him a fully intact

fighting force, fully eguippad.

QUESADA: Right. He was issuing instructions for his units to
hold on certain pesitions that they had lest three days before.
S0 it was very evident bto us that there was a complete hreakdown
of cohesion. And we would get the discouraging reports of their

army commanders, Rommel and the others. So we knew, we had a
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better idea of what the conditions werse, a lot hetter idesa of
what the conditions were in the Gearman army than Hitler did.

A much better concept aof what it was. Well anvway, that attack
was a complete failure. How vouo must remember that at the break-
through the 3rd Army was only a8 shell; 1t was a headguarters.

They hadn't come into operation vet.

BURG: Patton's outfit.

QUESADA: Patton's outfit. And about Avranches, he became an
operaticnal unit,; and many of the diviszions that were in the

lat Army were assigned to the 3rd Army at abowut that time. Many
of tEhe groups that were assigned to the 9th Tactical Air Command
were then assigned bto the 19th Tactical Alr Command, and this was
not done ankbkil Pabtton's army became an operational army and the
19th Tactical Air Command, which was a headguarters and already
formed. BSo we assigned to them, the %th Air Force assigned some

of our groups to them. You follow me?

BURG: Right.

QUESADA: As was always planned.

BURG: So they're getting experienced air cover--

QUESADA: That's correct.

BURG: =--the minuts they're ready to ge in.
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QUESADA: They're ready to go in. So then, and Patton took his
army and the armored divisions that were agsigned to him, which
were already in combat most of them, and he sent some back Lnto
Brittany, inte Brittany. But by and large he sent his force cast
and southeast, and there was nobody to stop him. He just had the
complete access to all the roads. And without any opposition and
he very couragecusly exploited it. And as he moved east, the lst

Army also moved east in parallel with him.

BURG: Yes, running te the north of him, I think.

QUESADA: Runaing to the north of him, but the lst Army, after
moving east maybe twenty or thirty miles, moved north to close

the Falaise Gap, because now this breakthrough to Avranches had
occurred. Now Patten to the south was moving east at a very rapid
rate, the lst Army north of Patton was moving east at a slower
rate because they were fighting, whereas Patten had nothing to
fight., But he had whatever it took to move fast, you seer He
exploited that he had nothing to fight. But nevertheless the

lst Army had to move north with the wview of cleosing the Falaise

Gap,

BURG: With the British and Canadians clesing it from the top.

QUESADA: Closing it from the top. FPor apparently perfectly
good reason, the British and Canadians were slow at breaking out,
because don't forget the Germans had practically every [ighting

man on the front line holding them in.
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BURG: Yes, and most of the German armor I think.

QUESADA: The most ¢f the German armor, so it wasn't as easy for
them to break out as one should expect after the chaos of our
break out. What was previously holding them in Caen was most of
it was still there. 8o they had a hard time breaking out, and =o
we kept moving north and then as far as the %th Tactical Air
Command was concerned and as far as the British 2nd Tactical aAir
Force was concerned, we engaged in the goddamnedest slaughker in
that Falaise Gap that you could possibly imagine. Because the
Germans that were facing Bradley's lst Army were now trying to
get back to the Seine, because they saw that their effort te
penetrate through to Avranches had failed. They saw that the

3rd and the lst Army was enveloping them, so their concern now
was to keep from being enveloped. And as the Falaise Gap got
narrower and narrower and narrowaer for their escape route, it
made it easier and sasier and easier for us to concentrate on

their masgiva and collected forces.

BURG: Yes, and angther thing being they no longer could afford

the luxury of moving at night.

OUESADA: That's correct, they had to move in the daytime bhecause
they were trying to get to the Seine and many did. And we were
trying to close the gap and eventually did, but while the gap was

trying to be cleosed, we had many lucrative targets, more than we
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wars accustomed to. And the British 4d4i1d a lot, too. How when

I say "we'" in this senge 1 mean the allied forces bacause the
British, with their rockets, could be very effective. And so

the British air force and cur air forces really slaughtered those
armies that were attempting to escape. And we made their escape
extremaly difficult because much of their mobility was dependent
on the horses. B0 alr attack against horse-drawn vehicles i wvary
effective because it kKills the horses. And it creates stampedes.
Oh, it was just a melee. T never will forget one time I went
down there, and mainly just to have a little fun participating in
it, and you never saw such confusion. Their horses were running
all over the fields drawing partes of wagons, and it was just a

great melea.

BURG: Tangled up in the harness and--

QUESADA: Tangled up in the harness; ik was just the--

BURG: We tend to forget that they were using horse transport.

QUESADA: We do. That was their majer--they relied to a large

extent on the horse for their mobility.

BURG . Now that musk have been one of the most uanuesual fFaatures
of air war on that front, that activity at the Falaise Gap, the

amount of target opportunity, the butchering that was actually done.

QUESADA: It was guite cruel.
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BURG: Vehiclez and personnsel.

QUESADA: Ewveryvthing just--just dead men, dead horses,; dead
vehicles, dead tanks. I wentb down there afiterwards just Lo sea
it on the ground, and it was just devastating. And the thought
that ran through my mind was how in the warld are they ever going
to clean this up, and how are they going to get the dead animals
buried before they create a hell of a health hazard. Well, the
answer to that was that I wasn't bright enough to see that the
Corps of Engineers came aleng and dug bhig ditches and helped the

French.

BURG: Bulldozed graves and=-=

QUESADA: That's right. But with this heawy eguipment that we
had they could do zlmost anything. So the cleanup was much
gquicker than I ever thought it could be. Well, anyway the
Falaise Gap was eventually clesed, but it was not closed until
gquite a bit or mach too much of the German forces had gotben away
and was rushing to the Seine. And then there were only 2 few
places on the Seine that they could ceross so then that became our

target.

BURG: By the way, can you give me a few more minutes?

QUESADA: Yes.

EURG: Okay. Trying to knock out those bridges?
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OUESADR: Well, the bridges mostly were already knocked oul.

BURG: As preparation for D-Day.

QUESADA: Preparation fcr D=Day. So they were getiing across

swimming, and on barges, and on what-do—you—-call-them?

BURZ: Pontocons, T suppose.

QUESADA: Pontoons, so they were confined to a few places.

BURZ: Yea. &o gevervthing's got Lo funnel=-=

QUESADA: Got to funnel so that gave us ancther target, and we

were only fairly successful. Again loocking at it in retrospect

we should have put more force inte that. We were anxious to help
the movement of our troops eastward, so we used most of gur tactical

air forees to help Patton and Hodges rush te the sast.

BURG: So your people are committed to the points of those

advances, hok-—

QUESADA: That's right. We might have been-—

BURG: ==not up there in front.

QUESADA: =~-we might have been wiser to have committed more to

the zcoctual few crossings of the Seine.

BURG: Let me ask vyou: Do vou now in retrospect think that had

you committed more of your Air TForce to the Seine cressings that
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that might have measurably shortened the war? That you might

have Lrapped numbers of them on our zide?

QUESADA: I don't know. I wouldn't be so beld te say that, but
I think it would have reduced some of the fighting or minimized
seme of the fighting that occcurred for about a week in Belgium
between some of these retreating forces and Colling, one of
Coellins's coxps. He had a pretty husky fight in Belgium that
lasted for about a week, if you might remember, and had we
concentrated more on the bottleneck crossings of the Seine; we
might have not necessarily prevented but certainly have made the

relative strength greater.

BURG: MNow, since we'we been talking about purguit, and I remember
the same, we now have in the Library situation maps that show the
engrmous rung of units in one single day, were alse ocutrunning

vour fiolds.

QUESADA: That's correct.

BURG: AL what point 4id vou have to move foarvard and how was it
done? You're going to have fo take over German fields presumahly

that have been all shot up and bombed.

QUESADA: We weren't at any great disadvantage during this period
when we were moving to Seine. We got plenty of range, plenty of

range.
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BURG: Your aircraft were designed for long-range penebration.

QUESADA: Oh, that was only about a twenty minute run. We had
plenty of range, Where we had to move, we did once we got around
Faris, we did move into some of the fairly well, like Le Bourgetb
and things like that, we did move into them, but we didn't stay
wvery long. We only stayed for about a week, and then we had cur
engineers building fields in Belgium. Oh, mavbe, I gueszs an
average would be in that area about halfwavy between Belgium and
hachen. We just moved right--see the movement of the army east-
ward was So great and there was so little fighting, they could

move just about as fast as they could move, you sees.

BURG: Yes. Bight.

QUESADA: There was practically no opposition to them except this
one fight that Collins got into in Belgium. And so the American
armies, both the 3rd and the lst, passed through Paris as if it
wasn't there. And they went on eastward and the movement through
that part of the country, through Namur and Liege was about as
fast as they could travel. There was practically no fighting
except for the ene thing I've alluded to, and then when we got up
to the Siegfried Line, the army was stopped., They were stopped

by modest resistance and a wvery stretched supply line.

BURG: Right, right. Okay, I'm-=-

[Interruption]
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BURG: WNow, the army is slowed and really brought o a halt.

They had far outrun their pre-D-Day predictions of speed of advance.
Their supply lines are stretched, they're finding it hard to get
gasoline up to the tanks, vour fighter fields had by the time wvou're
pausing in front of the Siegfried Line, your fighter fields had

advanced beyond Paris to——

QUESADA: Well beyond Paris.

BORG: —--well bevond, to prepared fields; therefore "av"®
[aviation] gas, ordnance stores, this sort of thing, I presume,

are difficult for vou to get, too.

QUESADA: They were difficult for us to get, and we had to

exercise some restraint against extravagance.

BURG: To cut down the number of missions or sorties that you fly?

QUESADA: HNo, no we never did that. We just were more careful in
our target selection, and we didn't have a great demand on us
because the army was hardly in contact with the German army while

they were racing acroas Paris.

BURG: There was almost nething in the way of concentrations for

vou ko hit,

QUESADA: That was in direct contact with the army. 5o most of

our effort at that time was interdiction, even back into Germany.

BURG: ©Oh, really? Your planes are flying back in there and

trving to stop stuff coming up.
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OUESADA;:; That'e sorrect. That's correct.

BURG: Rail traffic, road traffic.

QUESADA: Rail traffic and reoad traffic., The American armies,
because I have to confine myself now to the American armies, had
little contact with the German army. It was pursuit and pursuit
with almost no contact. So therefore;, there was no requirement
for close support. 5o our effort went primarily, at that time,

to the Iinterdiction effort.

BURG: With some alrcraft still assigned to stay with the lead

columns——

QUESADA: We didn't even do that after we left Avranches, There
was no necessity for it. We did some, woe did some, but thak was
not a hig thing then. That was a big thing at the breakthrough,
but after we were at Avranches and the army was moving west to
eastward across Europe, the idea of keeping ailrcraft over the
armored columns was almost, not stopped but was diminished. In
the first place it didn't move in heavy armocred columns, they
just, they used every French road they could use to move =ast as
fFast as they could. You see there was no concantration of forces
at that time, of armer at that time. Or less concentration I

guess I should say.

BURG: Yes. Could they still call, in effect ring you up--
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QUESADA: ©h, absolutely. And it was occurring, but it wasn't

consuming all of our force.

BURG: You still had pilots with the poinkts of the column=s,

QUESADA: Yes, some of them., Some of them, but not manvy. In the
Eirst place the armor spread out then in order to permit them to

move faster, and use more roads, do you seea?

BURG: Yes. Penetrating in a broader front=-=

QUESADA: On a broader front; ves.

BURG: =--as they headed east.

QUESADA: And that permits them to move a lot faster.

BURG: We're also talking about auntumn, 1944, coming up on scme
of the European bad weather. Was that cutting down the amount

that wou could do?

QUESADA: No, we had very good weather during that auntumn, wvery

good.

BURG: Did you really. BSo then the first kind of setback perhaps
that we need bto talk about, and it was a setback that was
accompanied--£fartuitoualy for the Germans--by horrible weather,

would come then in mid-December, '44, when they--=

QUESADA: Or a little before that maybe, a littla before that.
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BURG: —=-when thev struck back.

QUESADA: That was the first big weather setback, but we had some
bad weather before that, but not a lot. What we had, I remember
very distinctly that autumn, CGctober was just incredibly lovely
weather. The E-17s would be coming over in great masses, and the
sky would he without a cloud. And there was wvery lLittle combat
between the two armies while they were chasing them, while they
ware moving east, with the exception of this one incident that
occurred in Belgium. The movement up to the Siegfried Line was
almest, almoest, but not quite, total, almost unobstructed. The
Germans were not in any way trying to make a stand any place.

They wouldn't even leave troops behind teo sleow us up. Their whole
effort was ko flea. They were frantic. I remember I had to spend
& night because I made a mistake in a little French village. And
it was behind thea lines, and I remember watching the Garmans go
down the main street of this little willage. I just watched it
through a little grating in a cellar. And they were just frantic,
frantic. They were stealing the Belgians' bieyeles, they would
take anything that would help their mobility. It was rabble, the
worst order, trying to flee. The only thing they had in thelr
mind was to flee, and to get back inte Germany. They were 5o
demoralized that there was no way to issue Instructions because
they were so mingled up, and it was a mass of men and just fleeing.

There was no arganized resistance at all.
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BURG: Sc they couldn't really draw a line any further west than

the Bhine Riwver, in effect.

QUESADA: That'e--well, the Siegfried Line.

BURZ: Yes.

QUESADA: Yes, at Aachen, through there.

BURG: Yes, the west side--

QUESADA: That's right, the so-called west wall.
BURG: -—==that was the firsgt place they could rally.
QUESADA: Yes.

BURG: Now did they make that last air effort--you remembaer the
gaggles of German fighter aircraft that came out and struck at a

number of allied fields?

QUESADA: That was on Christmas day, I think, wasn't 1t? HNo.
BURG: It's in that peried of time, roughly.

QUESADA: Yee. Yes.

BURG: That was perhaps the last big effort the German air force

made . p
QUESAIA: That was their last big effort, yes.

BURG: And they did catch yvou on the ground in places, I think,

with that=--, all of vou.
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OUESADA: Well, I hate ko give a wrong impression, but the German
air=-. This was when the lst Army and the 3rd Army was licking

fts wounds and trying to have its tail cateh up with it, so that
they c¢ould start an offensive which had stopped. And during this
period we had some airdromes that were fairly near, fairly far

east. I had one airdrome at a place called Maastricht [in the
Metherlands] that was so far east that it was within their artillery
range. It was only a matter aof some thousand vards from the front

line.

BURG: At the time of the [Battle of] Bulga.

QUESADA: At the time of the Bulge and at the time before, earlier
than the Bulge, the time when this attack took place. I just
intuitively thought that the Germans were going to come out. I
couldn't believe that they were that decimated that they would Go
nothing because we couldn't find an airplane in the air.  Admit-
tedly, during that time when the army was not using us for close
support or we were not giving clese support to the army, we were
raising hell with the German airfields, attacking them on the
ground, as a part of the interdiction program. But nevertheless
we, when I'm talking about "we" I mean the %9th Tactical Aix
Command, we were a little bit more fortunate than Opie [or "O.P.",
Maj. Gen. Otte P, Weyland] was down in, further scuth, in the 195th.
Mumber one, I anticipated it. And number two, I issued instructions
that at davlight there had to be a sguadron airborne over the air-

Fort.
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BUORG: Sort of a combat air patrol.

QUESADA: ERight.

[Interruption]

QUESADA: And that we must put pilots in every ground machine gqun

installation that was protecting our airdrome.

BURG: Oh?

QUESADA: Put a pilot right in every position where there are
machine guns. Bacausea--and this was what was in my mind, and I
gave bthese instructions parsonally=--that our airdromes had never
besn attacked, and these anti-aircraft unite wers not Air Foree
units. They had never seen a German airplane or almost never seen
a German airplane. And if T was going to be foolish encugh--if
you might call it that--to have some of our airplanes airborne,
while they are attacking us, these fellows won't be able to tell
our airplanes from theirs. But our pileots can, vou see. So I

put a pilet ip every position where there were anti-aireraft guns.
At daylight, and if I recall eorrectly, I think for an hour. And
then also in thé evening for an hour and a half ar so before

darkness.

BURG: Be like a lst World War stand-to, where they went up on

the fire step at dawn and went up on it again at dusk.

QUESADA: Yes, that's the idea. Yes.
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BURG: The two Favorite times For attacks.

QUESADA: Right. All right on this particular day the Germans
did attack, and wa actually had a scguadron at this one airport

at Maastricht which iz the only one of cur airports they attacked=--
BURG: Oh, that was the only 9th Tag ocutfit to get hit?

QUESADA: Y¥es. And we actually had a sguadron taking off at the
time. And the group that was at Maastricht was a group that phe
Bth Air Force sent eover to us bto help us out on our interdiction.
And it was commanded by a fellow named J.C. Meyer, who sventually
baecame the commanding general of the Strategic Air Command, and
the vice-chief of staff of the United EBtates Air Force, who died
only a few months age. He was this commander. He was in one of
the airplanes that was taking off, He literally shot down a

German fighter before he had his wheels up.
BURG: Good lord.

OQUESADA: In other words, Lthe German fighter at high speed was
coming over trying to strafe, it passed him, he just pulled his

noge up and went B-r-r-r-t, like that, and shot him down.
BURG: Isn't that something?

QUESADA: And he shot down four airplanes before he landed. So
we were more fortunate than the other ones that were struck. The

365th [Fighter] Group, headed by Colonel [Ray James] Stecker, was
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very badly mauled. He was a very fine commander. He was one of
West Peoint's top athletes. And he resigned and then came back as
a reserve officer and became a very successful group commander.

He died four years ago. Anyway,--

BURG: Mever was actually on his way, with the sguadron, up to

take station above==

DUESARA: He was on his wav down the runway when the attack started.
When they came over at low level, do yvou sea? Because we had no
radar warninhg., And he just passed -- Meyer was in, he didn't have
his wheels off the ground vet when this airplane passed him. He

Just raised his airplane up, flew and brrri, shot him down.

BURG: Oh, isn't that something.

DQUESADA: Yes, and he shot three others down before he landed.
And it was a melee. I don't think we lost an airplane,; and we

shot down about twelwve of theirs.

BURG: Well, conce again 1t seems to me that the composition of
that strike force, very few experienced German pilots, very few

who could even f£ind their way to our fields.

QUESADA: It was pathetic. They were very inexperienced, just
like taking kids out of our flying school, and very obvious. You
could see it every day, all day that the caliber of the German

air force had sunk to a very, very low level. Once vou got in
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combat with tham, I think they wrecked themselves as much as we
shot them down. They would Fly into the ground and things like

that. It was pathetic.

EURG: Seems to me I remember instances where our pilots expressed
amazement. All they did was get behind a German aircraft and the

pilobt bailed out.

QUESADA: Thev were completely incapable as an effective foroe,

they were just not-=—and they were Just pathetic; pathetic.

BURG: I'm going to ask vou one more question, General, did wyvour
outfit and you, too, did you have to cope with the German jet

effort at the hitter end?

QUESADA: Well, you say cope with it=-I gusss the answer is Yes.
And we were very concerned gver the German jet, and as a result
the air bases that they were able to use--now the word, "able",
ig an important word here, that had been built for them, that

had greater distances for landing and take off, and mostly in

all cases congrete-=-we identified them. Sco we knew exactly where
they could operate from. And so we had a system whereby once we
gaw any jets in the air, we could identify what base they were

from by our Y-System which listened to all their chatter. On

the next intexrview I'll tell vou akout our ¥Y-System.

BUEG: ALl rTight. A1l right, good.
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QUESADA: And we would listen to their ground-to-air directions,
chatter, you see. Aand so we could tell by the code names at what
airdrome they would go back to. 5o when we would see jet fighters
at any one time, we wouldn't necessarily try to engage them in
combat. We would just eall a unit from over here and send it back
to stooge over their airdrome when they came back to land. EBecause
when they got back to their airdrome, they had to land, they
couldn't f£ight, because they didn't have any fuel. You see jets

at that time ware inherently short of fuel--that’'s true to a much

lessar extent now. See they only had about an hour or two of fuel.

it

BURG: And they'wve got to slow down--

QUESADA: And they've got to land. They had no alterpative but
ton land, so we would send our P=473 and P-38s back to stooge over
these airdromes where they have to land, and then shoobt them down

while they were landing.

BURZ: Dirty pool.

QUESADA: Yes, it was dirty pool, yes. But you'll be interested

in thiz Ye=zsarvicea,

BURG: Yes, let's do that next time then, General. Thank you.
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