THE NATIONAL CONFERENCE CF PUBLIC SCHOOL OFFICLALS

In its study of the field of education, the Commission has noted
with interest that in the four-jyear period since the Supreme
Court's decision in the Desegregation Cages --

»Consideraeble progress toward compliance has been made
in the twenty states where racisl segregation was
required or permitted by law.

- Approximately one-fourth of the bi-racial school
districts in the stetes requiring segregation now
have gome degree of desegregation.

*The desegregation process is believed to have been
completed in the states in vhich segregation was
permitted but not required by law.

Ag = basls for its findings and possible recommendations the
Commission is seeking information about the administrative,
scaolastic, social, and community problems encountered in the
trenszition.

it believes that only the professional educators who have had
firsthand experience with desegregation programs can identify and
define the problems, and assess the results.

To collect this information the Commission has invited a represen-
tative group of school offieciesls from thirteen states to a
Conference at Nashville, Tennessee, on March 5 and 6.

The Ctate Superintendents of Schools of the twenty states in which
gegregation was required or permitted by law have been invited to
attend as observers and to submit written statements in advance.

The Commission expects to hear from about twenty local school
officials from a twelve-gtate area during the two days. Reprezenta-
tives from aspproximately ten state Departments of Education will he
present. Special guests will include representatives of a number of
national educational organizations, and of the Commission's State
Advisory Committees.

Their presentaticns end discussions should result in an
unprecedented stockpile of facts, methods, patterns and
techniques for dealing with the problems encountered by
local communities desegregating their public schools.
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