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SCOPE AND CONTENT NOTE

Justus Baldwin “Jock” Lawrence (1903-1987) was a native of Akron, Ohio. He graduated from
Yale University in 1927 and settled in Hollywood, California, where he became a publicity
expert for the motion picture industry. From 1933 to 1939 he was an assistant to Samuel
Goldwyn, and from 1939 to 1941 was director of public relations for the Association of Motion
Picture Producers. In 1942 he joined the Army and was assigned to Dwight D. Eisenhower’s
headquarters in England. He represented Eisenhower at the headquarters of Lord Louis
Mountbatten, who oversaw the training of British commando teams. In 1943, when Mountbatten
was sent to Burma, Lawrence became chief public relations officer for the European Theater of
Operations, U.S. Army.

After the war Lawrence became an executive of the J. Arthur Rank Corporation in New York
City. In 1951 he returned to military service and was public relations officer at Eisenhower’s
headquarters at NATO until 1952. He later started his own public relations firm, J.B. Lawrence,
Inc., at which he worked until he retired.

The papers of Justus Baldwin Lawrence contain very little original information on his public
relations career or his military service. Most of the original documentation consists of a small
guantity of memorabilia, several books from his personal library, and his social correspondence
with various important persons, such as Irving Berlin, Dwight D. Eisenhower, and Lord
Mountbatten, with whom he was acquainted. The most significant items are two volumes of
memoirs that he wrote in the 1980s at the request of his wife. One volume describes his work in
Hollywood during the 1930s. The second volume describes his military service in World War I,
with a brief epilogue covering his work at NATO in 1951-52.

After Lawrence died, his wife contacted surviving members of his World War |1 staff and
solicited their recollections of her husband. Most of the resulting memoirs were only fragmentary
comments. Herbert Bregston included copies of some of his letters regarding his photographic
work. James M. Franey donated two notebooks that contained a detailed organizational outline
of the European Theater of Operations, U.S. Army. This material was received at the Eisenhower
Library as part of the Lawrence papers.

Mrs. Lawrence also compiled five scrapbooks relating to her husband’s career. These contain
copies of letters, newspaper clippings and photographs covering his work for the motion picture
industry and his military career. There is no material on his public relations career in the 1950s
and 1960s.
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Irving Berlin (1)(2) [performance of “This is the Army” during World War I1]
Biographical (1)(2)
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John C.H. Lee (1)-(3) [printed copy of Lee’s memoirs]
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Memoirs — Hollywood (1)(2) [motion picture industry, 1930s to 1942; comments on
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Memoirs — World War 11 [Copy 2] (1)(2)

Memorabilia

Lord Mountbatten
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