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October 2H, 1955

Honorable Maxwmell Raab
The White Housa
Washington, D. C.

Iear Max:

First, 2llew me to congratulate you upon the very forthright pesition
7ou took diring & recent meeting in Chicago. The information was for-
warded to me and, of coursé, I took pride in realiszing that you were
gtill Amnning true to form.Y

There is one incident, however, which recently occurred in the country
which I think should be given some officisl recognition by our adminis-
tration. The incident to which I refer is the infamous Till trial held
in Sumner, Mississippi about a month ago. I &m, SUr BHat ¥ou know the
details. 1

While I realize that there is nothing-the Government can do officially,
it is my =incere belief that some officiel statement should be made
either by Vice Presldent Nixcen, Mr. Sherman Adams, Atty. General Her-
bert Brownell br some official member of the President's cabinet. If
we can get no more than & declaration from Mr, Erownell's office that
the Justice deplores the Till incident as un—fAmerican and wiclous and
a betrayal of American principles before the world, then we could
shake a little story {from this.

T urderstand from reliable sources that FBI agents are busy in Missiszippl.
I also realize thet there has been no wiolation under the Limdberg
Eidnapping fet which would allow the federsl government to move in.

I gquestion, howewver, whether or not something micht not be done in this
metter as a violation of the boyls civil riphts. wWhetever the back-
ground, I still feel that an of ficiaT statezent bty & member of the
President's of ficial family would give solace to millicns of loyal
American citizens.



The case was widely publicized; many fine editorisls have bean written.
I realize that the case is uwnusuval. But I also know that what happened
in Mississippl is certainly not in keeping with Fresident Eisenhower's
ldeals nor hils thinking. Heproes are beginning to belisve in the
Presidentls plan and & forthright statement would certainly do much

to strengthen thelr belied in our admindstraticn.

You can write me freely on this and know that whatever you want kept

ofi the record will be done. I suggest, howewver, that you take this

letter up with the key members who think as you do and let me know if
an official statement can be made,

Jincersly,

“Willism G. Munn
Manapging Editor
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