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SCOPE AND CONTENT NOTE

The 4™ Infantry Division was activated in June 1940 and received training in the U.S. during the
Louisiana and South Carolina maneuvers. In January 1944 it was sent to England and became
one of the first U.S. units to land in Normandy on D-Day. For the remainder of the war the
Division participated in the Northern France, Rhineland, Ardennes-Alsace and Central Europe
campaigns.

During their many months of combat duty, the organic units and staff sections which comprised
the Division prepared extensive reports which described their activities. The original copies of
these reports were sent to the War Department where they became part of the files of the
Adjutant General’s Office. The Departmental Records Branch of the Adjutant General’s Office
developed an elaborate arrangement scheme by which the records were organized.

When the after action reports were transferred to the National Archives, the Archives staff found
that portions of the reports had been microfilmed by the War Department in 1948. A copy of the
film of the records of the 4™ Infantry Division was sent to the Eisenhower Library by the
Archives in March 1964. It is not known if the film contains the complete records of the
Division. Records of some components are very fragmentary and it is possible that additional
records of the Division exist at the National Archives which are not on this microfilm.

Paper copies of a few items are also at the Eisenhower Library as part of the U.S. Army Unit
Records collection. These items appear to be carbon copies of the after action reports which the
Division staff retained among their office files in the field. Researchers should examine both sets
of files to obtain as complete a record as possible of the activities of the Division.
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